
 
 

Clallam County 
Sheriff’s Office 

 
 

Meritorious Service Award 
 

Mark O’Neill and Mike Danisiewicz 
Olympic National Park 

 
 
On November 13, 2006, Rangers O’Neill and Danisiewicz came to the scene of a horrific 
accidental drowning on the Sol Duc River to assist when all other efforts were exhausted.  
The river was at flood stage, high, and fast from recent storm activity.  The twenty year 
old victim had been floating the river and had become entangled in a log jam and 
drowned.  O’Neill and Danisiewicz, under extremely dangerous conditions, were able to 
launch their Zodiac boat and make their way to the log jam and recover the victim in full 
view of citizens and family members. 
 
O’Neill and Danisiewicz acted in a very courageous and professional manner without 
regard to themselves and helped bring an end to a very traumatic event and are an 
excellent credit to the National Park Service and Law Enforcement.  The Clallam County 
Sheriff’s Office commends the bravery exhibited by Rangers O’Neill and Danisiewicz. 
 
 
 

[signed] 
W.L. Benedict 

Sheriff 
 


