Special Use Permits (SUPs)
A special park use is a short-term activity that takes place in a park area and provides a benefit to an individual, group or organization, rather than the public at large; requires written authorization and some degree of management from the National Park Service (NPS) to protect park resources and the public interest; is not prohibited by law or regulation; and is neither initiated, sponsored, nor conducted by the NPS.
Special Use Permits are required for:  weddings and other ceremonies, scattering of cremation ashes, First Amendment activities, commercial filming or photography, special events, temporary food vending and other activities that are otherwise controlled or prohibited.
SPECIAL USE PERMIT INFORMATION AND APPLICATION 

Park Specific Terms and Conditions

In addition to the general conditions found in all NPS administered SUPs, park specific requirements may apply as well. Applicants should carefully review these terms and conditions prior to signing the permit as they set out the SUP holder’s rights and obligations. 
SUP Fees

The authority for the National Park Service to impose user charges to recover costs associate with managing special park uses is found in 31 U.S.C. 9701 and 16 U.S.C. 3a.  Application fees for SUPs are non-refundable.  The 2009 application processing fee is $50 (unless the requested use is an exercise of a First Amendment right or scattering of ashes).  Administration and monitoring fees may also apply.
Liability Insurance

Some activities may require permittee to carry liability insurance.

Reporting Requirements

An informal report of activities may be requested.
How to Apply  
For an application to conduct an event, wedding or other ceremony  click here.   
For an application to scatter cremation ashes, distribute printed materials or express public views  click here.  
Print out and complete the application.  Mail to:  Ozark National Scenic Riverways, Attn.:  Concession Program Office,  P. O. Box 490, Van Buren, Missouri  63965
Note that this is an application only and does not serve as permission to conduct any use of the park.  Upon receipt of your request a Special Use Permit may be issued providing the proposed activity meets the approved criteria for authorization. Please allow a minimum of four business days for your application to be processed.  
To apply for a Commercial Filming/Photography Permit or for additional information about Special Use Permits at Ozark National Scenic Riverways please contact the Concession Program Office at 573/323-4236, ext. 231 or e-mail: peggy_tarrence@nps.gov.

Commercial Use Authorizations (CUAs)
Commercial Use Authorizations are limited authorizations issued by the National Park Service (NPS) to commercial groups (individuals, corporations and other entities) to provide specific services to park area visitors.   Commercial services authorized under a CUA must be determined to be an appropriate use of the park; have minimal impact on park resources and values; and be consistent with the purpose for which the unit was established.
CUAs are required for:  guided commercial trips including fishing, hunting, hiking, camping, canoeing and horse rides.  Other services may be considered for a CUA and are subject to approval.
· CUAs within Ozark National Scenic Riverways are currently issued for one year.

· There is no right or guarantee of renewal.  Permittee must reapply for a new CUA for succeeding periods upon expiration of the current CUA.

· CUAs are issued for a yearly fee. 
· CUAs are not considered concession contracts.  These services need not be “necessary” but are “appropriate.”

· Commercial business activity is prohibited within the park unless a CUA has been granted by the park (36 CFR Sec. 5.3).
COMMERCIAL USE AUTHORIZATION INFORMATION AND APPLICATION 

Park Specific Terms and Conditions
In addition to the general conditions found in all NPS administered CUAs, park specific requirements may apply as well.  Applicants should carefully review these terms and conditions upon receipt of the application packet, as they set out the CUA holder’s rights and obligations in the event that a CUA is issued.
CUA Fees
The authority for the National Park Service to impose user charges to recover costs associate with managing commercial operations is found in 31 U.S.C. 9701 and 16 U.S.C. 3a.  Application fees for CUAs are non-refundable.  The 2009 application fee is $100.  Administration and monitoring fees may also apply.
Liability Insurance

The NPS requires all permittees to carry liability insurance.

Reporting Requirements

Annual Survey Report:  The annual survey report is due on December 15.

Monthly Visitation Report:  Monthly visitation reports are due for each month of operation.
How to Apply  
Print out and complete the Commercial Use Authorization Application click here.  Mail to:  Ozark National Scenic Riverways, Attn.:  Concession Program Office, P. O. Box 490, Van Buren, Missouri  63965
Note that this is an initial application only and does not serve as permission to conduct any use of the park.  Upon receipt of your request a Commercial Use Authorization Information/Application packet will be sent providing the proposed commercial service meets the approved criteria for authorization.  The permitting process can take four or more weeks.
For additional information about the Commercial Use Authorization program at Ozark National Scenic Riverways please contact the Concession Program Office at 573/323-4236, ext. 231 or e-mail: peggy_tarrence@nps.gov.
