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W H Y S H O U L D W E PRESERVE H I S T O R I C 

PLACES? 

If we wish to have a future with greater meaning, we 
must concern ourselves . . . with the total heritage of the 
nation and all that is worth preserving from our past as 
a living part of the present. 

With Heritage So Rich, 1966 

There are a variety of programs to identify and assist in 
preserving historic properties as living parts of communi­
ties, States, and the Nation. In 1992, the U.S. Congress 
reaffirmed the reasons for enacting these programs: 

• The spirit and direction of the Nation are founded upon 
and reflected in its historic heritage. 

• The historical and cultural foundations of the Nation 
should be preserved as a living part of our community 
life and development in order to give a sense of orienta­
tion to the American people. 

• Historic properties significant to the Nation's heritage 
are being lost or substantially altered, often inadvert­
ently, with increasing frequency. 

• The preservation of this irreplaceable heritage is in the 
public interest so that its vital legacy of cultural, educa­
tional, aesthetic, inspirational, economic, and energy 
benefits will be maintained and enriched for future 
generations of Americans. 

Established under the Historic Preservation Act of 1966, 
as amended, the national historic preservation program 
is a partnership between the Federal, State, and local 
governments; private, non-profit organizations; and the 
public. The Act and its provisions establish the frame­
work within which citizens plan, identify, evaluate, 
register, and protect significant historic and archeological 
properties throughout the Nation. 

732 E. Sixth Street, Barnard Park Historic District, Fremont, 
Nebraska (Nebraska State Historical Society) 


