Families Past and Present:
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GRADE LEVEL: 4
SUBJECTS: Social Studies, Language Arts
KEY WORDS: nuclear, extended
	SS4H3 The student will explain the factors that shaped British colonial America.

b. describe colonial life in America as experienced by various people , including large

landowners, farmers, artisans, women, indentured servants, slaves, and Native

Americans.

ELA4R1 The student demonstrates comprehension and shows evidence of a

warranted and responsible explanation of a variety of literary and informational

texts.

For informational texts, the student reads and comprehends in order to develop

understanding and expertise and produces evidence of reading that:

a. Locates facts that answer the reader’s questions.

d. Identifies and uses knowledge of common organizational structures (e.g.,

chronological order, cause and effect).

f. Summarizes main ideas and supporting details.

g. Makes perceptive and well-developed connections.

ELA4W4 The student consistently uses a writing process to develop, revise, and

evaluate writing. 
a. Plans and drafts independently and resourcefully.
ELA4LSV1 The student participates in student -to-teacher, student-to-student, and

group verbal interactions. 
b. Asks relevant questions.

c. Responds to questions with appropriate information.

d. Uses language cues to indicate different levels of certainty or hypothesizing

(e.g., “What if. . .”; “Very likely. . .”; “I’m unsure whether. . .”).

e. Confirms understanding by paraphrasing the adult’s directions or suggestions.

f. Displays appropriate turn-taking behaviors.

h. Offers own opinion forcefully without domineering.

i. Responds appropriately to comments and questions.

j. Volunteers contributions and responds when directly solicited by teacher or

discussion leader.

k. Gives reasons in support of opinions expressed.

l. Clarifies, illustrates, or expands on a response when asked to do so; asks

classmates for similar expansions.


BACKGROUND:  Traditionally, Native American people had clearly defined roles for each member of the family. By comparing their own family roles to those of the native American children,  students will be able to define and identify their nuclear and extended family, learn the roles in their family structure, and learn the value of having a close family. 
	PROCEDURES
	MATERIALS

	1. Teacher reads the information sheet aloud as the students follow along.

2. Have students discuss the roles each family member played in the village. They may wish to draw up a group chart outlining each member's various tasks. 

2. Have each student discuss his or her own family roles: their chores, parents' work, etc. How do these roles differ from the past? How are they similar? 

4. Have students create a wordweb labeled “Native American Family” on the left side of the paper, and a wordweb labeled “My Family” on the right side. They should include each family member’s jobs and chores as separate spokes off of the title.
5. Let students share their work with the class.
	-White Construction Paper 

-Pencils 

-Crayons or Markers 
- Student copies of information Sheet (attached)


EVALUATION: Discussion, activity, teacher observation
Native American Families 
     Traditionally, Native Americans had clearly defined roles for each member of the family. The mother usually took her infants with her wherever she went; but sometimes sister or female cousin was called upon to baby-sit. Young girls helped gather wild plants, roots, nuts, berries, mushrooms, bird's eggs, clams, and other good foods. They also tended gardens and collected firewood. Girls learned by observation and imitation of what other women would do (taking care of children, cooking, etc.). Grinding corn and seeds into flour was a daily task. Breads, soups, stews, meats and fish were roasted or baked. Household utensils and dishes were made from wood, gourds, seashells or turtle shells. Pots were made from clay. Baskets were woven and weaving mats was also girls or women's work. Sewing was fundamental in a young girl's teaching, as clothes, moccasins and bedding had to be sewn from skins. 
     Fathers, uncles, and boys did much of the manual work around the village. They made tools and weapons. They hunted, fished, and trapped for food and skins. They cut saplings to get bark for houses, carved dugout canoes, made mortars and pestles, and cleared the land for garden use. They also defended their families against enemy raids if necessary. 

     The elders, vital teachers among all Native groups, were to be loved and respected by all. Grandmothers helped care for small children, made pots, wove mats and baskets, and Fathers, uncles and boys did as much of the manual work as much work as possible. Grandfathers helped to make fishnets, bows and arrows, bowls, spoons, and other things. But perhaps their most important role was to educate the young through legends and stories. 







