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Ice Age to Space Age

Ten Thousand Years of Life and Land

“All Things Are Connected”

By

Dottie Taylor, Teacher, Bibb County Public Schools

Bonnie Fletcher, Teacher, Bibb County Public Schools

Stephen Rudolph, Park Ranger, Interpretation/Education, National Park Service, Ocmulgee National Monument

Many Thanks to Sylvia Flowers, National Park Service, Ocmulgee National Monument for sharing her vast knowledge and love of this historic monument!
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Overview:

Located in the geographic center of Georgia, the Ocmulgee National Monument represents a portion of the state that has been historically significant for thousands of years.  The Ocmulgee site lies in the “fall zone” of the Ocmulgee River and marks the location of not only pre-historic peoples but also the encounters between the native peoples and the colonizing forces from Europe. In the words of the National Park Service’s brochure, “[The Ocmulgee site] preserves a continuous record of human life in the Southeast from the earliest times to the present. From Ice-Age hunters to the Muscogee (Creek) people of historic times, there is evidence here of 12,000 years of human habitation.” This lesson is aimed at assisting learners at the Middle School level with an understanding of the great time span during which the Ocmulgee site has been significant and the characteristics and differing points of view of the peoples and events associated with the site.
Grade Level: 5-8

Objectives:

The students will be able to:

· Locate the Ocmulgee National Monument lands on a map

· Trace the history of the Ocmulgee site from its earliest habitation to the present

· List the reasons the site has remained an important focal point throughout                               

Georgia’s history.

· Explain the differing points of view of the various peoples who came into contact 

at this historic site

· Formulate a plan for the continued preservation of a valuable site while 

                                          considering the needs of a modern community

Materials:


One roll of adding machine paper


Overhead transparency showing the state of Georgia with the Ocmulgee site 

                        labeled


Copies of the instruction, information and fact gathering sheets and photographs 


and/or drawings for each of the time periods to be analyzed


Colored markers


8 ½ X 11 inch drawing paper to be used for student products


Computers and internet access for student research


Textbooks/Resource Books

National History Standards Addressed:

Standard One: The student thinks chronologically
Standard Three: The student engages in historical analysis and interpretation

Standard Four: The student conducts historical research

Standard Five: The student engages in historical issues-analysis and decision- 

                        making

National Geography Standards Addressed:

Standard One: How to use maps and other geographic representations, tools, and          

                         technologies to acquire, process, and report information from a 

                         spatial perspective

Standard Six: How culture and experience influence people’s perceptions of 

                        places and regions

Standard Nine: The characteristics, distribution, and migration of human 

                        populations on earth’s surface

Standard Twelve: The processes, patterns, and functions of human settlement

Standard Thirteen: How the forces of cooperation and conflict among people 

                         influence the division and control of earth’s surface

Standard Seventeen: How to apply geography to interpret the past

Standard Eighteen: How to apply geography to interpret the present and plan for 

                         the future
Georgia Quality Core Curriculum Objectives Addressed:


8.3.  Identifies important geographical features of Georgia and describes 
 

        
        ecosystems present in each.


8.5.  Identifies geographical factors and explains how they have influenced 

                    Georgia’s exploration, settlement and economic development.


8.6.  Describes and analyzes Georgia’s pre-historic Indian civilizations.


8.7.  Traces Spanish and English exploration and rivalry from the discovery of the 

                    New World up to the colonization of Georgia.


8.8.  Explains the impact of Spanish and English conquest on the Indian 

 
        
        civilizations of North America and the impact of the Indian civilizations on 
    
        
        the European settlers.


8.22.Traces the westward expansion of Georgia after the Revolution.


8.23.Examines and analyzes the events that led to the removal of the Indians from 

                    Georgia.


8.54.Develops and interprets charts, tables, timelines, graphs, diagrams and other 

                    graphic aids.


8.62. Formulates possible alternatives or solutions to a given problem.


8.72. Places related events in chronological order.


8.80. Uses physical maps of Georgia and the Southeast to explain historical and 

                     current events.

Virginia Standards of Learning Addressed:


USI.1   The student will develop skills for historical and geographical analysis, 



 including the ability to



a)  identify and interpret primary and secondary source documents to 


     
     increase understanding of events and life in United States history to 


     
     1877;



b)  make connections between the past and the present;



c)  sequence events in United States history from pre-Columbian times to 


     
     1877;



d)  interpret ideas and events from different historical perspectives;



e)  evaluate and discuss issues orally and in writing.


USI.3  The student will demonstrate knowledge of how early cultures developed



In North America by



b) describing how the American Indians (First Americans) used their 



    environment to obtain food, clothing and shelter.


USI.4  The student will demonstrate knowledge of European exploration in

                       North America and West Africa by 



b)  describing cultural interactions between Europeans and American 


                 Indians (First Americans) that led to cooperation and conflict.


USII.1 The student will demonstrate skills for historical and geographical 



            analysis, including the ability to



a)  analyze and interpret primary and secondary source documents to 



     increase understanding of events and life in United States history



     from 1877 to the present;



b)  make connections between past and present;



c)  sequence events in United States history from 1877 to the present;



d)  interpret ideas and events from different historical perspectives;



e)  evaluate and debate issues orally and in writing.


WHI.2  The student will demonstrate knowledge of early development of 



             humankind from the Paleolithic Era to the agricultural revolution by



 a)  explaining the impact of geographic environment on hunter-gatherer 


     
      societies;



 b)  listing characteristics of hunter-gatherer societies, including their use 


                  of tools and fire; 



 c)  describing technological and social advancements that gave rise to



      stable communities;



 d)  explaining how archaeological discoveries are changing present-day



      knowledge of early peoples.

Massachusetts History and Social Science Learning Standards, Concepts and Skills Addressed:


4.1.   Observe and describe national historic sites and describe their function and

                     significance.


4.20. Identify the five different European countries (France, Spain, England, 

         
         Russia and the Netherlands) that influenced different regions of the present 

                   
         United States at the time the New World was being explored and describe 
  
         
         how their influence can be traced to place names, architectural features, and 

         
         language.


4.21. Describe the diverse nature of the American people by identifying the 

         
         distinctive contributions to American culture of:


         a)  several indigenous people in different areas of the country.


5.2.   Interpret timelines of events studies.


5.6.   Explain the early relationship of the English settlers to the indigenous 

         
         peoples, or Indians, in North American, including the differing views on 

                     ownership or use of land and the conflicts between them.

Preparation:

1. Prepare a packet of the materials and instructions for each of the eleven groups/time 

periods to be studied.  To add drama to the lesson, the teacher might package the photos, artifacts, materials and instructions for each group in a folder or envelope resembling a time capsule or treasure chest.  In this way the simulation of a “time travel” for the class could be enhanced.

2. (The amount of preparation of the timeline done by the teacher and the amount to be done by    
the students can be determined according to the age and abilities of the student group. 
Where younger students may require more teacher preparation, older and more advanced 
students may construct and label the timeline themselves.)  Measure a roll of adding 
machine tape to a length of 221 inches (approx 18 ½  feet). Using the scale of 1 inch 
equals 50 years, label/mark the following dates at the appropriate place on the paper:  
9000 BC, 8000 BC, 2500BC, 1000BC, 900AD, 1150 , 1350, 1540 , 1690, 1704, 1715, 
1733, 1739, 1778, 1793, 1805, 1806, 1819, 1821, 1823, 1826, 1828, 1843, 1840, 1864, 
1874, 1933, 1934, 1936. 1960’s, 1970’s, 1997 

3. Attach the prepared timeline to the wall so that it can be used by the student groups to show 
and describe the events taking place during their time period. 

4. Make an overhead transparency of the outline map of Georgia with the location of the 
Ocmulgee National Monument Site located.

Procedure:

1. Introduce the class to the Ocmulgee site by reading the following:
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Thousands of years ago, before Columbus, before the Middle Ages in Europe, before the great empires of Greece, Rome, and Africa, before man had the skills of writing, farming or of making metal tools, a hunter with his stone weapon stalked his prey through the center of what would one day become the state of Georgia in the United States. Perhaps he was successful and those who traveled with him ate well, or perhaps they wandered on, seeking whatever they could find to feed themselves.  Whatever their fate, the fact remains that they left one small remnant of their passing: a stone spear point.  For thousands of years this small object lay in the soils near today’s Ocmulgee River and eventually became the starting point for a long fantastic history of one small portion of our country. 

Today, the Ocmulgee National Monument preserves a continuous record of human life in this place.  From Ice-Age hunters to the Muscogee (Creek) people of modern times, there is evidence here of 12,000 years of human habitation. 

Today the most visible remains of the early people are the eight earthen mounds and the remains of a ceremonial earthlodge left by a skillful farming people known to us as Mississippians.  But there is much more to the history of this site than just the mounds left by one of its inhabitant groups. The story of the Ocmulgee site begins in the age of stone implements and travels through each of the ages of man’s development.  It [image: image31.png]


includes cultures, and conflicts, conquest and continuity.  The outcome of the story of this site is yet to be written.  

We are about to embark on a travel in time to several of the important and significant periods in the history of this particular place.  We’ll begin over 10,000 years ago with that hunter who left his spear point and continue on through the eyes of others who ventured here until we reach the site as it stands today.

2.  Display the overhead transparency of Georgia showing the Ocmulgee site.  Help students to     
locate the site in the state of Georgia. The location might also be pointed out on any map 
of the United States available in the classroom. Leave this map on display for reference 
during the research and presentation portion of the lesson.

3. Point out the location of the “fall line” in Georgia and discuss the meaning of the “fall line” or 
“fall zone.”

4.  Take a virtual visit to the Ocmulgee Monument Site by visiting the following website:


http://www.nps.gov/ocmu/VirtualVisit.htm

or alternately have each group do this visit once they have received their packet and are 
ready to begin their inquiry.

5. Divide the class into eleven groups

6. Distribute to each of the groups one packet ( time capsule ) of resource material.

7. Have the students explore the material in their packet of artifacts and resource material.  They 
will have questions to answer and artifacts/material to analyze. They should also have 
access to the internet for additional research on websites listed in their packets.  Allow 
one or two class periods for this research. 

8. Have each group produce a drawing, map, or other graphic representation of the events and 
developments of their particular time span. Note: some groups will have several 
significant events to add to the timeline.  Teachers may wish to add a few additional 
people to those groups with multiple significant events.

9. At the end of the research time, each group should be prepared to make a short 3-4 minute 
presentation to the class to explain the events which took place in the Ocmulgee 
Monument area during their time period.  While giving this explanation, they will attach 
their drawings, etc. to the wall above or below the timeline and run a string or  piece of 
yarn from the drawing to the appropriate place on the timeline.

