Build a Summer House
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GRADE LEVEL: 4
SUBJECTS: Social Studies

KEY WORDS: construct, fashion, season
	SS4H1 The student will describe how early Native American cultures developed in

North America.

b. describe how the Native American peoples used the resources of their environment to obtain food, clothing, and shelter


BACKGROUND:  The Southeastern Native people sometimes had several houses for different purposes. During the warm seasons, they often made houses with raised floors and open sides. Using the pictorial chart as a guide, students will be able to visualize how the historic Native People of Middle Georgia lived during the summer months. 

This lesson will show students how the Natives of the Southeast fashioned their summer houses from material in the environment and demonstrate knowledge of how the houses  were built by students constructing their own houses.
	PROCEDURES
	MATERIALS

	Students will be guided as they construct their house: 

1. Sticks should be 1/4" thick. 

2. Use four sticks 10" long to construct the corner uprights. 

3. Use two 11—1/2" sticks for the gable roof. (Students may want a flat roof) 

4. Use four cross sticks 6" long 

5. Use five 12" sticks for the ridge and sides of the house 

6. Use sticks 6" long to make the platform 

7. Use 12" sticks to rest the 6" sticks on 

8. Glue the 6" sticks to make a floor 

9. Use a shirt box (Make sure its large enough) 

10. Push sticks into six balls of clay. 

11. Tie on the horizontal sticks 

12. Now, add the flooring, extra support may be necessary 
	-Pictorial chart with diagram 

-Sticks of various sizes 

-Bunches of grass 

-String 

-Shirt boxes 

-Clay 

-Sand 


EVALUATION: Discussion, activity, teacher observation
EXTENSION: compare Middle Georgia Summer Houses to other Native American Houses (copy attached page as overhead or laminated copies to share)

EXTENSION: construct other types of Native American housing using natural resources
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