Monthly Report submission for Park Flight from Carol Beidleman for January 2008:
Grenadian Educator Assists Park Flight at Big Cypress

Wilan Hamilton from Grenada is participating in a three and a half month international internship for the Park Flight Migratory Bird Program at Big Cypress National Preserve.  This is the first time Big Cypress has hosted a Park Flight intern, and Wilan is the first ever Park Flight intern from the Caribbean.  Wilan will assist with pre-site classroom programs and field trips for the preserve’s environmental education program, S.W.A.M.P., Swamp Water and Me Program, a hands-on curriculum-based environmental education program with the 6th grade students and their teachers from the Collier County and private school systems.  He will also assist with a birding festival, Flying Wild teacher workshop, Purple Martin monitoring and rookery bird counts, and will give presentations on educational efforts in his home country to the public, NPS staff, and at the League of Environmental Educators of Florida Conference. Wilan is an educator with the Grenada Forestry and National Parks Department, a Park Flight partner.  In June 2006, Wilan worked with Lisa Andrews, Outreach/Education Specialist at Big Cypress, during her Park Flight technical assistance visit to Grenada, to develop the first environmental education curriculum for Grenada's school system.  Wilan’s internship at Big Cypress will provide a training opportunity to enhance his 

understanding of a national park-based environmental education field program.  This technical exchange was coordinated through the NPS Office of International Affairs International Volunteers in Parks program.  For more information, contact Carol Beidleman at 970-586-3776.
NPS Leadership Role for Partners in Flight Implementation Committee

Carol Beidleman, Park Flight Migratory Bird Coordinator and NPS Liaison to Partners in Flight (PIF), will serve for two years as the Chair of the PIF Implementation Committee, with a seat on the PIF Council.  This committee meets twice a year in conjunction with the annual North American Wildlife and Natural Resource Conference and Association of Fish and Wildlife Agencies Meeting.  The Chair position rotates between agencies and organizations involved with PIF, and this is the first time NPS has chaired this committee since becoming a signatory to PIF in 1991.

Heads up:  International Migratory Bird Day 2008
The National Park Service is supporting International Migratory Bird Day (IMBD) again this year.  IMBD is an international outreach event celebrating and supporting migratory bird conservation.  It will take place on May 10, 2008 (the second Saturday of each May), but can be celebrated at any time depending on the local migratory bird schedule.  

The IMBD 2008 theme is “Tundra to Tropics: Connecting Birds, Habitat, and People.”  Migratory birds travel long distances between breeding and non-breeding sites throughout the Western Hemisphere, and this year’s IMBD theme will explore the birds that make these fantastic journeys, the habitats on which they depend, and the people who are important to the conservation of birds and their habitats along the way. 
The 2008 artwork (by Mexican artist Eleazar Saenz) and theme will be featured in annual products like the poster, education booklet, t-shirts, and press kit, which are currently in production.  The NPS logo will be on the 2008 IMBD poster and educational booklet, and a catalog of all materials will be sent to parks to facilitate participation in IMBD activities.  IMBD activities can include bird counts, banding demonstrations, bird walks, interpretive programs, interactive games, displays, and festivals.

A sample of IMBD 2008 materials, including Spanish versions where applicable, will be sent to parks when they become available.  For information on obtaining more IMBD 2008 materials, contact www.birdday.org or call 1-866-334-3330.  Parks are encouraged to register their events on-line at this website to help visitors and neighboring communities learn of opportunities to participate.  For general IMBD questions, e-mail MigratoryBirdDay@aol.com; you may also contact Carol Beidleman, the NPS-IMBD Liaison at Carol_Beidleman@partner.nps.org.  Basic NPS sponsorship funding for IMBD 2008 was provided by the Biological Resource Management Division, including Spanish translation of IMBD materials.
Monthly Report submission for Park Flight from Carol Beidleman for February 2008:
NPS Joins U.S. North American Bird Conservation Initiative Committee