Evaluation:

1.  3-4 minute oral presentations with student produced visual aids.

2.  Authentic Assessment:  Students will apply knowledge gained in this lesson’s activities by 
reading “The Land Is Sacred To Us” and constructing a written response in essay form to 
the following:  How is the Ocmulgee National Historic Site an example of what Chief 
Sealth, Chief Seattle, meant when he said that all things are connected?  Use facts 
gathered during group research and oral presentations to support you answer.

The National Park System 
Caring for the American Legacy

Suggestions for further discussion or in depth study:

1.  Provide students with the following mission statement from the National Park Service.  Ask 
students to brainstorm ideas and write, as a class, a new mission statement for the 
National Park Service or, more specifically, a mission statement for the preservation of 
the Ocmulgee National Monument.

http://www.nps.gov/legacy/mission.html
"...to promote and regulate the use of the...national parks...which purpose is to conserve the scenery and the natural and historic objects and the wild life therein and to provide for the enjoyment of the same in such manner and by such means as will leave them unimpaired for the enjoyment of future generations." 
National Park Service Organic Act, 16 U.S.C.1.
The National park Service preserves unimpaired the natural and cultural resources and values of the national park system for the enjoyment, education, and inspiration of this and future generations. The Park Service cooperates with partners to extend the benefits of natural and cultural resource conservation and outdoor recreation throughout this country and the world.

2.  Ask students whether or not they feel it is important to preserve places, structures and 
artifacts.  

3.  Have students bring in old photographs of their city/town or of a familiar place.  Discuss 
whether or not the area in the photograph has changed over the years.  Discuss 
“progress.”  Is progress good or bad?  Can it be both?  How?  Is “progress” demonstrated 
in the photograph being discussed?  What kind of information can be deduced from 
observing the photograph?

4.  Discuss the current controversial issue of the proposed Fall Line Freeway.  Have students 
read the following and then formulate and defend positions either opposing the freeway 
or in favor of the project.

Ocmulgee National Monument Placed on List of Endangered National Parks; Fall Line Freeway route threatens the Old Fields 
To: State Desk, Environment Reporter 
Contact: Jill Stephens of NPCA, 865-329-2424 

WASHINGTON, March 25 /U.S. Newswire/ -- The National Parks Conservation Association (NPCA), the nation's leading park advocacy organization, today named Georgia's Ocmulgee National Monument to its fourth annual list of America's Ten Most Endangered National Parks. Highway development adjacent to the park threatens both the national monument and ancient artifacts. 

"We simply can't accept a four-lane highway passing just a stone's throw away from the national monument and straight through a piece of land with nationally significant artifacts when other routes exist," said Jill Stephens, Program Assistant for NPCA's Southeast Regional Office. 

More than ten years ago, the Georgia Department of Transportation started planning the Fall Line Freeway, a four-lane highway to connect Augusta, Macon, and Columbia. The agency chose a route through Macon that would run directly over a flood plain adjacent to the only undeveloped side of Ocmulgee National Monument. This land, also known as the Ocmulgee Old Fields, contains historic artifacts that may date back 12,000 years. In 1999, Old Fields was declared the first Traditional Cultural Property east of the Mississippi River and placed on the National Register of Historic Places as the site where the Muscogee Creek Indians "first sat down" and settled into an agrarian lifestyle. 

In 1936, Congress recognized the cultural and historic significance of this land and authorized that 2,000 acres be set aside to create Ocmulgee National Monument. Local citizens of Macon privately raised funds to purchase several hundred acres. Today, the park consists of 702 acres that preserve seven earthen ceremonial mounds as well as artifacts left during continuous occupation by several distinct cultures ranging from nomadic tribes to agrarian Mississippians. The Lamar Mounds, a separate unit in the Ocmulgee River swamps, includes a mound ascended by a spiral ramp -- the only one of its kind in this country. The park is also home to a wide variety of plant and wildlife species and is visited seasonally by many migrant birds. 

"Cities across the country would give anything for the potential to preserve such invaluable cultural and natural resources right in the heart of downtown for their citizens and visitors," said Jill Stephens. "It's time to recognize the full value and potential of the Old Fields." 

This is not the first transportation issue that the park has faced. In the 1840s, a railroad line sliced through a burial mound. The Georgia Department of Transportation constructed Interstate 16 directly through the southwest portion of the park in 1960. Currently, the state agency is examining the impacts of the proposed route and several alternatives. Both NPCA and the National Park Service support routes that bypass Ocmulgee National Monument and the Old Fields. 

"We need to stop repeating past mistakes," Jill Stephens said. "If those who are pushing this roadway through the Old Fields are willing to consider a genuine alternative, Macon will be able to build a future that contains good transportation systems and a reason for a lot of visitors to stop." 

The other parks on the Ten Most Endangered National Parks List are: Yellowstone National Park (Wyoming), Valley Forge National Historical Park (Pennsylvania), Ocmulgee National Monument (Georgia), Mojave National Preserve (California), Big Bend National Park (Texas), Glacier National Park (Montana), Federal Hall National Memorial (New York), Glacier Bay National Park and Preserve (Alaska), and South Florida's Everglades National Park and Big Cypress National Preserve. 

NPCA Protecting Parks for Future Generations(tm) 
Founded in 1919, the National Parks Conservation Association is America's only private, nonprofit advocacy organization dedicated solely to protecting, preserving, and enhancing the National Park System. NPCA has more than 425,000 members. A library of national park information, including fact sheets, congressional testimony, position statements, and press releases, can be found on NPCA's Web site at http://www.eparks.org/media_center. 

 http://www.usnewswire.com/topnews/first/0325-308.html

 HYPERLINK "http://www.npca.org/across_the_nation/ten_most_endangered/ocmulgee.asp" 
http://www.npca.org/across_the_nation/ten_most_endangered/ocmulgee.asp

 HYPERLINK "http://www.npca.org/across_the_nation/ten_most_endangered/ocmulgee.asp" 
http://www.npca.org/across_the_nation/ten_most_endangered/ocmulgee.asp
http://www.tripadvisor.com/ShowUrl-g60920-d102971-r1138503-e__2F__Attraction_Review__2D__g60920__2D__d102971__2D__Reviews__2D__Ocmulgee_National_Monument__2D__Macon_Georgia__2E__html-Ocmulgee_National_Monument-Macon_Georgia.html
NOTE:

Encourage students to download or find music to use as a background for oral presentations.  Just as music is universal and can cross time and cultures and has enriched everyday life for thousands of years, it will enhance the presentations greatly.  Some of the earlier time periods in this lesson may present a challenge.  Again, encourage students to be creative.  Forest or animal sounds would be a good accompaniment for the Paleo and Archaic periods.  Drums would be appropriate for the Woodland period.     

Overhead Transparency of Georgia
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Information Packet 1

Paleo Period

Pre- 9000BC

Instructions:

 1.  Read all of the enclosed material concerning the people of this time period. 

 2. Look at the artifacts, maps, drawings or photos enclosed and using the 

guidelines provided, interpret their meaning.

 3. Consult any material available in your textbook which will help you to 

understand the time period. 

 4. Visit any internet sites provided which will give additional information on


the people or event.

5. Prepare a drawing, map, or other visual aid which will show the significant 

 
accomplishments, the cultural characteristics, the conflicts, attitudes, 

and/or historical events that occurred during your time period.


6. When called upon, your group should make a 3-4 minute presentation on the 

events of your time period and attach your drawing to the timeline at the 

appropriate spot to show what was happening at the Ocmulgee site during 

your time period.

Useful Internet Sites:


http://www.nps.gov/ocmu/

http://www.roadsidegeorgia.com/site/ocmulgee_mounds.html

http://www.cr.nps.gov/seac/outline/02-paleoindian/index.htm

http://www.cr.nps.gov/seac/outline/02-paleoindian/point_types.gif
            http://www.cviog.uga.edu/Projects/gainfo/gahist.htm
Background:

The first inhabitants of this region were nomadic hunters. These hunters sought large mammals.  This type of hunting was one of the earliest stages of human culture in North America.  One of the most distinctive types of spear points called Clovis, was found on the ancient Ocmulgee site. At the end of this period the glaciers began to melt, and people adjusted to gradually warming weather. Many of the ice age mammals began to face extinction.

Information Packet 1
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In the 1930’s a very significant spear point was found on the Ocmulgee site.  This spear point was a long, fluted chipped stone projectile known as a Clovis point which was very typical of the points used by the Paleo Indians.

Examine the drawing and photo of the Clovis spear point above. 

1. What evidence is there that this spear point was man made?

2. How would this point be attached to a spear?

3. How close to the animal would a hunter have to be in order to use a spear of this type?

4. What are the difficulties of using this type of weapon to kill a large animal?

5. Where did the Clovis spear point get its name?

Information Packet 1




Examine the drawing above.

1. What type of animal are the hunters attempting to kill?

2. What are the particular difficulties in bringing down such an animal?

3.  What weapons are the hunters using?  What difficulties would there be in using such a 

     weapon for this purpose?

4. List as many ways that you can think of that the hunters might use the resources 

    obtained from this animal.

Information Packet 2

Archaic Period

8000-1000 BC

Instructions:

 1.  Read all of the enclosed material concerning the people of this time period. 

 2. Look at the artifacts, maps, drawings or photos enclosed and using the 

guidelines provided, interpret their meaning.

 3. Consult any material available in your textbook which will help you to 

understand the time period. 

 4. Visit any internet sites provided which will give additional information on


the people or event.

5. Prepare a drawing, map, or other visual aid which will show the significant 

 
accomplishments, the cultural characteristics, the conflicts, attitudes, 

and/or historical events that occurred during your time period.


6. When called upon, your group should make a 3-4 minute presentation on the 

events of your time period and attach your drawing to the timeline at the 

appropriate spot to show what was happening at the Ocmulgee site during 

your time period.

Useful Internet Sites:


http://www.nps.gov/ocmu/

http://www.roadsidegeorgia.com/site/ocmulgee_mounds.html

http://www.cr.nps.gov/seac/outline/03-archaic/index.htm

http://bama.ua.edu/~alaarch/Archaicmain.htm
            http://www.cviog.uga.edu/Projects/gainfo/gahist.htm
Background:

As the glaciers of the ice age melted, people adjusted to gradually warming weather. Many Ice Age mammals become extinct, and so the hunters began to hunt smaller game. As the natives adjusted to a climate much like ours today they became efficient hunter and gatherers.  They developed more effective weapons like the atlatl (a type of handle which improved spear throwing), woodworking tools etc. They began to eat shellfish from the rivers and along the coasts and to hunt the white-tail deer.  Around 2500 BC, the people in central Georgia began to make pottery which they strengthened with plant fibers.  These plant fibers burned out during the firing process which gave a worm hole appearance to the finished vessel.

