Carving Temple Statues
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GRADE LEVEL: 4
SUBJECTS: Social Studies, Language Arts
KEY WORDS: temple, statue, carving, maces, flax, breastplate
	SS4H2 The student will describe European exploration in North America.

      a. describe the reasons for, obstacles to, and accomplishments of the Spanish, French,

and English explorations: John Cabot, Vasco Nunez Balboa, Juan Ponce de

Leon, Christopher Columbus, Henry Hudson, Jacques Cartier, (Hernando deSoto)
topics.

ELA4R1 The student demonstrates comprehension and shows evidence of a

warranted and responsible explanation of a variety of literary and informational

texts.

For informational texts, the student reads and comprehends in order to develop

understanding and expertise and produces evidence of reading that:

     a. Locates facts that answer the reader’s questions.

     g. Makes perceptive and well-developed connections.

     h. Distinguishes fact from opinion or fiction.


BACKGROUND:  It may be difficult for students to imagine what it was like for the first European explorers to find the Native Americans’ temples and villages. This lesson lets them picture what deSoto saw at the Lamar temple and create that vision in three dimensions.
	PROCEDURES
	MATERIALS

	1. Introduce deSoto's account of a Lamar site temple building. (See attached description). 

2. Students will develop a four-sided design on paper showing what the carving will look like when completed. 

3. Students will then transfer their design to a block of soapstone (approx. 10" x 4" x 4") or soap and carve in the design. 

4. The completed carving may be stained to resemble wood. 
5. Statues can be displayed in twos as described in deSoto’s account.
	-Blocks of soapstone (can be obtained from school art supply company) or bar soap 

-Simple carving tools (plastic cutlery, toothpicks, etc.)
- Drawing paper 

-Pen or pencil 

-Wood stain (optional)
- Overhead or laminated student copies of deSoto’s account


EVALUATION: Discussion, activity, teacher observation
Hernando deSoto’s Record of His First Exploration of Lamar Temple

     The main temple was particularly impressive. Situated on a high mound, it was 100 feet long and 40 feet wide, with a lofty roof covered with finely made cane mats. Inside and out the roof was decorated with conch shells and strings of fresh-water pearls. 

     Entrance to the temple was through large doors. Just inside, the entrance was lined with paired rows of massive, life-like wooden statues. There were six pairs in all. 

     The first pair carried maces with diamond-shaped heads, reminiscent of the "batons" depicted in Southeastern Ceremonial Complex motifs. The second pair held wooden "broadswords" like those in the Southeastern Ceremonial Complex. The third pair held clubs made of two parts connected with a swivel, like flax swings. The fourth pair held "battle-axes"; the fifth pair held bows and arrows; and the sixth pair held pikes with copper spear points. All of the statues held their weapons threateningly, as if they were about to use them on intruders. 

     The room also contained numerous statues of men and women. Carved wooden chests containing the remains of dead notables rested on low benches along the walls. The room also contained "breastplates like corsets and headpieces made of rawhide," round and oval-shaped shields, chests filled with pearls, and bundles of furs and skins. Around the temple there were eight small "annexes". These annexes were filled with different kinds of weapons and shields. Many of these weapons were decorated with strands of pearls, strips of colored leather, or with strips of copper.

 (Account of temple at the town of Talomico, taken from the DeSoto chronicles) 