At the February meeting of the U.S. North American Bird Conservation Initiative (NABCI) Committee in Arlington, Virginia, NPS was invited to become an official member of the Committee.  Bert Frost will be the representative, and Carol Beidleman, the Park Flight Migratory Bird Program Coordinator, will serve as staff.  The U.S. NABCI Committee is a forum of government agencies, private organizations, and bird initiatives helping partners across the continent meet their common bird conservation objectives.  NABCI includes the Partners in Flight (landbird), waterbird, shorebird, waterfowl, and other bird conservation initiatives.  Its strategy is to foster coordination and collaboration among the bird conservation community on key issues of concern.  For more information, contact Carol Beidleman at 970-586-3776.
Park Flight Participates in 4th International Partners in Flight Conference

The NPS Biological Resource Management Division was a sponsor of the 4th International Partners in Flight Conference in McAllen, Texas, 13-16 February 2008.  This conference addressed the hemispheric theme of Tundra to Tropics: Connecting Birds, Habitats and People, and included an unprecedented number of sessions on education/outreach and international efforts.  Carol Beidleman, Park Flight Migratory Bird Program Coordinator, was on the conference steering committee, coordinated international participation and donations, co-chaired a session, presented papers at an international session and bird education workshop, and facilitated discussions on international relevance and reaching underserved audiences.  For more information, contact Carol Beidleman at 970-586-3776.
Park Flight Participates in NPS-CONANP Sister Parks Conference

The Biological Resource Management Division and Park Flight Migratory Bird Program participated in the “Shared Heritage, Shared Stewardship:  Connecting Sister Parks in the U.S. and Mexico” Conference at Grand Canyon National Park, February 25-29, 2008.  Carol Beidleman gave a presentation on the Park Flight Program and its efforts in Mexico.  The conference was sponsored by the NPS Office of International Affairs and involved park staff from Big Bend, Channel Islands, Chiricahua, Grand Canyon, Guadalupe Mountains, Organ Pipe, Padre Island, Tumacacori, and White Sands.  Also participating were the President of the Comisión Nacional de Áreas Naturales Protegidas (CONANP) and CONANP staff from a number of Mexican protected areas, along with representatives from other U.S. federal agencies and non-governmental organizations (NGOs).  The goal of the conference was to facilitate communications between sister parks in the U.S. and Mexico, the development of individual action plans, and broadening the involvement in these sister parks by other federal agencies and NGOs.  For more information, contact Carol Beidleman at 970-586-3776.
Monthly Report submission for Park Flight from Carol Beidleman for April 2008:

Belizean and Peruvian Biologists Assist Park Flight in New Jersey

Biologists David Tzul from Belize and César Abrill Cáceres from Peru started a 10-week international internship in April for the Park Flight Migratory Bird Program project at New Jersey Coastal Heritage Trail Route/Pinelands, in cooperation with project partner the New Jersey Audubon Society.  These NPS units have hosted Latin American Park Flight interns in past years, but César is the first ever Park Flight intern from Peru.  David and César will be assisting with a shorebird monitoring project in Delaware Bay, which is internationally recognized as one of the world’s most important stopover and staging areas for migrating shorebirds.  They will help with the standardized netting, banding, and survey aspects of the project, interpret project activities to school groups visiting the field sites, and give presentations to staff and the public on bird conservation and monitoring efforts in their home countries.  In Belize, David has worked on bird research projects with Programme for Belize’s Rio Bravo Management and Conservation Area, the Birds without Borders – Aves Sin Fronteras research initiative, and at Chiquibul National Park, the largest national park in the country.  In Peru, César is a researcher who does bird monitoring in the Salinas and Aguada Blanca National Reserves, both RAMSAR sites, and is involved with Grupo de Aves del Perú.  Both Belize and Peru lack capacity for migratory shorebird monitoring and conservation, which this internship will provide.  This technical exchange was coordinated through the NPS Office of International Affairs International Volunteers in Parks program.  For more information, contact Carol Beidleman at 970-586-3776.

Mexican Biologist Assists Park Flight at Great Smoky Mountains

Biologist Ruth Partida Lara from Mexico started a 13-week international internship in April for the Park Flight Migratory Bird Program project at Great Smoky Mountains National Park.  This NPS unit hosted its first Latin American Park Flight intern last year.  Ruth will be assisting with a project to study the effects of acid deposition and mercury deposition on bird reproductive success in the high elevations of the park, as well as doing bird banding at a MAPS station, Peregrine Falcon nest observations, and monitoring for rare Neotropical breeding species.  She will also assist with educational programs for park visitors, local birding groups and International Migratory Bird Day events.  Ruth has worked on forest and riparian bird monitoring projects in Jalisco, at the Sierra de Manantlán Biosphere Reserve which hosts a third of all bird species in Mexico, and in the Ayuquila River and Habitat where the impact of water pollution is a concern.  This technical exchange was coordinated through the NPS Office of International Affairs International Volunteers in Parks program.  For more information, contact Carol Beidleman at 970-586-3776.