  
Information Packet 2
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Examine the painting above.

1. What activities do the people in the painting appear to be engaged in?

2. What evidence do you see of the animals which they hunted?

3. What skills did the people of this period exhibit?

4. What is the origin of the word “Archaic?”  What does it mean?

5. What were other characteristics or cultural advancements for which the peoples of this   

    period were known?

Information Packet 2
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Examine the atlatl above. 

1. Why would the addition of a weighted handle for throwing the spear aid the hunter?

2. If such a tool as the atlatl helped the hunters to kill more game, how would this affect 

    the lives of the people living in the group?

3.  The atlatl gave hunters a “longer arm” to throw the spear with.  How did this improve

     the spear as a hunting tool?

Information Packet 3

Woodland Period

1000 BC-900 AD

Instructions:

 1.  Read all of the background material concerning the people of this time period. 

 2. Look at the artifacts, maps, drawings or photos enclosed and using the 

guidelines provided, interpret their meaning.

 3. Consult any material available in your textbook which will help you to 

understand the time period. 

 4. Visit any internet sites provided which will give additional information on


the people or event.

5. Prepare a drawing, map, or other visual aid which will show the significant 

 
accomplishments, the cultural characteristics, the conflicts, attitudes, 

and/or historical events that occurred during your time period.


6. When called upon, your group should make a 3-4 minute presentation on the 

events of your time period and attach your drawing to the timeline at the 

appropriate spot to show what was happening at the Ocmulgee site during 

your time period.

Useful Internet Sites:


http://www.nps.gov/ocmu/

http://www.roadsidegeorgia.com/site/ocmulgee_mounds.html

http://www.cr.nps.gov/seac/outline/04-woodland/index.htm

http://www.cr.nps.gov/seac/woodland.htm

http://www.ourgeorgiahistory.com/history101/gahistory01.html
            http://www.cviog.uga.edu/Projects/gainfo/gahist.htm
Background: 

People during this period engaged in the cultivation of sunflowers, squash and gourds and later corn and beans.  They began to live in villages for at least part of the year.  Their tools and potters became more varied.  They decorated the pottery by stamping the unfired surface with wooden paddles which had been carved with complex designs.   One very visible and lasting aspect of their culture was the stone effigy mounds and earthen burial and platform mounds.

Information Packet 3
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Examine the photographs of jewelry.

1.  What would having time to make jewelry and other adornments indicate about the hunting           

     abilities of the Woodland Indians?

2.  What materials were used to make jewelry?

3.  What kinds of tools would be needed?

Information Packet 3

Background Information
Each year Seminole women were given strings of beads on their birthdays. One new string was added each year until the women turned 40 years old. The necklaces covered the women's necks up to their ears and chin. When the women became 40 years old they began to lay one strand of beads aside year by year until only one strand was left. The Seminole women never went into public without the necklaces. 
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Examine the photograph.

1.  If age was determined by the number of strands worn by a woman, which set of beaded

     necklaces represent the youngest female?  The oldest?  Are you certain?  Why might an 

     archaeologist be puzzled as to the age of the wearer?  (Read the background information

     at the top of the page again before you answer.)

2.  Artifacts are man-made objects which have been left behind by previous cultures      

     or civilizations.  The necklaces shown above have survived hundreds of years.    What types

     of natural materials do you think would last the longest and what types of natural materials

     might disintegrate more quickly?  Do you think that most jewelry that is made today would

     hold up in the same way?  Why?  Why not? 

 Information Packet 4

Early and Mature Mississippian Period

900-1350

Instructions:

 1.  Read all of the enclosed material concerning the people of this time period. 

 2. Look at the artifacts, maps, drawings or photos enclosed and using the 

guidelines provided, interpret their meaning.

 3. Consult any material available in your textbook which will help you to 

understand the time period. 

 4. Visit any internet sites provided which will give additional information on


the people or event.

5. Prepare a drawing, map, or other visual aid which will show the significant 

 
accomplishments, the cultural characteristics, the conflicts, attitudes, 

and/or historical events that occurred during your time period.


6. When called upon, your group should make a 3-4 minute presentation on the 

events of your time period and attach your drawing to the timeline at the 

appropriate spot to show what was happening at the Ocmulgee site during 

your time period.

Useful Internet Sites:

http://www.nps.gov/ocmu/
http://ngeorgia.com/history/early.html
            http://www.cviog.uga.edu/Projects/gainfo/gahist.htm
Background:


In the Mississippi River valley a new way of life began to develop.  For this reason, the fourth period in native cultures is known as the Mississippian Period. The culture of this period differed from the earlier woodland culture in several ways.  These people were true farmers who grew corn, beans, squash and other crops. They lived in large villages and planted extensive crops to support the larger population. Their pottery, although plain, varied in size and shape.  They built large earthen mounds and earthlodges for ceremonial purposes, temples and burials.  The unique earthlodge at Ocmulgee features a bird-shaped raised clay platform.  This form exhibits the “forked-eye” of the Southeastern Ceremonial Complex.

Many archeologists continue to believe that the Early Mississippians at Macon thrived for 200 years then vanished, leaving the area abandoned until around A.D. 1350 when Late Mississippians built the Lamar Mounds and Village some 2-1/2 miles down-river.  
Information Packet 4
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The photographs above demonstrate with models what might have taken place in the earthlodge. The floor of the earthlodge is encircled by a low clay bench with individually molded seats and a platform in the shape of a bird with a "forked eye."   This symbol is one of the earliest known examples of the elaborate motifs typical of the Mississippian Period's Southeastern Ceremonial Complex, or Southern Cult.  The building was probably a meeting place for the town's political and religious leaders.

Study the photos in order to answer the questions below.

1. Who do you suppose the men sitting in the background are?

2. What might have been the purpose of this meeting?

3. What elements in the photo indicate the importance of the ceremony taking place?

4.  Why do you suppose some men are sitting on a platform that is higher than the others? 
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The photo above shows examples of the Mississippian pottery.  As you can see this pottery is fairly simple without the designs that were typical of the Woodland period pottery.  Decoration in Mississippian pottery was in the form of effigies like the one in the foreground above. This effigy was found in a burial and was once the top of a bottle.

1. How might the Mississippian people have used the pots in the picture above?

2. Why would they have made such simple designs and have skipped any decoration on 

   them?

3. What might we be able to learn about the people from the human effigy found in the 

    burial?

4. Speculate on why the bottle top might have been made in the form of a human effigy.

Information Packet 5

Lamar Culture

Late Mississippian

1350-1650

Instructions:

 1.  Read all of the enclosed material concerning the people of this time period. 

 2. Look at the artifacts, maps, drawings or photos enclosed and using the 

guidelines provided, interpret their meaning.

 3. Consult any material available in your textbook which will help you to 

understand the time period. 

 4. Visit any internet sites provided which will give additional information on


the people or event.

5. Prepare a drawing, map, or other visual aid which will show the significant 

 
accomplishments, the cultural characteristics, the conflicts, attitudes, 

and/or historical events that occurred during your time period.


6. When called upon, your group should make a 3-4 minute presentation on the 

events of your time period and attach your drawing to the timeline at the 

appropriate spot to show what was happening at the Ocmulgee site during 

your time period.

.

Useful Internet Sites:


http://www.roadsidegeorgia.com/site/ocmulgee_mounds.html

http://www.nps.gov/ocmu/Late-Miss.htm

http://www.nps.gov/ocmu/Lamar.htm
            http://www.cviog.uga.edu/Projects/gainfo/gahist.htm
Background:

Elements of the late Mississippian Culture and the Woodland culture to form what is  known as the Lamar Culture.  The Lamar culture, named for the Lamar Mounds and Village (the site was named for an early land owner) was located about 2 ½ miles south of the major group of Ocmulgee mounds.  The Lamar culture featured smaller and often stockaded villages located in a swampy area.  These villages often had a ceremonial center with one or two mounds.  The Lamar site of the Ocmulgee National Monument features a unique mound with a spiral ramp to the top. The ramp to its summit  circles counterclockwise in four complete traverses around the mound. No other mound like this has ever been found in North America. 

Houses were rectangular and were grouped about the mounds.  They were made of wooden poles and cane which was plastered with clay and had roofs of grass thatch which were sometimes covered with sod. 

Pottery during this period was decorated with both stamped and incised designs.

Information Packet 5

[image: image34.jpg]eeoial Floride. By 1685 they wrre irading
Coweta. About 1090 & bud of Lower C
Bick 0 he Macon Plateau

5 o

They returr Ocm
Ocmmlgee Lends. Iy 1%
sarrenders the d





The picture above shows the unique spiral mound located at the Lamar Site of the Ocmulgee grounds. Study the photograph to formulate answers to the following questions. Conduct any further research necessary to assist you.

1. What might have been the purpose of this mound in the Lamar Period?

2. Why is this mound considered to be so unique?

3. Why would this photograph from the early 20th century be so important today to our 

     understanding of the spiral mound?

Information Packet 5
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Lamar period pottery incorporated decorative elements of both the ancient Southeastern complicated stamping tradition and later traits such as incised designs on the shoulders of "cazuela" bowl  forms.  This tilted-in shoulder form is very typical of the pottery of the Lamar period.

1. What might the more intricate designs and more sophisticated forms of the Lamar 

     pottery tell us about the culture and lives of the people of that period?

2.   Pottery of the Lamar period borrowed ideas on the shape and decoration from two earlier

      cultures.  Think about products that we use today and list some that are designed according

      to earlier fashions and styles.

Information Packet 6

The Spanish

1640

Instructions:

 1.  Read all of the enclosed material concerning the people of this time period. 

 2. Look at the artifacts, maps, drawings or photos enclosed and using the 

guidelines provided, interpret their meaning.

 3. Consult any material available in your textbook which will help you to 

understand the time period. 

 4. Visit any internet sites provided which will give additional information on


the people or event.

5. Prepare a drawing, map, or other visual aid which will show the significant 

 
accomplishments, the cultural characteristics, the conflicts, attitudes, 

and/or historical events that occurred during your time period.


6. When called upon, your group should make a 3-4 minute presentation on the 

events of your time period and attach your drawing to the timeline at the 

appropriate spot to show what was happening at the Ocmulgee site during 

your time period.

