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OUTSTANDING INTERNATIONAL ALUMNUS

Dr. Christiaan E. Mulder '80, one of South Africa’s top
environmental designers and planners, received The Association of
Former Students’ 2011 Outstanding International Alumnus Award.

CONVERSATIONS ON HIGHER EDUCATION

The Association of Former Students’ Board of Directors invited
key stakeholders to discuss the challenges Texas A&M faces and
proposed reforms that have recently been in the news.

GAME DAY IN AGGIELAND

In the 117 years since the boys from the AMC of Texas played
their first game, football has become part of the very heart of
Aggieland.

YOUR IMPACT ON TEXAS A&M

The Association of Former Students, through the generous
support of former students and friends of Texas A&M, is able to
fund former student programs and services, student activities,
scholarships and financial aid, faculty enrichment programs and
many other critical projects for Texas A&M.

TIME FOR TURTLES

Donna Shaver '00 has dedicated her
career to saving the endangered Kemp’s
Ridley sea turtle.

BUILDING THE FUTURE

A personal interview with
Otway Denny '71.
ON THE COVER
GAME DAY IN AGGIELAND IS ONE OF

TEXAS A&M'S OLDEST AND MOST
POPULAR TRADITIONS.
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TIME FOR
TURTLES

DONNA SHAVER "00 DEDICATES HER
CAREER TO SAVING THE KEMP’S RIDLEY

By Janice Arenofsky

espite what may be the eco-disaster
of the new millennium—British
Petroleum’s 2010 record-breaking
oil spill in the Gulf of Mexico—it s
business as usual for Donna Shaver
’00, chief sea turtle biologist at the
Padre Island National Seashore in
Corpus Christi.

Shaver, who earned her doctor-
ate in zoology from Texas A&M, does not dodge controversy,
whether it is the bureaucratic chess moves
of competing federal agencies, intra-agency
squabbles over turtle excluder devices or
the death of more than 400 sea turtles in
the BP spill zone.

“We're hoping for the best, but the
impact may set us back a whole genera-
tion—10 to 15 years,” says Shaver, referring
to the Kemp’s ridley, the most endangered
species of sea turtle.

Although oil never reached Texas
beaches, it lingered 400 miles away along
the northern coastal Gulf route routinely
traveled by Kemp’s ridleys. Shaver has not
staged any active interventions, owing to
the National Park Service’s hands-off policy
on capturing and holding sea turtles unless they are in immi-
nent danger. Instead, she developed ways to evaluate the oil’s
impact. “We weighed the danger of hatchlings remaining in
captivity versus (their encountering) the oil,” says Shaver.
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“Captivity screws up their navigational and foraging skills.”
So, during the regular April-to-August nesting season on
the 60-mile stretch of South Texas beach—comprising North

Padre Island, South Padre Island and Boca Chica— Shaver
carried out her normal duties: coordinating the volunteer
patrols that protect the egg-laying female Kemp’s ridleys, col-
lecting the eggs for incubation at the Padre Island National
Seashore, and, after around 50 days, releasing the silver-dol-
lar-sized hatchlings back into the Gulf.

“We scheduled 23 public releases this year,” Shaver says
of a conservation program that has of late
transformed itself into a tourist attrac-
tion. “Many of the 5,000 people who come
each year from all over the country plan
their vacations around a five-day (release)
window. They pay guides or come in their
own vehicles” According to Shaver, this
“managed ecotourism” is expected to grow
with the turtle population. “Members of an
Indian tribe in Oklahoma drove all night to
come. And that’s just one story!”

Shaver’s passion for the Kemp’s ridley
first emerged the summer of 1980, when
as a wildlife biology junior from Cornell
University, she accepted a Student Conser-
vation Association internship. “I had never
seen the ocean before,” says the Syracuse, N.Y., native. “I fell
in love with the turtles, and when I heard of their plight—a
population in steep decline, possibly becoming extinct—I
pledged to save the species.” (In 1970, only 1,000 nesting
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SHAVER HAS BEEN WORKING TO SAVE THE KEMP’S RIDLEY SINCE 1980.
“WHEN | HEARD OF THEIR PLIGHT—A POPULATION IN STEEP DECLINE,
POSSIBLY BECOMING EXTINCT—I PLEDGED TO SAVE THE SPECIES.”