Monthly Report submission for Park Flight from Carol Beidleman for May 2008:

Colombian Biologist Assists Park Flight at Oregon Caves

Biologist Miguel Moreno Palacios from Colombia started a 6-month international internship in May for the Park Flight Migratory Bird Program project at Oregon Caves National Monument.  This assistance was facilitated through cooperation with Klamath Bird Observatory, a project partner.  This NPS unit hosted a Latin American Park Flight intern last year, but Miguel is the first ever Park Flight intern from Colombia.  Miguel will assist with mist-netting for landbirds at a constant effort banding station at Oregon Caves, which is part of the NPS Klamath Inventory and Monitoring Program.  He will also assist with public interaction and interpretation at banding demonstrations, International Migratory Bird Day events, and Latino outreach.  Miguel has done migratory and resident bird studies and monitoring in several national parks and reserves in Colombia, and has worked with Fundación ProAves and Grupo de Observación de Aves del Tolima.  This technical exchange was coordinated through the NPS Office of International Affairs International Volunteers in Parks program.  For more information, contact Carol Beidleman at 970-586-3776.

Peruvian Biologist Assists Park Flight at Fire Island

Biologist Nataly Hildalgo Aranzamendi from Peru started a 17-week international internship in May for the Park Flight Migratory Bird Program project at Fire Island National Seashore.  This NPS unit hosted a Latin American Park Flight intern last year.  Nataly will assist resource management staff with management and monitoring of breeding shorebirds, primarily the Piping Plover, through observations, population surveys, nest searches, and erecting public use closures and predator enclosures.  She will also talk with park visitors, students, and members of the local Latino community about the park’s Threatened and Endangered Species monitoring effort, the problems faced by the many birds which breed in the U.S. and winter in countries to the south, and the bird conservation work being done in Peru.  Nataly has studied the nesting ecology of penguins, forest-falcons, macaws, and swallows in national parks, reserves, and Important Bird Areas in Peru, and is involved with Grupo de Aves del Perú.  This technical exchange was coordinated through the NPS Office of International Affairs International Volunteers in Parks program.  For more information, contact Carol Beidleman at 970-586-3776.
Costa Rican Biologist Assists Park Flight at North Cascades

Biologist Dionisio Paniagua Castro from Costa Rica started a 17-week international internship in May for the Park Flight Migratory Bird Program at North Cascades National Park.  This NPS unit has hosted Latin American Park Flight interns in past years.  Dionisio will participate in an intensive Landbird Monitoring Protocol (point-count) training, in partnership with the Institute for Bird Populations, and assist with an endangered species survey of the Northern Spotted Owl.  He will also be a guest speaker at the Leavenworth Bird Fest for International Migratory Bird Day, provide bird-related interpretive programs and help lead park field trips for Spanish-speaking residents of Skagit County, and give presentations to staff and visitors on bird conservation and monitoring efforts in his country.  In Costa Rica, Dionisio has done bird monitoring at the Las Cruces Biological Station, is a bird and naturalist guide in a tropical rainforest reserve on Peninsula de Osa, and gives environmental education programs for community schools.   This technical exchange was coordinated through the NPS Office of International Affairs International Volunteers in Parks program.  For more information, contact Carol Beidleman at 970-586-3776.
Mexican Biologist Assists Park Flight at Sequoia/Kings Canyon

Biologist Laura Castillo Osuna from Mexico started a 13-week international internship in May for the Park Flight Migratory Bird Program at Sequoia/Kings Canyon National Parks.  This NPS unit has hosted Latin American Park Flight interns in past years.  Laura will participate in on-site banding training and a park interpretive operations training.  She will then be teamed up with an NPS seasonal wildlife biologist to run two Monitoring Avian Productivity and Survivorship (MAPS) bird banding stations, and with an NPS seasonal interpreter to provide bilingual interpretive bird walks and campfire programs to the public, present Latino community outreach programs, and give a presentation to park staff on bird conservation efforts in her home country.  She will also do cross-training with bear management.   In Mexico, Laura 

has participated in bird monitoring and environmental education in various protected areas, from the Xochimilco wetlands and El Ajusco forest in Mexico City, to a marine bird sanctuary in Baja California Sur.  This technical exchange was coordinated through the NPS Office of International Affairs International Volunteers in Parks program.  For more information, contact Carol Beidleman at 970-586-3776.

