Field Trip!
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GRADE LEVEL: 4
SUBJECTS: Social Studies

KEY WORDS: prehistoric, historic, indigenous
	SS4H1 The student will describe how early Native American cultures developed in

North America.

a. locate where the Native American people settled with emphasis on Arctic (Inuit),

Northwest (Kwakiutl), Plateau (Nez Perce), Southwest (Hopi), Plains (Pawnee)

and Southeast (Seminole)

b. describe how the Native Americans used the resources of their environment to obtain food, clothing, and shelter
SS4H2 The student will describe European exploration in North America.

b. describe examples of cooperation and conflict between Europeans and Native

Americans

SS4H3 The student will explain the factors that shaped British colonial America.

b. describe colonial life in America as experienced by various people , including large

landowners, farmers, artisans, women, indentured servants, slaves, and Native

Americans.
SS4G2 The student will describe how physical systems affect human systems.

a. explain why each of the native American groups (SS4H1.a) occupied the areas they

did, with emphasis on why some developed permanent villages and others did

not.


BACKGROUND:  This lesson is appropriate for your field trip to the Ocmulgee national Monument. Rather than just being led around the monument, students will actively search and record information needed to complete their questionnaires, as in a scavenger hunt. In doing so, students will be able to relate topography and the geographic location of the Indian town at Ocmulgee, identify the positive and negative results of European contact on the people who lived in this area, analyze the effects over time that changing transportation modes had on the site at Ocmulgee, and make generalizations about the effects over time of transportation changes on his/her home county. 

	PROCEDURES
	MATERIALS

	1. Divide the students into five groups of five to six people. Assign a role to each person in the group: Recorder (1 or 2); Reporter (1 or 2); Manager (1); Cartographer (2). 

The recorder(s) will take notes and write answers to questions on the handout. The reporter(s) will discuss the group's findings at the debriefing session. The manager will keep up with time limitations. The cartographers will create a map of the site. 

2. Give each group a blank map of the site and a handout with questions to answer at each location. 

3. Each group will begin the field trip at a different location. At each location, gather information which will help the group answer the questions on the handout. The recorder will write the notes on the handout. At the Earthlodge, Funeral Mound, and Great Temple Mound, complete the Indicated portion of the map. The cartographer will do the actual drawing on the map with input from the group. 

SPEND NO MORE THAN FIFTEEN MINUTES AT EACH LOCATION. MEET BACK AT THE VISITORS CENTER AT A SPECIFIED TIME.

Group 1 begins upstairs at the Visitors Center, then visits the Discovery Room downstairs at the Visitors Center, the Earthlodge, the Funeral Mound, and the Great Temple Mound. 

Group 2 begins in the Discovery Room downstairs at the Visitors Center, then visits the Earthlodge, the Funeral Mound, the Great Temple Mound, and the upstairs portion of the Visitors Center. 

Group 3 begins at the Earthiodge, then visits the Funeral Mound, the Great Temple Mound, upstairs at the Visitors Center, and the Discovery Room downstairs at the Visitors Center. 

Group 4 begins at the Funeral Mound, then visits the Great Temple Mound, upstairs at the Visitors Center, the Discovery Room downstairs at the Visitors Center, and the Earthlodge. 

Group 5 begins at the Great Temple Mound. then visits upstairs at the Visitors Center, the Discovery Room downstairs at the Visitors Center, the Earthlodge and the Funeral Mound. 

DEBRIEFING: 

1. Have students sit in their groups. Groups should have their completed handout and map of Ocmulgee 

2. Lead a discussion of the major questions from the handout. 

a. What was life like before European contact? (Include a discussion of gender roles, economics, religion, and political organization.) 

b. How did life at Ocmulgee change in the 100 years after initial European contact? (Include positive and negative results. Positive: metal tools and pots, woven cloth, guns, horses and domesticated animals. Negative: disease, loss of land and political self-rule, decline of the traditional way of life—religion, social roles, hunting, language.) 

3. Analyze maps of Ocmulgee—why was the village located there? What transportation changes impacted the site? 

FOLLOW-UP: 

1. In the classroom, further assessment activities could include writing an essay about student experiences on the field trip, a bulletin board created by students based on their experiences, writing and acting in a short play depicting life at Ocmulgee, an art project, or with questions on a unit test. The written analysis could be taken up for a grade. 

2. Have students do research to identify the native peoples who lived in your area. Find out where the descendants of those Indians live now. Locate on a map the original homelands and the current location of the tribes. 

3. As an inquiry activity, ask students for hypotheses as to why very few Native American people live in Georgia today. Conduct research to determine when and how Georgia tribes were removed. 

Have students develop conclusions as to the reasons why Indians were removed. Have students evaluate the reasons and make judgments about whether removal was the right thing to do at the time. If not, have students come up with alternatives acceptable to all parties at the time. 

4. Contact the Creek, Seminole, or Cherokee tribal organizations in Florida, Alabama, and Oklahoma. Get the names of teachers at your grade level who have classes of Indian children. Establish pen pal networks through internet or by letter-writing. 
	-Blank maps of Ocmulgee 

-Handout for the field trip 

-List of assigned groups and roles 


EVALUATION: Discussion, activities, teacher observation
	 

Field Trip to Ocmulgee National Monument 
QUESTIONS 

	  

MUSEUM (Upstairs): 

1. Examine the WPA photos on the walls. How has the landscape at Ocmulgee changed since the 1930s? What did the excavations reveal? Where are the artifacts that were found? 

2. "The Evidence of Prehistory—A Mississippian Legacy" exhibit: Describe a typical house. What do you speculate was the function of the mounds? What evidence leads you to this conclusion? Is this depiction prehistoric or after European contact? What evidence leads you to this conclusion? 

3. "The Evidence of History" exhibit: Why would Europeans have been eager to trade with Indians at Ocmulgee? Why would Indians here also have been willing? Speculate about the impact of European contact on the lives of the Indians. 

DISCOVERY LAB: 

1. Describe gender roles in village life. 

2. What role(s) did religion play? What evidence leads you to this speculation? 

FUNERAL MOUND: 

1. Locate it on your map. 

2. Look around you. Describe technological and transportation changes which would have impacted the site. 

GREAT TEMPLE MOUND: 

1. Locate it and the Lesser Temple Mound on your map. 

2. Why was the village of Ocmulgee located on this site? 

3. Locate the river, the railroad, the paved park road, and I-16 on your map. 

4. Speculate on the changes these transportation projects brought to this site over the past 150 year. 
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	Field Trip to Ocmulgee National Monument 
MAP 
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