Useful Internet Sites:


http://www.nps.gov/ocmu/

http://www.cast.uark.edu/grafix/NPS/TOLTEC/desoto1.gif

http://www.nps.gov/ocmu/History.htm#Proto_Historic

http://www.nps.gov/ocmu/DeSoto.htm
            http://www.cviog.uga.edu/Projects/gainfo/gahist.htm
Background:

The Spanish began their exploration of North America in Florida. They set up outposts along the Atlantic coast of Florida and Georgia and began to attempt to spread their religion, Catholicism, among the native peoples. Priests accompanied the soldiers who traveled up the river systems of the southeast. The Spanish explorers believed they were rightfully claiming lands for their king and that any riches discovered should belong to them and their country for the betterment of everyone. To their way of thinking, they were saving the natives by bringing them the one true religion.  Local Spanish landholders called encomenderos  who exploited the native labor were supposed to give the natives religious instruction and to “civilize” them. They were assisted in this task by the Missionaries who gave religious and Spanish language instruction and taught new skills If the native peoples resisted this instruction, the Spanish felt they were justified in using force.  

The Mississippian town on the Ocmulgee site had been abandoned for about three hundred years when Spanish explorers arrived in the mid 1500’s. The first Spanish explorer to cross central Georgia probably near the Lamar settlement on the Ocmulgee River was Hernando Desoto. Desoto was accompanied by about 700 men,  women, slaves, eight churchmen, around 240 horses and wardogs. They brought with them hard ship biscuit, 5000 bushels of maize, bacon, hogs, and iron chains and collars.  









Information Packet 6
In diaries and journals, Desoto’s men recorded that they encountered people in this area who lived in towns along the river where they grew corn, beans and squash.  They described towns with open plazas and earthen temple mounds, and buildings constructed of upright logs plastered with clay.  

However the impact of the Spanish on the native peoples was not what they expected. The expedition's 600 men and 300 horses devastated local food supplies and the diseases brought by the Europeans killed many thousands of the native peoples who had no immunity. 
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Using maps and information available to you in your textbook, internet sites and other resources, trace the entire route taken by Desoto and his men in 1540 when they explored Georgia.

Information Packet 6
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In the above photograph, the remains of a Spanish sword are shown.  Other items shown are glass beads which replaced porcupine quill beads; copper bells which replaced rattlers; and metal bits and axe heads which replaced bone and stone tools and weapons.   

1.  Trade items greatly changed the lives of the indigenous peoples.   What other items, tools,                    

      weapons, foods or animals were brought by explorers to the New World  greatly   

      changed the lives of the Indian people?  How did each item change the natives’ lives?

2.  Name at least two items that you know have been brought to the United States from 

     another country and describe how these items have impacted your life.

Information Packet 7

The British

1670-1776
Instructions:

 1.  Read all of the enclosed material concerning the people of this time period. 

 2. Look at the artifacts, maps, drawings or photos enclosed and using the 

guidelines provided, interpret their meaning.

 3. Consult any material available in your textbook which will help you to 

understand the time period. 

 4. Visit any internet sites provided which will give additional information on


the people or event.

5. Prepare a drawing, map, or other visual aid which will show the significant 

 
accomplishments, the cultural characteristics, the conflicts, attitudes, 

and/or historical events that occurred during your time period.


6. When called upon, your group should make a 3-4 minute presentation on the 

events of your time period and attach your drawing to the timeline at the 

appropriate spot to show what was happening at the Ocmulgee site during 

your time period.

Useful Internet Sites:


http://www.nps.gov/ocmu/

http://www.nps.gov/ocmu/Creeks.htm
            http://www.cviog.uga.edu/Projects/gainfo/gahist.htm
            http://www.cviog.uga.edu/Projects/gainfo/gahist.htm
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Background: 


In 1670, the British established the settlement of Charleston and began to trade with the native peoples of the interior over the Spaniard’s objections. In 1690, a trading post was established on Ochese Creek (the Ocmulgee River). This trading post was located within the grounds of the present day Ocmulgee Monument on the site of the already ancient Mississippian mounds. Here the British traded cloth, trinkets and firearms for deerskin and furs. The British did not refer to these people by their native name (Muscogee), preferring instead to call them “Creeks” because they lived along the creek or river. 

Trading with the Spanish and British brought changes to the natives’ lives. They acquired horses from the Spanish and guns from the British.  They traded for iron pots, steel knives, and cotton cloth and thus began to modify their culture. Inhabitants of the Ocmulgee Old Fields became increasingly reliant on European goods supplied by the traders.  This served to destroy the self-sufficient culture of the Indians.  A musket cost 25 deer skins, bullets 40 per skin, powder 1 lb. per skin.  An ax and a hoe cost 4 skins each. Since they could kill more deer with the musket, the Indians no longer needed to make arrowheads out of flint. Since the emphasis shifted more to hunting for the skins to trade, many religious festivals connected with the farming calendar were abandoned. As the deer population declined and the demand for skins fell, the Indians came to be more and more like the colonial farmers on the frontier.

In Dec. 1703, Col. James Moore came to Ocmulgee from the Carolinas with a plan to attack the Spanish and Apalachee Indian settlements in western Florida. These Indians had been strongly influenced by the Spanish and live near missions established by them.  Moore brought 500 volunteers from Charleston, and recruited 1000 Creek warriors in the Ocmulgee settlement. In this attack, Moore’s fighters destroyed 13 missions; tortured and killed several hundred Indians and Spaniards, and enslaved 325 men, women, and children. Because Indian slaves frequently escaped and were often involved in revolts and conspiracies, they were usually exported to New England or to the West Indies. 

The Creeks took more slaves than the white men.  Some they traded for guns and ammunition. Still others, especially the women, were sold to traders from Massachusetts, who took them back to Boston to become seamstresses and house servants.

Moore’s raid was so successful that by 1706, most of their Indian enemies had been killed, driven away, or captured.  Thus, Moore’s raid secured for a short time the safety of Carolina from inland attack, and thwarted Spain’s attempt to enlarge her influence in the area.  In 1715 however, the Creeks, who had helped the British destroy Spanish missions, attacked the British hoping to drive them out. 

           In 1733, lead by General James Oglethorpe, a group of settlers arrived at  Yamacraw Bluff on the Savannah River to establish what would become the last of the original thirteen colonies.  They were met and welcomed by Tomochichi, Chief  of the Yamacraws, a group related to the Lower Creeks. One of the leading reasons for the establishment of the Georgia colony was to act as a buffer between the Spanish in Florida and the English in the Carolinas. 

In 1739, Oglethorpe traveled across the state to meet with Creek leaders near the present day city of Columbus. In route to this meeting, the founder of the Georgia colony passed through the Ocmulgee site on an ancient trading path.

Information Packet 7


The outline at the bottom portion of the photograph represents the unearthed walls of a trading post located at Ocmulgee.  

1.  Why would the trading post have been built in this particular location?  Were Indians living

     at the Ocmulgee mounds at this time?

2.  Look closely at the photograph.  Note the trench surrounding the trading post.  What would

     have been the purpose of this trench?

3.  How would you describe the shape of the trading post?  Why do you think this shape was 

     used?  (Pay attention to corners, wall shape, etc.)

Information Packet 8

Pioneer Days

1776-1825

Instructions:

 1.  Read all of the enclosed material concerning the people of this time period. 

 2. Look at the artifacts, maps, drawings or photos enclosed and using the 

guidelines provided, interpret their meaning.

 3. Consult any material available in your textbook which will help you to 

understand the time period. 

 4. Visit any internet sites provided which will give additional information on


the people or event.

5. Prepare a drawing, map, or other visual aid which will show the significant 

 
accomplishments, the cultural characteristics, the conflicts, attitudes, 

and/or historical events that occurred during your time period.


6. When called upon, your group should make a 3-4 minute presentation on the 

events of your time period and attach your drawing to the timeline at the 

appropriate spot to show what was happening at the Ocmulgee site during 

your time period.

Useful Internet Sites:


http://www.nps.gov/ocmu/Tribes.htm

http://www.nps.gov/ocmu/Pioneers.htm
            http://www.cviog.uga.edu/Projects/gainfo/gahist.htm
Background:

During the American Revolution, most of the Creeks ( Muscogee) wanted to remain neutral, however, one of their chiefs, Alexander McGillivray , who was of Creek-Scottish descent, wanted them to side with Britain. At the end of the revolution in 1783, the British who lost the war gave up claims to most of their lands in North America, and also agreed to give the land of their allies, the Creeks, to the United States as well.  Georgia settlers began to move into the rich farmlands that had belonged to the Creek people. To these settlers, the Indians are obstacles to "progress" and so they urge the federal government to remove all Indians to areas west of the Mississippi River. 

The Congress of the new United States claimed control over all Indian concerns, and President George Washington began to purchase Creek land.  Washington  promised that they will be protected from any white settlers who want to trespass on their land.  The government promised to give them tools and livestock and to help them to become more “civilized.”  As the population grew, the settlers began to push further and further into Indian territory. 

On December 11, 1805, the Creeks signed treaty with Thos. Jefferson to give up the land between  the Oconee and Ocmulgee  rivers except for the Old Fields of Ocmulgee.

Information Packet 8

In 1806, Fort Hawkins was built on Creek land very near the historic Ocmulgee site. Its purpose was to protect and defend the frontier, to serve as a trading post, and as a place for conducting official business between the government and the native people.  It marked the southwestern boundary of the United States at the Ocmulgee River.  During the War of 1812, General Andrew Jackson, who would later become President, stopped at Fort Hawkins and later in the war with the “Red Sticks” ( Creeks who wanted to fight with the U.S.) defeated them at Horseshoe Bend on the Tallapoosa River in Alabama.

In 1819, thousands of Muscogee (Creek) people gathered at Ocmulgee to receive payment for their lands east of the river.   A ferry was built near the mounds on the Old Ocmulgee Fields Reserve, and the first white child was born here.

In 1821, the Creeks gave up the land between the Ocmulgee River and the Flint River, and in 1823, the city of Macon is established on the banks of the Ocmulgee River west of Fort Hawkins.

In 1824, fourteen Muscogee chiefs signed an agreement that they would never give up any more of their lands.

In 1825, the treaty of Indian Springs was signed, and the last Creek lands in Georgia were given up.  Chief William McIntosh signed the treaty on behalf of the Creek nation, and later was assassinated by his own people for his part in the treaty. Even though the United States government thought the treaty was illegal, Georgia chose to honor the treaty and pushed to take over the last of the Indians’ land.
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Primary Source Document #1

Summary: Letter dated December 11, 1824 from Creek council members the Little Prince, Chilly McIntosh, William McIntosh, Opothle Yoholo, and Hopoy Hadgo to United States officials in response to a talk given by those officials to the Creeks. The Creeks voice disagreement with the officials' claim that the Muscogees were not the original inhabitants of the southeast, but took the land from peoples they conquered. They also take issue with the Georgia Compact of 1802, citing several treaties (Treaty of New York 1790, Treaty of Fort Jackson 1814, Treaty of Indian Spring(s) 1821) that guarantee land rights to the Creeks. The council states that the Creeks cannot afford to give up any more land, they do not wish to remove beyond the Mississippi River, and they decline any proposals to do so. 

