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For Immediate Release

Contact:  Patty Dorris 573-323-4236, ext. 225
Ozark National Scenic Riverways
Hosts Public Open House Meetings


The National Park Service has scheduled public open house meetings for the Ozark National Scenic Riverways general management plan (GMP) and wilderness study from September 18 through September 22.  The Ozark National Scenic Riverways includes 134 miles of the clean, clear waters of the Current and Jacks Fork Rivers in a beautiful and biologically important setting.  The GMP will guide management of the Riverways for the next 15 to 20 years.  The GMP is the document that will outline, for example, what visitors want to see and experience, what facilities are critical and needed, and how the Riverways can work effectively with its neighbors.  The plan will also identify and evaluate alternatives for possible wilderness designation of a portion of the Big Spring area.  


Superintendent Noel Poe stated “This is an opportunity for the public to help shape the future of the Riverways.  We’d like to hear how the public would like to see the Riverways managed over the next 15 to 20 years and their thoughts on wilderness.    We strongly urge the public to attend one of these meetings.  I look forward to hearing the public’s ideas, concerns, and answering their questions.”


These are the first round of public meetings to start these plans.  The public is cordially invited to attend these meetings at any time during the hours of 5:00 p.m. and 8:00 p.m.  Within this timeframe there are separate breakout sessions for you to give us more detailed thoughts on how to addresses management issues associated with planning for the future of the Riverways.   Meeting locations, dates and times will be:

Monday, September 18:
Van Buren Community Center, Intersection of Bus. 60 and D Hwy.

Tuesday, September 19: 
Eminence Elementary School, just west of Junction of Hwys 19 and 106

Wednesday, September 20:  Poplar Bluff, Three Rivers Community College, Administration Building

Thursday, September 21:
Salem City Hall Auditorium, 202 N. Washington Street

Friday, September 22:
St. Louis Holiday Inn Southwest & Viking Conference Center, 10709 Watson Rd.
For any other questions on the public meetings please call 573-323-4236, ext. 225.  For more information on the GMP and the wilderness study, please go to the park’s web site, www.nps.gov/ozar.  
-NPS-

Experience Your America
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