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Improved Sidewalk at Big Spring Coming Soon!

Back in 1932, President Franklin D. Roosevelt began the Civilian Conservation Corps, a program to put unemployed boys to work during the darkest days of the Depression. This program was a great benefit to the young men involved, and left a lasting legacy of improved parks for us today all across America. Some of the work they did was to construct the trails around Big Spring, as well as build bridges, culverts, rock walls and, of course, the beautiful Big Spring Dining Lodge. 

In keeping with the spirit of that work, the National Park Service is continuing to maintain the trails around the Big Spring in the style of that period. The old walkway around the spring was in poor structural condition: uneven surfaces due to frost heaving, cracks, loose rocks, etc. Unfortunately, this has required the Park Service to remove some of the older existing walkways so that newer ones which are safer and easier for disabled visitors to use can be installed. The new walkway will have a stone surface that will resemble the old one.
Visitors to Big Spring this fall will see some areas roped off as construction continues. With luck and good weather, the work will be completed this spring. In the meantime, you may still visit the spring, just be careful of the construction site. By late October a temporary walkway will be in place, restoring access. Until then you may still walk across the grass to get down to the water, although access by visitors using wheelchairs or walkers may be difficult
The Ozark National Scenic Riverways, Missouri’s largest national park area, protects 134 miles of the Current and Jacks Fork Rivers. For more information, visit the park’s website at www.nps.gov/ozar
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Experience Your America

The National Park Service cares for special places saved by the American people so that all may experience our heritage.