11th Dec. 1824 

In General Council 

Friends & Brothers

You have given us a very long talk which we will now answer the most prominent parts of -- You tell us of things which we have never heard before. -- You tell us that the Muscogees are not the original proprietors of this soil. -- that they came from the west -- and obtained it by conquest. -- this we do not know. From all the traditions which have been handed down to us from our forefathers, we have been impressed with the belief that we are the original and sole proprietors of the soil.

Brothers. The first white people that ever landed here found us here. the first red people that were known to visit the whites were from the Coweta town we are therefore under the conviction that our people [deleted: were] are the original proprietors of the soil as an inheritance left to us by our forefathers, as proof of this every sale of lands which has been made to the whites, has been made by the Muscogees. -- But admit that we now hold our land by right of occupancy only. Admit the claim of Georgia to have been a good one to that part of our country ceded to the United States by the treaty of cession of 1802.-- a stipulation in that agreement declares that the United States will extinguish for Georgia the Indian title to the lands within the ceded limits so soon only as it can be done on peaceable & reasonable terms. this certainly admits the claim of the Muscogees to the right of an occupancy until they are willing to dispose of that occupancy.

It is true that in the war between G. Britain and her Colonies, that many of our people were deluded by the British and persuaded to take the side against the Colonies, but after the conclusion of that war which terminated in favour [favor] of the Colonies, a new free & independent government was formed and acknowledged by all or many of the European Powers. After the establishment of the United States government they made treaties with the different tribes, and the first treaty entered into between the Muscogee nation and the United States at New York in August 1790. the 5th Article of which here follows as The United states solemnly guaranty [guarantees] to the Creek Nation all their lands within the limits of the United States to the Westward & Southward of the boundary line described by the preceding article.expressly guarantees to this nation all the lands within certain limits and not ceded by that treaty a part of which lands are the lands which Georgia now claims.

The 2d. [2nd] Article of the treaty of Fort Jackson done in August 1814 speaks this language. The United States will guaranty [guarantee] to the Creek Nation the integrity of all their territory eastwardly & Northwardly of the said line to be run & described as mentioned in the first Article. -- At the treaty of the Indian Spring in January 1821 in reply to a request made by the Chiefs of this nation to the Commissioners. For a guaranty [guarantee] to the remainder of their lands. -- the Commissioners said verbaly [verbally]that we already had a sufficient guaranty [guarantee] in two former treaties alluding undoubtedly to the treaties of New York in 1790. and Ft. Jackson in 1814.

Taking into view the words of the treaty of cession with Georgia, and the several guarantees in treaty stipulations between this nation and the United States, as well as the letter of the Honbl [Honorable] George Graham Acting Secy [Secretary] of War to the Creek deputation, dated 17th March 1819. an extract of which here follows [unclear: viz] The land which was guaranteed to you by the treaty signed by General Jackson and your Chiefs & Head men on the 9th of August 1814, is your land and your father the President who -- holds you and your nation fast by the hand will take care that no part of it is ever taken from you excepting by the free consent of the Chiefs and Head men given in Council, and for a valuable considerations. it seems to have been distinctly understood by the Contracting parties and acknowledged by the government of the United States, that no coercive were to be apprehended by us, nor can we believe that our father the President will act otherwise [otherwise] than in good faith in the strict and faithful performance of treaty stipulations.
Brothers. We have already parted with various tracts of our land until we find our limits quite circumscribed we have barely a sufficiency left us.
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The proposal to remove beyond the Mississippi we cannot for a moment listen to. Brothers. We have among us Aged & infirm Men & Women and helpless children, who cannot bear the fatigue of even a single days journey -- Shall we, can we, leave them behind us? -- Shall we desert in their old age the parents that fostered us? the answer is 

in your own hearts, no! -- Again. We feel an affection for the land in which we were born. We wish our bones to rest by the side of our fathers. Considering then our now circumscribed limits. the attachments we have to our

native soil, and the assurances which we have that our homes will never be forced from us, so long as the government of the United States shall exist, we must positively decline the proposal of a removal beyond the Mississippi, or the sale of any more of our territory Brothers. We feel gratified by the friendly disposition manifested towards us by you and as we met friendly so we hope to part
Your friends & Brothers 

[Signed] Chilly McIntosh Clerk of the [unclear: National] 

[Signed] Little Prince his X mark 

[Signed] Wm. McIntosh his X mark Speaker of the Nation 

[Signed] Opoithle Yoholo his X mark Speaker of the Upper Creeks 

[Signed] Hopy Hadgo his X mark

Primary Source Document #2

Treaty of Indian Springs 

February 12, 1825
Articles of a convention, entered into and concluded at the Indian Springs, between Duncan G. Campbell, and James Meriwether, Commissioners on the part of the United States of America, duly authorised, and the Chiefs of the Creek Nation, in Council assembled. /A/ 

WHEREAS the said Commissioners, on the part of the United States, have represented to the said Creek Nation that it is the policy and earnest wish of the General Government, that the several Indian tribes within the limits of any of the states of the Union should remove to territory to be designated on the west side of the Mississippi river, as well for the better protection and security of said tribes, and their improvement in civilization, as for the purpose of enabling the United States, in this instance, to comply with the compact entered into with the State of Georgia, on the twenty-fourth day of April, in the year one thousand eight hundred and two: And the said Commissioners having laid the late Message of the President of the United States, upon this subject, before a General Council of said Creek Nation, to the end that their removal might be effected upon terms advantageous to both parties: /B/ 

And whereas the Chiefs of the Creek Towns have assented to the reasonableness of said proposition, and expressed a willingness to emigrate beyond the Mississippi, those of Tokaubatchee excepted: 

These presents therefore witness, that the contracting parties have this day entered into the following Convention: 

ART. 1. The Creek nation cede to the United States all the lands lying within the boundaries of the State of Georgia, as defined by the compact hereinbefore cited, now occupied by said Nation, or to which said Nation have title or claim; and also, all other lands which they now occupy, or to which they have title or claim, lying north and west of a line to be run from the first principal falls upon the Chatauhoochie river, above Cowetau town, to Ocfuskee Old Town, upon the Tallapoosa, thence to the falls of the Coosaw river, at or near a place called the Hickory Ground. /C/ 

ART. 2. It is further agreed between the contracting parties, that the United States will give, in exchange for the lands hereby acquired, the like quantity, acre for acre, westward of the Mississippi, on the Arkansas river, commencing at the mouth of the Canadian Fork thereof, and running westward between said rivers Arkansas and Canadian Fork, for quantity. But whereas said Creek Nation have considerable improvements within the limits of the territory hereby ceded, /D/ and will moreover have to incur expenses in their removal, it is further stipulated, that, for the purpose of rendering a fair equivalent for the losses and inconveniences which said Nation will sustain 
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by removal, and to enable them to obtain supplies in their new settlement, the United States agree to pay to the Nation emigrating from the lands herein ceded, the sum of four hundred thousand dollars, of which amount there shall be paid to said party of the second part, as soon as practicable after the ratification of this treaty, the sum of two hundred thousand dollars. And as soon as the said party of the second part shall notify the Government of the 

United States of their readiness to commence their removal, there shall be paid the further sum of one hundred thousand dollars. And the first year after said emigrating party shall have settled in their new country, they shall receive of the amount first above named, the further sum of twenty-five thousand dollars. And the second year, the sum of twenty-five thousand dollars. And annually, thereafter, the sum of five thousand dollars, until the whole is paid. 

ART. 3. And whereas the Creek Nation are now entitled to annuities of thirty thousand dollars each, in consideration of cessions of territory heretofore made, it is further stipulated that said last mentioned annuities are to be hereafter divided in a just proportion between the party emigrating and those that may remain. /E/ 

ART. 4. It is further stipulated that a deputation from the said parties of the second part, may be sent out to explore the territory herein offered them in exchange; and if the same be not acceptable to them, then they may select any other territory, west of the Mississippi, on Red, Canadian, Arkansas, or Missouri Rivers - - the territory occupied by the Cherokees and Choctaws excepted; and if the territory so to be selected shall be in the occupancy of other Indian tribes, then the United States will extinguish the title of such occupants for the benefit of said emigrants. /F/ 

ART. 5. It is further stipulated, at the particular request of the said parties of the second part, that the payment and disbursement of the first sum herein provided for, shall be made by the present Commissioners negotiating this treaty. /G/ 

ART. 6. It is further stipulated, that the payments appointed to be made, the first and second years, after settlement in the West, shall be either in money, merchandise, or provisions, at the option of the emigrating party. /H/ 

ART. 7. The United States agree to provide and support a blacksmith and wheelwright for the said party of the second part, and give them instruction in agriculture, as long, and in such manner, as the President may think proper. /I/ 

ART. 8. Whereas the said emigrating party cannot prepare for immediate removal, the United States stipulate, for their protection against the incroachments, hostilities, and impositions, of the whites, and of all others; but the period of removal shall not extend beyond the first day of September, in the year eighteen hundred and twenty-six. /J/ 

ART. 9. This treaty shall be obligatory on the contracting parties, so soon as the same shall be ratified by the President of the United States, by and with the consent of the Senate thereof. /K/ 

In testimony whereof, the commissioners aforesaid, and the chiefs and head men of the Creek nation, have hereunto set their hands and seals, this twelfth day of February, in the year of our Lord one thousand eight hundred and twenty-five. 

Duncan G. Campbell, (L.S.) 
James Meriwether, (L.S.) 
Commissioners on the part of the United States. 
William McIntosh, head chief of Cowetaus, (L.S.) 
Etommee Tustunnugee, of Cowetau, his x mark, (L.S.) 
Holahtau, or Col. Blue, his x mark, (L.S.) 
Cowetau Tustunnuggee, his x mark, (L.S.) 
Artus Mico, or Roby McIntosh, his x mark, (L.S.) 
Chilly McIntosh, (L.S.) 
Joseph Marshall, (L.S.) 
Athlan Hajo, his x mark, (L.S.) 
Tuskenahah, his x mark, (L.S.) 
Benjamin Marshall, (L.S.) 
Coccus Hajo, his x mark, (L.S.) 
Forshatepu Mico, his x mark, (L.S.) 
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Oethlamata Tustunnuggee, his x mark, (L.S.) 

Tallasee Hajo, his x mark, (L.S.) 
Tuskegee Tustunnuggee, his x mark, (L.S.) 
Foshajee Tustunnuggee, his x mark, (L.S.) 
Emau Chuccolocana, his x mark, (L.S.) 
Abeco Tustunnuggee, his x mark, (L.S.)

Hijo Hajo, his x mark, (L.S.) 

