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Temporary Food Vending
If you wish to serve food for events or other purposes in Ozark National Scenic Riverways, you must apply for a Temporary Food Establishment Permit.    The permit application fee is $50.00 and is nonrefundable.  Additional “cost recovery” fees may apply in cases where the park needs to provide extra services or staff to monitor the activity.

A temporary food establishment (TFE) is defined by the 2001 FDA Food Code as a food establishment that operates for a period of not more than 14 consecutive days in conjunction with a single event or celebration.    An event that is advertised with fliers, banners, newspaper articles, radio or TV announcements, or by other means, regardless of whether or not a fee is charged, is considered a public event and is subject to health code requirements.  

All temporary food events are required to comply with National Park Service (NPS) Public Health Guidelines (NPS-83).  For a temporary food event safety checklist go to www.nps.gov/public_health/inter/info/factsheets/fs_temp_food.htm or click on the link provided at:  www.nps.gov/ozar/planyourvisit/special-use-permits.htm.
Applications:  Complete the Application for Temporary Food Establishment Permit.  Please review the Terms & Conditions below before submitting your permit application as they outline the specific requirements and restrictions of the permit. Mail the completed application along with the required application fee to:  Ozark National Scenic Riverways, Attn:  Concession Program Office, P. O. 490, Van Buren, MO  63965.  To allow for a proper review, completed applications need to be submitted at least 14 days prior to the event.  

Permits:  If your application is approved a Special Use Permit will be prepared and mailed to you for signature.  Upon receipt, please review, sign and return the permit to our office for the Superintendent’s signature.  After the Superintendent signs the permit, a copy of the permit will be forwarded to you.  The approved, signed permit copy must be in your possession during operation of the food vending.
Terms & Conditions:  To maintain park natural and cultural resources and quality visitor experiences the following criteria apply to Special Use Permits for Temporary Food Establishment activities:

1. Permittee will comply with all NPS Public Health Guidelines, as outlined in NPS-83, and the USPHS/FDA Food Code.

2. Structures, including tents and portable pavilions may not be erected.

3. Electrical power may or not be available, depending upon location and activity.  Cost recovery fees may apply.  The use of generators is subject to approval by the Superintendent. 
4. Erecting of banners, signs, etc. is prohibited.  Signs may be attached to Permittee’s property.
5. The Permiteee and its employees or assistants will not disturb, adversely effect, alter damage or remove any natural/cultural resources, archeological or historical artifacts.
6. Permittee will assume all responsibility for cleanup of the site.  The area used by the Permittee will be left in the same condition as found and all litter placed in trash receptacles.
7. Vehicles may not be parked on lawn areas of the park. Vehicles may cross the lawn area for loading and unloading only if conditions permit. During wet conditions the park representative should be contacted prior to doing so.
8. Failure to comply with the provisions of the permit will result in its immediate revocation.

Other stipulations may be added depending on the specific nature of your request.
If you have any questions about the application process or your permit, please contact the Concession Program Office at (573) 323-4236, extension 231, or email:  peggy_tarrence@nps.gov.
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