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GRADE LEVEL: 3
SUBJECTS: Social Studies, Language Arts
KEY WORDS: container, pottery
	SS3E1 The student will describe the four types of productive resources

a. natural (land)
ELA3LSV1 The student uses oral and visual strategies to communicate. 

      b. Recalls, interprets, and summarizes information presented orally.


BACKGROUND:  The Creeks and other Native Americans used resources found in their environment to make the things they needed. For containers, they used bark from trees, skins from deer and other animals, and used parts of plants for weaving baskets. For tools they sharpened animal bones.  One type of container the Creeks used was pottery vessels made of clay. Clay is a natural material found in Georgia.
This lesson demonstrates the resourcefulness of the Native Americans in their use of natural resource materials.
	PROCEDURES
	MATERIALS

	1. Ask students to pretend they are Native Americans, gathering berries. Ask them how they can get the berries back to their families. There are no stores where you can buy something in which to carry them. Have them brainstorm a way to make a container using something from nature. They may use nothing except things that come from the land. 
2. Tell students that one type of container the Creeks used was a pottery vessel made of clay. Clay is a natural material found in Georgia. Today we are going to make some pottery out of clay. (Directions on next page) 
	-Clay 

-Pencils 

-Nail 

-Scissors 




EVALUATION: pottery, discussion, teacher observation
EXTENSION: students can be invited to bring in items from nature (berries, sweet gum balls, pine cones) that could be used to make patterns on the pottery.

	CONTAINERS 
Make your own clay pots using the ancient coiling method. 

 

	1. Pinch off some clay (golf ball-sized). 

2. Roll it with your hands into a rope about 1/12" in diameter. 

3. Coil the clay into a flat disc for the bottom of the pot. 

4. Coil a clay rope around and around, one on top of another until a pot shape is formed. 

5. Pinch, blend and smooth the coils together (inside and out) using your fingers and a smooth stone. 

6. While the clay is damp, it can be decorated using: 

A. Lines made by a pointed stick or other sharp object (incising). 

B. Strips or pieces of clay attached to rim or sides (applique). 

C. Other objects to make interesting patterns. 

7. Dry your pot for at least 5 days before taking it home.
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Pottery Making

Teacher Assessment

Name of student _____________________
Date____________

Student participated in discussion.



yes

no

Student listened while lessons were explained. 

yes

no

Student asked appropriate questions.


yes

no

Student behaved appropriately with materials.  
yes

no

Student decorated his/her pot creatively.          
yes

no

Student discussed the importance of pottery 

making to the early Native Americans.


yes

no