Thla Tho Hajo, his x mark, (L.S.) 
Tomico Holueto, his x mark, (L.S.) 
Yah Te Ko Hajo, his x mark, (L.S.) 
No cosee Emautla, his x mark, (L.S.) 
Col. Wm. Miller, Thleeatchca, his x mark, (L.S.) 
Abeco Tustunnuggee, his x mark, (L.S.) 
Hoethlepoga Tustunnuggee, his x mark, (L.S.) 
Hepocokee Emautla, his x mark, (L.S.) 
Samuel Miller, his x mark, (L.S.) 
Tomoc Mico, his x mark, (L.S.) 
Charles Miller, his x mark, (L.S.) 
Tallasee Hoja, or John Carr, his x mark, (L.S.) 
Otulga Emautla, his x mark, (L.S.) 
Ahalaco Yoholo of Cusetau, his x mark, (L.S.) 
Walucco Hajo, of New Yauco, his x mark, (L.S.) 
Cohausee Ematla, of New Yauco, his x mark, (L.S.) 
Nineomau Tochee, of New Yauco, his x mark, (L.S.) 
Konope Emautla, Sand Town, his x mark, (L.S.) 
Chawacala Mico, Sand Town, his x mark, (L.S.) 
Foctalustee Emaulta, Sand Town, his x mark, (L.S.) 
Josiah Gray, from Hitchatee, his x mark, (L.S.) 
William Kannard, from Hitchatee, his x mark, (L.S.) 
Neha Thlucto Hatkee, from Hitchatee, his x mark, (L.S.) 
Halathla Fixico, from Big Shoal, his x mark, (L.S.) 
Alex. Lasley, from Talledega, his x mark, (L.S.) 
Espokoke Hajo, from Talledega, his x mark, (L.S.) 
Emauthla Hajo, from Talledega, his x mark, (L.S.) 
Nincomatachee, from Talledega, his x mark, (L.S.) 
Chuhah Hajo, from Talledega, his x mark, (L.S.) 
Efie Ematla, from Talledega, his x mark, (L.S.) 
Atausee Hopoie, from Talledega, his x mark, (L.S.) 
James Fife, from Talledega, his x mark, (L.S.) 
Executed on the day as above written, in presence of - - 
John Crowell, agent for Indian affairs, 
Wm. F. Hay, secretary, 
Wm. Meriwether, 
Wm. Hambly, United States interpreter. 

Whereas, by a stipulation in the Treaty of the Indian Springs, in 1821, there was a reserve of land made to include the said Indian Springs for the use of General William M'Intosh, be it therefore known to all whom it may concern, that we, the undersigned chiefs and head men of the Creek nation, do hereby agree to relinquish all the right, title, and control of the Creek nation to the said reserve, unto him the said William M'Intosh and his heirs, forever, in as full and ample a manner as we are authorized to do. /L/ 
Big B. W. Warrior, (L.S.) 
Yoholo Micco, his x mark, (L.S.) 
Little Prince, his x mark, (L.S.) 
Hopoie Hadjo, his x mark, (L.S.) 
Tuskehenahau, his x mark, (L.S.) 
Oakefuska Yohola, his x mark, (L.S.) 

John Crowell, agent for Indian affairs, (L.S.) 

July 25, 1825. 


Whereas the foregoing articles of convention have been concluded between the parties thereto: And, whereas, the Indian Chief, General William McIntosh, claims title to the Indian Spring Reservation (upon which there are very extensive buildings and improvements) by virtue /M/ /N/ of a relinquishment to said McIntosh, signed in full council of the nation: And, whereas the said General William McIntosh hath claim to another reservation of land on the Ocmulgee river, and by his lessee and tenant, is in possession thereof: 

Now these presents further witness, that the said General William McIntosh, and also the Chiefs of the Creek Nation, in council assembled, do quit claim, convey, and cede to the United States, the reservations aforesaid, for, and in consideration of, the sum of twenty-five thousand dollars, to be paid at the time and in the manner as stipulated, for the first installment provided for in the preceding treaty. Upon the ratification of these articles, the possession of said reservations shall be considered as passing to the United States, and the accruing rents of the present year shall pass also. 

In testimony whereof, the said commissioners, on the part of the United States, and the said William McIntosh, and the chiefs of the Creek nation, have hereunto set their hands and seals, at the Indian Springs, this fourteenth day of February, in the year of our Lord one thousand eight hundred and twenty-five. 

Duncan G. Campbell, (L.S.) 
James Meriwether, (L.S.) 
United States commissioners. 
William McIntosh, (L.S.) 
Eetommee Tustunnuggee, his x mark, (L.S.) 
Tuskegoh Tustunnuggee, his x mark, (L.S.) 
Cowetau Tustunnuggee, his x mark, (L.S.) 
Col. Wm. Miller, his x mark, (L.S.) 
Josiah Gray, his x mark, (L.S.) 
Nehathlucco Hatchee, his x mark, (L.S.) 
Alexander Lasley, his x mark, (L.S.) 
William Canard, his x mark, (L.S.) 
Witnesses at execution: 
Wm. F. Hay, secretary, 

Wm. Hambly, United States interpreter. A/ Proclamation, Mar. 7, 1825. B/ Preamble. C/ Cession by the Creek. D/ Further agreement between the contracting parties. E/ Annuities to be equally divided. F/ Territory offered said Indians to be explored, etc. G/ Payment of the first sum to be made by the commissioners. H/ Other payments. I/ Provision to be made by United States. J/ Extension of the time of their removal, etc. K/ When to take effect. L/ July 25, 1825. M/ Feb. 14, 1825. N/ Additional article. 
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Use a separate sheet of paper to answer the following questions.
1.  Read Primary Source Document #1

     Letter dated December 11, 1824 from the Creek council members to United States officials


a)  According to this document, do the Creeks wish to give up rights to their lands?

            b)  How do they defend their position?  Use quotes from the document.  

2.  Read Primary Source Document #2.  Pay particular attention to highlighted passages.

     Treaty of Indian Springs, February 12, 1825.

           a)  According to this document, are the Creeks willing to give up rights to their

                 lands?  If so, what will they get in return?  Money?  Lands?  

           b)  Why do you think the Creeks changed their minds over the course of one year?


      Did everyone in the Creek Nation agree with the Council members who signed

                 this treaty?

Information Packet 9

Removal

1826-1859

Instructions:

 1.  Read all of the enclosed material concerning the people of this time period. 

 2. Look at the artifacts, maps, drawings or photos enclosed and using the 

guidelines provided, interpret their meaning.

 3. Consult any material available in your textbook which will help you to 

understand the time period. 

 4. Visit any internet sites provided which will give additional information on


the people or event.

5. Prepare a drawing, map, or other visual aid which will show the significant 

 
accomplishments, the cultural characteristics, the conflicts, attitudes, 

and/or historical events that occurred during your time period.


6. When called upon, your group should make a 3-4 minute presentation on the 

events of your time period and attach your drawing to the timeline at the 

appropriate spot to show what was happening at the Ocmulgee site during 

your time period.

Useful Internet Sites:

http://www.nps.gov/ocmu/Tribes.htm
http://www.cviog.uga.edu/Projects/gainfo/gahist.htm



Trail of Tears Map

Information Packet 9

Background:

In 1826, the second treaty of Washington officially surrendered the last of the Creek lands in Georgia. Some of the Creeks moved into Alabama while others joined the Seminole in Florida.  Still others (about 1,300) joined those who moved into "Indian Territory," which is now the state of Oklahoma.

In 1828, Fort Hawkins, the Ocmulgee mounds and the surrounding fields were incorporated into the city of Macon and divided into land lots.  Part of the Ocmulgee Old Fields was purchased by Roger and Eliazar McCall.  Here they built a facility for manufacturing flatboats.  A local newspaper of the time featured an article about the ancient mounds in which they were describes as a favorite romantic site and  a “curiosity to strangers.”  The author also suggested that it would be a shame to see the mounds turned into farmland and expressed the wish that they might be preserved for future generations.

During the early 1830’s violence erupted often between the Creeks who remained and farmers who began to move into the frontier lands in ever increasing numbers. 

In 1836, the so-called Creek War ended when about 2,500 people including several hundred warriors in chains were marched on foot to Montgomery, Alabama and crowded onto barges in the July heat.  They continued on their journey to “Indian Territory” as steamboats pushed them down the Alabama River.  Eventually over 14,000 Creeks traveled for three months ( 800 miles by land and 400 miles by water)  to reach Oklahoma.  In 1839, the Cherokee followed on their “Trail of Tears.”

In the 1840’s much of the Ocmulgee site became part of the Dunlap Plantation.  Clay for brick manufacturing was mined near the Great Temple Mound and a fertilizer factory was constructed nearby.

In 1843, the Central Railroad constructed a railroad line into Macon through the Ocmulgee Old Fields destroying a portion of the Lesser Temple Mound and the great prehistoric town.  
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Trail of Tears

Information Packet 10

Civil War and Reconstruction 

1864-1874

Instructions:

 1.  Read all of the enclosed material concerning the people of this time period. 

 2. Look at the artifacts, maps, drawings or photos enclosed and using the 

guidelines provided, interpret their meaning.

 3. Consult any material available in your textbook which will help you to 

understand the time period. 

 4. Visit any internet sites provided which will give additional information on


the people or event.

5. Prepare a drawing, map, or other visual aid which will show the significant 

 
accomplishments, the cultural characteristics, the conflicts, attitudes, 

and/or historical events that occurred during your time period.


6. When called upon, your group should make a 3-4 minute presentation on the 

events of your time period and attach your drawing to the timeline at the 

appropriate spot to show what was happening at the Ocmulgee site during 

your time period.

.

Useful Internet Sites:


http://www.cviog.uga.edu/Projects/gainfo/gahist.htm

http://www.cviog.uga.edu/Projects/gainfo/civilwar.htm

http://www.sherpaguides.com/georgia/civil_war/

http://www.npca.org/across_the_nation/ten_most_endangered/ocmulgee.asp

http://www.nps.gov/ocmu/Civil-War.htm

http://www.nps.gov/ocmu/History.htm#Civil_War
Background:

In July of 1864, Union General George Stoneman approached the city of Macon.  The Governor of Georgia, Governor Brown, was in Macon at the time and called for “every able-bodied man” to defend the city against attack. A battery was stationed near the site of Fort Hawkins.  Big guns are loaded on flatcars at the railroad bridge over the Ocmulgee River inside the boundary of what is now the Ocmulgee National Monument.  General Stoneman burned the railroad bridge over Walnut Creek on the Dunlap property.  He used the Dunlap’s farm house as his headquarters during the ensuing battle.