Monthly Report submission for Park Flight from Carol Beidleman for July 2008:
Mexican and Peruvian Biologists Assist Park Flight at Bandelier
Daniel Ruz Rosado from Mexico and Eveling Tavera Fernández from Peru are participating in a three-month international internship for the Park Flight Migratory Bird Program project at Bandelier National Monument.  This NPS unit has hosted Latin American Park Flight interns in past years.  Daniel and Eveling will assist with mist-netting and banding of Neotropical migratory birds during fall migration, working with NPS staff and community volunteers in the field.  In cooperation with project partner Pajarito Environmental Education Center, they will also provide bird-oriented interpretive programs for school children and adults, including banding demonstrations and leading field trips to Bandelier for Spanish-speaking and Native American pueblo children of Los Alamos County and nearby areas.  They will also give presentations on the bird conservation work being done in their home countries.  In Mexico, Daniel has assisted Pronatura A.C. Veracruz with their MoSI (Monitoreo de Sobrevivencia Invernal) program to measure over-wintering survival of migratory birds in Important Bird Areas in coastal and wetland habitats.  He has also studied environmental impacts on birds of wind farms in Oaxaca, and has monitored seabirds in a national reserve in the Gulf of California.  In Peru, Eveling has worked on a macaw project at the Los Amigos Biological Station in the lowland Amazonian rainforest, and on a monitoring project for urban birds in Lima and for marine birds on Isla de Asia.  This technical exchange was coordinated through the NPS Office of International Affairs International Volunteers in Parks program.  For more information, contact Carol Beidleman at 970-586-3776.

Monthly Report submission for Park Flight from Carol Beidleman for August 2008:
Colombian and Ecuadorian Biologists Assist Park Flight at Point Reyes/Golden Gate

Andrés Carvajal Dager from Colombia and Rocío Guevara Morales from Ecuador are participating in three-month international internship for the Park Flight Migratory Bird Program project at Point Reyes National Seashore and Golden Gate National Recreation Area, in cooperation with project partner PRBO Conservation Science (Point Reyes Bird Observatory).  These NPS units have hosted Latin American Park Flight interns in past years, but Rocío is the first ever Park Flight intern from Ecuador.  Based at the Palomarin Field Station, Andrés will assist with standardized mist-netting, banding, and interpreting these operations to the public.  Rocío will assist with the migratory bird education and outreach program to the public, children, and teachers, including local Latino communities, and will assist with banding demonstrations.  In Colombia, Andrés has collaborated on migratory and resident bird monitoring with the Ornithology Association of Bogotá and as coordinator of the Ornithology Group of the Universidad Nacional de Colombia, and has worked in Sumapaz and Chingaza National Natural Parks.  In Ecuador, Rocío has led environmental education programs on endemic and endangered birds for rural schools and communities in Cajas National Park, and with the Charles Darwin Foundation for visitors in Galapagos National Park.  This technical exchange was coordinated through the NPS Office of International Affairs International Volunteers in Parks program.  For more information, contact Carol Beidleman at 970-586-3776.

NPS Attends U.S. NABCI Committee Meeting

Bert Frost, Associate Director, NRSS, attended a meeting of the U.S. North American Bird Conservation Initiative (NABCI) Committee meeting in Arlington, VA, August 11-12, with Carol Beidleman, BRMD Park Flight Migratory Bird Program, providing staff support.  NPS joined the U.S. NABCI Committee in February, after having been invited to become an official member.  The U.S. NABCI Committee is a forum of government agencies, private organizations, and bird initiatives helping partners across the continent meet their common bird conservation objectives.  NABCI includes the Partners in Flight (landbird), waterbird, shorebird, waterfowl, and other bird conservation initiatives.  Its strategy is to foster coordination and collaboration among the bird conservation community on key issues of concern.  For more information, contact Carol Beidleman at 970-586-3776.

