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GRADE LEVEL: 4
SUBJECTS: Social Studies, Science
KEY WORDS: mask, bison
	SS4H1 The student will describe how early Native American cultures developed in

North America.

b. describe how the Native American people used the resources of their environment to obtain food, clothing, and shelter
S4L2. Students will identify factors that affect the survival or extinction of organisms such as adaptation, variation of behaviors (hibernation) and external features (camouflage and protection).

b. Identify factors that may have led to the extinction of some organisms.



BACKGROUND:  The buffalo or American bison once lived in Georgia, but disappeared shortly after European settlement. Southeastern Indians once made masks representing animals important to them to use during ceremonial dances. They used a wide variety of natural materials for mask making. Make a buffalo mask using materials available today. 

     This lesson will enable students to realize the importance of bison and other natural resources to the Native Americans. 
	PROCEDURES
	MATERIALS

	1. Using the supplied template, draw a buffalo head on heavy paper or thin cardboard. 

2. Cut out the buffalo head. 

3. Cut out horns from white poster board or paper and glue them to the buffalo head. 

4. Tear brown paper into strips approximately 1/2' long by 1' wide. 

5. Curl the strips around a pencil. 

6. Starting at the bottom, glue the strips of paper to the mask. Work towards top until the entire mask is covered.

7. Add eyes and nose made of buttons or paper scraps. 

8. Glue a dowel or ruler to the back. 

9. Listen to American Indian music and create dance movements for a "Buffalo Dance," using the mask. 

10. Wrap-Up: brainstorm for ideas relating to how geography and natural resources have influenced the subjects and materials used by artists (e.g., how important must the buffalo be for the native Americans to create a dance about them?). 
	· Heavy paper or cardboard
· Glue

· Scissors

· White construction paper

· Brown construction paper

· Pencil

· Buttons (optional)

· Dowel, ruler, or pencil 

· American Indian music (optional)


EVALUATION: buffalo puppet, dance, brainstorming discussion
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BUFFALO MASK



Rubric for Dance of the Buffalo
Following Directions:
25  
All parts of mask are created as directed

20-24  
Most of the parts of mask are created as directed

15-19
Some of the parts of mask are created as directed

10-14
Most of the parts are not completed as directed

0-9
Student shows minimal understanding of directions

Completion of puppet:
25 
The student completed all components of the mask 

20-24
The student completed most important components of the mask 

15-19
The student completed some important components of the mask 

10-14
Most of the parts are not completed as directed

0-9
None of the mask was completed

Creativity of Dance:
25 
The student used dance to demonstrate the plight of the buffalo in a highly creative, informed way

20-24 
The student used dance in an interesting and creative way 

15-19
The student demonstrated some understanding of the plight of the buffalo through dance

10-14
Dance demonstrated minimal knowledge of plight of buffalo

0-9
Student did not use dance to show understanding

Discussion participation:
25
Demonstrates a clear, accurate understanding of the scope of the problem and the ramifications of the issues involved

20-24   Demonstrates clear understanding of scope of problem and at least two  

            central issues

15-19 Demonstrates a general understanding of scope of problem and more than 

one of the issues involved

10-14   Demonstrates only a very general understanding of scope of problem

Focuses on a single issue

States conclusion after limited examination of evidence with little concern for

consequences

0-9 Does not participate in discussion
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Name

	Project must have:
	Available points:
	Points earned:

	Following directions
	0 to 25
	

	Completion of buffalo puppet
	0 to 25
	

	Creativity of dance
	0 to 25
	

	Discussion participation
	0 to 25
	

	Total points:
	0 to100
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