General Stoneman failed to take the city of Macon and his troops were pursued into nearby Jones County, where they suffered a defeat.  He and his officers were incarcerated at Camp Oglethorpe in 

Information Packet 10

Macon and his enlisted men were sent to the infamous prisoner of war camp at Andersonville, Georgia.  General Stoneman was the highest ranking Union officer taken prisoner during the Civil War.

The second military encounter at Dunlap Farm took place on November 20-21, 1864.  This action was a diversionary ploy for the major troop movements of General Sherman's Union force through Middle Georgia.  In October 1864, as a reaction to "The Stoneman Raid" and news of the destruction Federal troops had inflicted throughout Georgia, additional defense construction was made for the city of Macon.  It is believed that the gun emplacement on the Dunlap Trail was built as a part of this additional defense system.

Later that same year, 1864, Jefferson Davis, President of the Confederacy, passed through the Old Ocumlgee Fields on business in Macon.

In 1874, a huge cut for a railroad (still in use) was carved through the mount area and destroyed a large portion of the Funeral Mound.  Many relics and human burials were removed during this work.

Information Packet 10
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The Dunlap House

1.  Read “The Dunlap Trail.”  

2.  Use the Area Map of Ocmulgee National Monument and Surrounding Properties
     to help you visualize the activities that took place at the Dunlap plantation during the

     Civil War.

3.  Answer the following questions.

     a)  On what date did Union and Confederate forces first meet in Macon?

     b)  What are the two names this battle is known by?

     c)  Who was the Major General who led this battle?  Who was his commanding officer?

     d)  During this conflict, did Union or Confederate forces occupy the Dunlap house?

     e)  Was Brigadier General Judson Kilpatrick a Union commander or a Confederate       
commander?

4.  Read “To The Citizens of Macon.”  Imagine what the citizens of Macon might have felt

     when they read this flyer.  How would you respond if such a notice was flashed over the

     local television station calling for every able bodied person to come to the court house to

     defend your city/town from a terrorist attack?

5.  Study the pictures of the Civil War commanders.  Determine, from the materials provided

     and from the pictures themselves, which “side” each commander represented.  How are the

     uniforms different?  (Kilpatrick resembles another famous American from this time period in        

     our nation’s history.  Who does he look like?)

Information Packet 10
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THE DUNLAP
TRAIL

During "The War Between the States” the newly founded city of
Macon was threatened with destruction not once, but twice when
Union and Confederate forces met just across the river from the city.
Both conflicts took place here on the grounds of the Ocmulgee National
Monument. The Dunlap Trail leads to one of the few surviving
earthworks in Macon, a reminder of another time in history adding

to the heritage that is Ocmulgee.

In 1864, what is now the Monument was the piantation of Samuel F. Dunlap. The city of Macon was sending small arms, canaon,
and supplies to the Confederate Army in Atlanta. In reality, the Southern forces were defeated by this ate date, but there was still
alotof fight leftin the South. The North needed decisive victories to bring the war to an end. Sherman's "March to the Sea" became
a major factor in the ultimate outcome of the conflict. That march led Union forces to Macon.

SHERMAN

THE BATTLE OF DUNLAP HILL

Usnion and Confederate forces first met at Macon on July 30, 1864, in an encounter called "The Battle
of Dunlap Hill;" better known as "The Stoneman Raid." Major General George Stoneman, already
involved in the conquest of Georgia, saw the potential for strengthening Union forces by freeing men in
two Central Georgia prison camps. During the Atlanta Campaign, he received permission from his
commander, Major General W. T. Sherman, to take the city of Macon and free the Union officers held
at Camp Oglethorpe. Stoneman, with a well-armed calvary corps, could then free the many prisoners
at Andersonville, Georgia.

Upon reaching Macon, Stoneman occupied the Dunlap House, set up temporary entrenchments in the
yard, and began to shell the city. Stoneman didn’t know that the city had advance warning ofhis arrival.
On the morning of July 30th, Georgia's Governor Brown and Confederate officers, Major General
Howell Cobb and General Joseph E. Johaston, brought together 2,500 boys, older men and convalescing
soldiers for Macon's defense. George Stoneman found himselfimprisoned at Camp Oglethorpe and bis
men were sent to Andersonville, the very prisons he sought to liberate.

The only lasting effect of "The Stoneman Raid" on Macor occurred when a Union cannonball, aimed
at Confederate Treasurer William Butler Johnstou’s home, struck the home of Judge Asa Holt. Today
The Cannounball House and the Johnston-Hay House attract visitors from all aver the world.

THE BATTLE OF WALNUT CREEK

The second military encounter at Dunlap Farm took place oo November 20-21, 1864. This action was
a diversionary ploy for the major troop movements of General Sherman's Union force through Middle
Georgia. In October 1864, as a reaction to "The Stoneman Raid" and news of the destruction Federal
troops had inflicted throughout Georgia, additional defense construction was made for the city of Macon.
Itis believed that the gun emplacement on the Dunlap Trail was built as a part of this additional defense
system. But regardless of when the earthwork was constructed, its 12-pound Napoleon gun and 8 others
played an important role in the "Battle of Walnut Creek." When Brigadier General Judson Kilpatrick
and bis men reached Macon, they were met by elements of Wheeler’s Confederate Catvary, made up of
the st and 2nd Convalescent Regiments, the 24th Tennessee, Captain Albrough’s command, Captain
Atkins' company and 9 cannons.
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A Union calvaryman later explained:

"The regiment was not engaged again until the arrival of the com-
mand at Macon... when during the demoustration made by General Kilpa-
trick... the regiment was ordered to make a saber-charge along the Clinton
and Macon Road, and from which the enemy were firing. The distance to
reach the guos was something over half a mile, along a road through deep
woods, which concealed the enemy’s guns and their works.

"The regiment... charged along the road, reached the enemy's guas,
which were in a redoubt, completely blockiag the road, there being room only
for two horses to enter the works abreast, In the rear of, and also extending
from both flanks of the redoubt, were long lines of breastworks and rifle pits,
filled with infantry. On the left of the road there was also 3 battery
commanding the road and the point from which the regiment charged it. As
the head of the column entered the redoubts, the first line of the enemy's
infantry... seemed to be stampeded. The second line, however, were seen
advancing from the woods... and seeing that the guns could not be removed,
and that there was barely time to withdraw the regiment before the rebel
infantry would be upen us, I ordered the column to retire under fire from
enemy guos."

Text by Dianne D. Wilcox

SS ACCOUNT

STONEMAN

TAKE A WALK TO THE PAST

"The Battle of Walnut Creek" was the Iast skirmish

fought at Macon. The Union forces had been successfully
driven away uatil the official city surrender was made by
Major General Howelt Cobb to Major General James H.
‘Wilson on April 20, 1865, eleven days after Robert E. Lee
surrendered to U, 8, Grant.

The Dunlap Trail will take you back to Civil War
days. Although not open to the public, the nearby Dunlap
House was once occupied by Union soldiers. The Dunlap
Mound was the "hili” for which Macon's first Civil War
battle was named. Today, the Dunlap Trail is a short,
pleasant walk to ome of the few surviving Confederate
earthworks in Middle Georgia. It stands as a remicder of
| the rich historic culture in which Macon takes so much
pride.

Information about other historic sites is available at
the Visitor Center, Ocmulgee National Monument is open
daily 9 A.M. - 5 P.M. except Christmas and New Year's
B.

Ocmmlgee
Visitor
Center

-

EARTHLODGE





Information Packet 11

Twentieth Century

1900-2000

Instructions:

 1.  Read all of the enclosed material concerning the people of this time period. 

 2. Look at the artifacts, maps, drawings or photos enclosed and using the 

guidelines provided, interpret their meaning.

 3. Consult any material available in your textbook which will help you to 

understand the time period. 

 4. Visit any internet sites provided which will give additional information on


the people or event.

5. Prepare a drawing, map, or other visual aid which will show the significant 

 
accomplishments, the cultural characteristics, the conflicts, attitudes, 

and/or historical events that occurred during your time period.


6. When called upon, your group should make a 3-4 minute presentation on the 

events of your time period and attach your drawing to the timeline at the 

appropriate spot to show what was happening at the Ocmulgee site during 

your time period.

Useful Internet Sites:

http://www.nps.gov/ocmu/home.htm#Begin
http://www.npca.org/across_the_nation/ten_most_endangered/ocmulgee.asp
Background:

In 1933, a portion of one of the mounds was removed and used as fill dirt for Main street in the city.  During this time, additional damage was done to the ancient Great Temple Mound by motorcycles.  Local citizens General Walter A.Harris, Dr. Charles C. Harrold, and Linton Solomon, began a movement to preserve the ancient site. They contacted the Smithsonian Institution about their concerns and Dr. Arthur Kelly was sent to conduct scientific archeological excavations on the Ocmulgee site.  By the following year, many significant archeological treasures were being unearthed.  These finds prompted the U.S. Congress in 1934, to set aside a 2000acre tract of land as the Ocmulgee National Park. Hundreds of workers who were part of the depression era public works organizations participated in the archeological work.

On December 12, 1936, President Franklin D. Roosevelt signed the Proclamation   establishing Ocmulgee National Monument and directing the National Park Service to preserve and protect 2,000 acres of "lands commonly known as the Old Ocmulgee Fields..." 

In the 1960’s, interstate highway 16 was constructed from Macon to Savannah.  This highway had a very significant impact on the Ocmulgee site.  It cut much of the park off from the river boundary and changed 

Information Packet 11

the hydrology of the floodplain.  An archeological excavation in the highway corridor within the park uncovered additional evidence of an early settlement.  Three human burials were also discovered.  This 

road construction destroyed or damaged a number of important prehistoric and historic sites near the park, including the area where the park’s oldest artifact, the Clovis spear point, was found. 

In the 1970’s, further park lands tied to the Woodland Period culture was destroyed by the construction of a Bibb County Sheriff’s Department firing range.

In 1997, The Old Ocmulgee Fields were determined eligible to become the first National Register of Historic Places listing for a Traditional Cultural Property, or District, east of the Mississippi River. 

Today, the Ocmulgee National Monument remains as a physical connection to some 11,000 years of history in the central Georgia area.  The park is located within the urban area of the city of Macon, and continues to survive through the efforts of many citizens who treasure its valuable legacy.
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1.  Carefully study each of the three photographs of CCC and WPA archeological work that was

     done in the 1930s at the Ocmulgee National Monument.

Note:  The United States was in the middle of the Great Depression when Franklin D. Roosevelt became President in March 1933.  Much of the nation was unemployed and economic chaos plagued the country.  Roosevelt reacted swiftly.  Within days he persuaded Congress to legislate and fund a series of Federal programs to alleviate the massive unemployment. Two of these programs were the CCC, or Civilian Conservation Corps, and the WPA, or the Works Progress Administration.  These two programs employed many people.  As you study the photographs and make observations, keep in mind that the workers shown in these black and white photographs more than likely did not have any background or training in archeology.

