The Green Corn Ceremony:
Creative Writing
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GRADE LEVEL: 4
SUBJECTS: Social Studies, Language Arts
KEY WORDS: festival, ceremony, puskita (buskita), harvest
	SS4H1 The student will describe how early Native American cultures developed in

North America.

b. describe how the Native American peoples used the resources of their environment to obtain food, clothing, and shelter
ELA4R1 The student demonstrates comprehension and shows evidence of a

warranted and responsible explanation of a variety of literary and informational

texts.

For informational texts, the student reads and comprehends in order to develop

understanding and expertise and produces evidence of reading that:

a. Locates facts that answer the reader’s questions.

g. Makes perceptive and well-developed connections.

ELA4W2 The student demonstrates competence in a variety of genres.

The student produces a narrative that:

a. Engages the reader by establishing a context, creating a point of view, and

otherwise developing reader interest.

b. Establishes a plot, setting, and conflict, and/or the significance of events.

c. Creates an organizing structure.

d. Includes sensory details and concrete language to develop plot and character.

e. Excludes extraneous details and inconsistencies.

f. Develops complex characters through actions describing the motivation of

characters and character conversation.

g. Uses a range of appropriate narrative strategies such as dialogue, tension, or

suspense.

h. Provides a sense of closure to the writing.



BACKGROUND:  The Creek annual Green Corn Ceremony involved all the inhabitants of their village and neighboring villages. After receiving a “role” on an index card, the student will write about the preparation of the festival from his character’s point of view. 
	PROCEDURES
	MATERIALS

	1. Teacher reads the attached information sheet about the Green Corn Ceremony to the class.
2. Discuss the roles of the villagers and how they were important to the ceremony.
3. Tell students that they will receive an index card telling them what role they will play in the ceremony. They must keep their roles a secret until the assignment is completed. 

4. Give our cards, face down. 

5. Ask the students to write a creative story about how that “character” will prepare for the Ceremony. Include sights, smells, sounds, feelings, and memories from past Ceremonies. 
6. Students will share stories with class.
	-Index cards labeled:

1 Chief                   

 1 High Priest

1 Fire Maker

1 Orator
2-4 Runners
5-8 Men

5-8 Women

4 Warriors

-Paper, pencils
-Copies of attached information sheet


EVALUATION: stories, discussion, teacher observation
EXTENSION: students may illustrate their roles to be displayed with their writing

The Green Corn Ceremony:

[image: image1.emf]Creative Writing Information Sheet





      The most important celebration for traditonal Creeks is the Green Corn Ceremony or puskita (sometimes called buskita or "busk"). The festival is held each year when it is time to harvest the corn. The festival is somewhat like Thanksgiving and New Year rolled into one. It is a time to give thanks for a successful harvest, to settle differences, and to begin a new year. The celebration takes place in July or August, depending on when the corn ripens. 
     In older times when the corn was about ripe, the chief of each head town sent runners to the smaller villages to tell the people when to come to the puskita. The runner left a bundle of sticks in each village, with instructions to break one stick each day. When all were broken, it was time for the puskita. The festival lasted eight days. 
     Days one, two, and three were spent cleaning and getting ready for the celebration. Men scrubbed and repaired the public buildings while the women swept out the houses. Old pots were broken, baskets were discarded and new ones were made. There must be nothing old in the village for this was a time of renewal. 

     At the end of the third day, the most sacred part of the puskita began. All the fires in all the houses in the town were put out, even the sacred fire in the square. The starting of the new fire was a religious rite carried out by a high priest. The warriors brought four logs to the center of the village square. They were placed so that they formed a cross with their outer ends pointing to the four directions. 

     At daybreak on Day Four the kindling of the New Fire took place. When the New Fire was set, the Fire Maker walked about it chanting words that no one could understand. These were the words of the Sun and, as a result, were so holy that no one should be able to understand them. 

     The priest then took four ears of ripe corn and placed them in the fire. This was an act of thanksgiving for another year. All the household fires were started anew from this sacred fire. None of the harvest could be eaten before this time. 

     The next few days were spent preparing food for the feast, playing games, dancing, and singing. On the last day of the festival an orator told the people that they must keep the ancient customs and rites in the new year. He told the people that they were bound together because they shared the same sacred fire.
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	A= 100-90

B = 89-80

C= 79-70

Try again=below 70


                          Teacher Assessment Rubric

Student:___________________________________Date___________

Total Points: ______ Grade: ________

Student will receive up to 10 points for each of the following criteria:
1. Uses information from the oral reading to give an informed opinion during discussion.

2. Stayed on task during activity.

3. Followed directions of activity.

4. Completed narrative.

5. Wrote legibly.

6. Used correct capitalization in narrative.

7. Used correct punctuation in narrative.

8. Narrative is creative.

9. Narrative is based on facts from the information sheet.

10. Narrative contains sensory adjectives and details.






