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Frank Lloyd Wright's Marin County Civic Center, Marin County, California, completed in 1958, is an ideal government complex in
a beautiful suburban setting. (Aaron Green, Woodbridge, 1990)
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XIII. NATIONAL REGISTER
CRITERIA FOR EVALUATION

The National Register's standards
for evaluating the significance of
properties were developed to recog-
nize the accomplishments of all
people who have made a contribution
to our country's history and heritage.
The criteria are designed to guide
State and local governments, federal
agencies, and others in evaluating po-
tential entries in the National Register.

Criteria for Evaluation: The quality
of significance in American history,
architecture, archeology, engineering,
and culture is present in districts,
sites, buildings, structures, and objects
that possess integrity of location, de-
sign, setting, materials, workmanship,
feeling, and association, and:

A. that are associated with events that
have made a significant contribu-
tion to the broad patterns of our
history; or

B. that are associated with the lives of
persons significant in our past; or

C. that embody the distinctive charac-
teristics of a type, period, or
method of construction, or that
represent the work of a master, or
that possess high artistic values, or
that represent a significant and dis-

tinguishable entity whose compo-
nents may lack individual distinc-
tion; or

D. that have yielded, or may be likely
to yield, information important in
prehistory or history.

Criteria Considerations: Ordi-
narily cemeteries, birthplaces, or
graves of historical figures, properties
owned by religious institutions or
used for religious purposes, structures
that have been moved from their
original locations, reconstructed his-
toric buildings, properties primarily
commemorative in nature, and prop-
erties that have achieved significance
within the past 50 years shall not be
considered eligible for the National
Register. However, such properties
will qualify if they are integral parts
of districts that do meet the criteria or
if they fall within the following
categories:

a. a religious property deriving pri-
mary significance from architec-
tural or artistic distinction or his-
torical importance; or

b. a building or structure removed
from its original location but
which is significant primarily for
architectural value, or which is the

surviving structure most impor-
tantly associated with a historic
person or event; or

c. a birthplace or grave of a historical
figure of outstanding importance if
there is no other appropriate site
or building directly associated
with his or her productive life; or

d. a cemetery that derives its primary
significance from graves of persons
of transcendent importance, from
age, from distinctive design fea-
tures, or from association with his-
toric events; or

e. a reconstructed building when ac-
curately executed in a suitable en-
vironment and presented in a dig-
nified manner as part of a restora-
tion master plan, and when no
other building or structure with
the same association has survived;
or

f. a property primarily commemora-
tive in intent if design, age, tradi-
tion, or symbolic value has in-
vested it with its own historical
significance; or

g. a property achieving significance
within the past 50 years if it is of
exceptional importance.
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XIV. NATIONAL REGISTER
BULLETINS
The Basics

How to Apply National Register Criteria for Evaluation *

Guidelines for Completing National Register of Historic Places Form

Part A: How to Complete the National Register Form *

Part B: How to Complete the National Register Multiple Property Documentation Form

Researching a Historic Property *

Property Types

Guidelines for Evaluating and Documenting Historic Aids to Navigation *

Guidelines for Identifying, Evaluating and Registering America's Historic Battlefields

Guidelines for Evaluating and Registering Historical Archeological Sites

Guidelines for Evaluating and Registering Cemeteries and Burial Places

How to Evaluate and Nominate Designed Historic Landscapes *

Guidelines for Identifying, Evaluating and Registering Historic Mining Sites

How to Apply National Register Criteria to Post Offices *

Guidelines for Evaluating and Documenting Properties Associated with Significant Persons

Guidelines for Evaluating and Documenting Properties That Have Achieved Significance Within the Last Fifty Years

Guidelines for Evaluating and Documenting Rural Historic Landscapes *

Guidelines for Evaluating and Documenting Traditional Cultural Properties *

Nominating Historic Vessels and Shipwrecks to the National Register of Historic Places

Technical Assistance

Contribution of Moved Buildings to Historic Districts; Tax Treatments for Moved Buildings; and Use of Nomination
Documentation in the Part I Certification Process

Defining Boundaries for National Register Properties*

Guidelines for Local Surveys: A Basis for Preservation Planning *

How to Improve the Quality of Photographs for National Register Nominations

National Register Casebook: Examples of Documentation *

Using the UTM Grid System to Record Historic Sites

The above publications may be obtained by writing to the National Register of Historic Places, National Park Service,
1849 C Street, NW, Washington, D.C. 20240. Publications marked with an asterisk (*) are also available in electronic
form on the World Wide Web at www.cr.nps.gov/nr, or send your request by e-mail to nr_reference@nps.gov.
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