2.  What kinds of tools were being used at the sites?  Archeologists do not use the same types of

     tools today.  Why do you think tools used today are different than tools used at Ocmulgee   

     during the 1930s?  What would be the advantages and disadvantages of tools used then and 

     now?  

    Use the following websites to aid you in answering the above questions.



http://www.nps.gov/rap/tools.htm
     Scroll through the pictures of archeology students at the following website.          

     Compare and contrast how students are working on their sites and the tools they are using to 

     the methods used by workers at Ocmulgee in the 1930s.    



http://www.las.iastate.edu/newnews/nebraskafieldcamp.shtml
Area Map of Ocmulgee National Monument and Surrounding Properties
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Outline of Significant Dates

Teacher Guide

9000 BC :  ( and before )  The Paleo Period

8000 BC:  Beginning of the Archaic Period

2500BC:  People of central Georgia area began to make pottery

1000BC: Beginning of Woodland Period

900AD: Beginning of Mississippian Period

1350:  The Lamar Mounds and Village were built

1540 :  The Spanish arrive when Desoto explored the Ocmulgee area

1690: A trading post was build near the Ocmulgee River

1704:  Col. James Moor, who had arrived at Ocmulgee in Dec. of 1703 led a raid against 


the Spanish in Florida

1715: The Creeks attacked the British

1733:  The colony of Georgia was founded by Oglethorpe

1739:  Oglethorpe traveled through Ocmulgee on the way to a meeting with tribal 

leaders

1778:  Creeks sided with the British during the American Revolution

1783:  The British who had lost the Am. Revolution gave up their lands and gave Creek 

lands to the U.S.

1805: Creeks signed treaty with Thos. Jefferson to give up the land between the Oconee 

and Ocmulgee  rivers

1806: Fort Hawkins was built on Creek land very near the historic Ocmulgee site 

1819: Thousands of Muscogee (Creek) people gathered at Ocmulgee to receive 

payment for their lands east of the river.   A ferry was built near the mounds on the Old Ocmulgee Fields Reserve, and the first white child was born here.

1821: The Creeks gave up the land between the Ocmulgee River and the Flint River, and 

in 1823, the city of Macon is established on the banks of the Ocmulgee River west of Fort Hawkins 

1823: The city of Macon is established on the banks of the Ocmulgee River west of Fort 

Hawkins.

1826:  the second treaty of Washington officially surrendered the last of the Creek lands 

in Georgia

1828:  Fort Hawkins, the Ocmulgee mounds and the surrounding fields were incorporated 

into the city of Macon and divided into land lots.  Parts of  the Ocmulgee Old Fields were purchased by Roger and Eliazar McCall.  Here they built a facility for manufacturing flatboats.  

1840: Much of the Ocmulgee site became part of the Dunlap Plantation.  
1843:  In 1843, the Central Railroad constructed a railroad line into Macon through the 

Ocmulgee Old Fields destroying a portion of the Lesser Temple Mound and the great prehistoric town.  
1864: The Battle of Dunlap Hill and the Battle of Walnut Creek were fought on the 

Ocmulgee site.

1874:  an excavation for a railroad line was made through the mound site and a large 

portion of the Funeral Mound was destroyed

1933: A portion of one of the mounds was removed and used as fill dirt for Main street 

in the city.   

1934: Congress set aside a 2000 acre tract of land as the Ocmulgee National Park.

1936:  President Franklin D. Roosevelt signed the Proclamation   establishing Ocmulgee 

National Monument

1960’s: Interstate highway 16 was constructed from Macon to Savannah through the site

1970’s: Park lands tied to the Woodland Period culture was destroyed by the 

   construction of a Bibb County Sheriff’s Department firing range.

1997 :  Ocmulgee Fields were determined eligible to become the first          

National Register of Historic Places listing for a Traditional Cultural Property, or District, east of the Mississippi River. 
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“THE LAND IS SACRED TO US”

CHIEF SEATTLE'S LAMENT

The Great Chief in Washington sends word that he wishes to buy our land. The Great Chief also
sends us words of friendship and goodwill. This is kind of him, since we know he has little need for our
friendship in rerurn. But we will consider your offer. For we know that if we do not sell, the white man may
come with guns and take our land.

How can you buy or sell the sky, the warmith of the land? The idea is strange to us.

If we do not own the freshness of the air and the sparkle of the water, how can you buy them?

Every part of this earth is sacred to my people. Every shining pine needle, every sandy shore, every
raist in the dark woods, every clearing, and humming insect is holy in the memory and experience of my
people. The sap which courses through the trees carries the memories of the red man.,

The white man’s dead forget the country of their birth when they go to walk among the stars, Our
dead never forget this beautiful earth, for it is the mother of the red man. We are partof the earth and it is
partofus. The perfumed flowers are our sisters; the deer, the horse, the great eagle, these are our brothers.
The rocky crests, the juices in the meadows, the body heat of the pony, and man - all belong to the same
family.

So, when the Great Chief in Washington sends word that he wishes to buy our land, he asks much of
us. The Great Chief sends word he will reserve us a place so that we can live comfortably to ourselves. He
will be our father and we will be his children. So we will consider your offer to buy our land. But it will not be
easy. For thisland is sacred to us,

The red man has always retreated before the advancing white man, as the mist of the mountain runs
before the morning sun. But the ashes of our fathers are sacred, Their graves are holy ground, and so these
hills, these trees, this portion of the earth is consecrated to us. We know that the white man does not under-
stand our ways. One portion of land is the same to him as the next, for he is a stranger who comes in the night
and takes from the land whatever he needs. The earth is not his brother, but his enemy, and when he has
conguered it, he moves on. He leaves his fathers’ graves behind, and he does not care, He Kdnaps the earth
from his children. He does not care. His fathers’ graves and his children’s birthright are forgotten. He treats
his mother, the earth, and his brother the sky, as things to be bought, plundered, sold like sheep or bright
beads. His appetite will devour the earth and leave behind only a desert.

Tdo not know. Our ways are different from your ways. The sight of your cities pains the eyes of the
red man. But perhaps it is because the red man is a savage and does not understand.

There is no quiet place in the white man’s cities. No place to hear the unfurling of leaves in spring or
the rustle of insect’s wings. But perhaps it is because [ am a savage and do not understand. The clatter only
seems to insult the ears. And whatis there to life if a2 man cannot hear the lonely cry of the whippoorwill or

(Continued)
***Though conoversy surrounds the origins of this orasory, some people credit Chief Sealth of the Duwarnish League (Chief
Seatle) as having spoken these words in a speech give in 1854. This was held one year before the great treaty-making couneil held
besween fouricen Indian tribes and the U.S. Government, The Government propased that reservations be established, and
aliough several iribes opposed shis, treaties were signed: each of the fourseen iribes was to select its favoriie home valley as its
reservasion. Three months later, war broke ous. The conflict lasted tiree years and broke Indian sirength in the Northwest.
Ironically, Sealih was a swong American ally throughout. Liile else is known about his ife.
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the arguments of frogs around a pond at night? Tam a red man and do not understand. The Indian prefers the
soft sound of wind darting over the face of a pond and the smell of the wind itself, cleansed by a midday rain or
scented with the pinon pine.

The air is precious to the red man, for all things share the same breath - the beast, the tree, the man,
they all share the same breath. The white man does not seem to notice the air he breathes. Like a man dying
for many days, he is numb to the stench. But if we sell you our land, you must remember that the air is precious
to us, that the air shares its spirit with all the life it supports, The wind that gave our grandfather his first breath
also receives his last sigh. And the wind must also give our children the spirit of life. And if we sell you our
land, you must keep it apart and sacred, as a place where even the white man can go to taste the wind thatis
sweetened by the meadow’s flowers,

Sowe will consider your offer to buy our land. If we decide to accept, I will make one condition: the
white man must treat the beasts of this land as brothers.

1 am a savage and I do not understand any other way. Ihave seen a thousand rotting buffalos on the
prairie, left by the white man who shot them from a passing train. I am asavage and I do not understand how
the smoldng iron horse can be more important than the buffalo that we kill only to stay alive.

What is man without the beasts? Ifall the beasts were gone, men would die from a great loneliness of
spirit. For whatever happens to the beasts, soon happens to man. All things are connected.

So we will consider your offer to buy our land. Ifwe agree, it will be to secure the reservation you have
promised, There, perhaps, we may live out our brief days as we wish. When the last red man has vanished from
this earth, and his memory is only the shadow of a cloud moving across the prairie, these shores and forests will
still hold the spirits of my people. For they love this earth as the newborm loves its mothers’ heartbeat.

So if we sell you our land, love it as we have [oved it. Care for it as we've cared forit. Hold inyour
mind the memory of the land as it is when you take it. And with all your strength, with all your mind, with all
your heart, preserve it for your children, and love it... as God loves us all.

One thing we know, our God is the same God. This earth is precious to Him. Even the white man
carnot be exempt from the common destiny, We may be brothers after all. We shall see.

This we know. The earth does not belong to man; man belongs to the earth. This we know: All things
are connected like the blood which unites one family, All things are connected.

Whatever befalls the earth befalls the sors of the earth. Man did not weave the web of life, he is merely
astrand in it. Whatever he does to the web, he does to himself.

But we will consider your offer to go to the reservation you have for my people. We will live apart, and
in peace. It matters little where we spend the rest of our days. Our children have seen their fathers humbled in
defeat. Our warriors have felt shame, and after defeat they turn their days in idleness and contaminate their
bodies with sweet foods and strong drink. [t matters little where we pass the rest of our days. Tribes are made
of men, nothing more. Men come and go like waves of the sea.

Even the white man, whose God walks and talks with him as friend to friend, cannot be exempt from
the common destiny. We may be brothers after all, we shall see. One thing we know, which the white man may
one day discover — our God is the same God. You may think now that you own Him as you wish to own our
land; but you cannot. He is the God of man, and His compassion is equal for the red man and the white. This
earth is precious to Him, and to harm the earth is to heap contempt on its Creator. The whites too shall pass
perhaps sooner than all other tribes. Continue to contaminate your bed, and you will one night suffocate in
YOUr own waste.

But in your perishing you will shine brightly, fired by the strength of the God who brought you to this
land and for some special purpose gave you dominion over this land and over the red man. Your destinyisa
mystery to us, for we do not understand when the buffalo are all slaughtered, the wild horses are tamed, the
secret corners of the forest heavy with the scent of many men, and the view of the ripe hills blotted by talking

wires. Where is the thicket? Gone. Where s the cagle? Gone. And what is it to say goodbye to the swift pony
and the hunt? The end of living and the beginning of survival,




