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5. A recently built guest fale in parklike Fitiuta Vil-
lage, Ta’u Island.

6. Beauty abounds in Manu’a, but truck tracks on Faleasao
beach indicate the need for quick action to control sce-
nic impairment.



7. At Faleasau, Ta’u, husky Samoans carry ashore a long-
boat load of dynamite to be used in blasting a boat pas-
sage through the reef.

8. To’aga Beach provides an idyllic setting for the pro-
posed Samoa National Historical Park.



9. Looking west along To’aga Beach, site of the village
to be created in the proposed park.

10. Handsome Samoan men use centuries-old methods to catch
reef fish in basketry traps at Asaga Straight, in the pro-
posed park.



B. Proposed System of Territorial Parks.

In the face of the need to care for a greater tourist trade

and the requirements of the resident population for places and
facilities for outdoor recreation, it is urgently necessary that
action be taken immediately to establish and develop a suitable
territorial park and recreation program in American Samoa. With
this in mind, areas and suggested developments are proposed
herein as units of a system of territorial parks:

1. Shore and Mountain Parks - Tutuila

a. Matautuloa Point Park. Two small beaches, a highly scenic
rocky ledge protruding into the sea and thundering surf are
the chief attractions of this area. Proposed developments:
road to point and parking; reasonable access to beaches;
scenic overlook on point; bath house, picnic area and
comfort stations.b. Taputapu Park. The westernmost point on
Tutuila. Spectacular offshore rocks, blow-holes, two small
beaches in pleasing scenic settings. Proposed developments:
parking area, trails and picnic sites.

b. Taputapu Park. The westernmost point on Tutuila.
Spectacular offshore rocks, blow-holes, two small beaches
in pleasing scenic settings. Proposed developments: parking
area, trails and picnic sites.

c. Vaiava Strait Park. The most spectacular scene on

the island of Tutuila; the “Cockscomb” and mountains

rising sharply from the pounding seas combine to make an
unforgettable landscape. A wilderness park -- no development
should be undertaken.

d. O’a Park. Peaceful and pleasing beachas. Boat access and
picnicking facilities proposed for development.

e. Cape Matatula Park. A rocky seascape at the northeast

tip of Tutuila. Provides a distant view of the Cockscomb, a
feature of the proposed Vaiava Strait Park. The area has a
small beach. Proposed developments to include parking, trail
and overlook, beach and bath house as well as picnic area.

f. Matuli Point Park. A small rocky promontory on the
southeast tip of Tutuila. It provides a fine overlook of the
sea from which one can view the island of Aunu’u and on a



clear day the Manu’a Islands, 50 miles to the east, may

be seen. Development - trail and overlook, parking, small
beach.g. Aunu’u Park. On Aunu”u Island, the park would
include a small crater which holds a swamp of scenic and
scientific importance. Access to this island park should be
by longboat in order that visitors would have an opportunity
to participate in this thrilling type of boat travel so
typical of the South Pacific, The park should be a scientific
reserve with a viewing trail along the crater rim.

g. Aunu’u Park. On Aunu’u Island, the park would include a
small crater which holds a swamp of scenic and scientific
importance. Access to this island park should be by longboat
in order that visitors would have an opportunity to
participate in this thrilling type of boat travel so typical
of the South Pacific, The park should be a scientific reserve
with a viewing trail along the crater rim.

h. Matafao Peak. Matafao Peak is the highest mountain on
Tutuila and it is believed the higher slopes of the peak
hold specimens of the virgin forests of the upper elevations
of the island. This is proposed as a wilderness park to
conserve these forests. Proposed developments should be held
to trails and overlooks.

i. Nu’uuli Park. This area around Tafuna lagoon and adjacent
to Pago Pago, government housing and the International
Airport have excellent space for facilities to provide

for intensive use and spectator sports. Development of an
Olympic size swimming pool, athletic field with stadium
seats, play fields, court games as well as individual

and group picnic areas are suggested here. Although

well located, the site appears too restricted to permit
installation of a golf course and the character of the soil
and terrain is not suitable for such an installation except
at heavy cost.

j. Aoloau Fou Park. At an elevation over 1,000-feet above
sea level, the relatively open rounded ridges in this part
of the island of Tutuila provide opportunity for varied
types of outdoor recreation in a cooler environment. An 18
hole golf course could be developed here with less expense
than any other site available on the island. The character
of the country is such that foot and horse trails could

be constructed to provide for hikes or rides to Taputapu



Park or Fagamalo Village. Tennis courts would be highly
acceptable in this area of higher and cooler elevations.

C. Pago Pago Bay Parks. There is a critical need now for
outdoor recreation space and facilities for the expanding
residential population of Pago Pago. The opening of the new
hotel in the city will make these needs much more urgent. Even
now securing land to meet these requirements is almost out of
the question; hence it is necessary to make the most out of
such space as may be reasonably available. These parks should
be managed by the Territorial Parks Board although they will
be municipal parks for all practical purposes. Opportunities
to establish four parks are in prospect, as set forth below:

1. Upper Bay Park. By taking advantage of reef area at
the upper end of the Bay, a section of several acres

nay be obtained by dredging and filling. A building now
exists (formerly a school), in the vicinity -which could
be converted to a community buildings An athletic field,
children’s playground, outdoor stage and seating, comfort
station and parking should be provided in this area. The
guest fale now there should be maintained and possibly
another added. In the study team’s opinion, this park
should not be traversed by any through road or street.
Through traffic should be kept on the perimeter of the
area.

2. Bay Front Promenade. The frontage now occupied by
residences west of the hotel site should be cleared and
converted to an open park with paths, rest benches,
several rest fales and a small boat and yacht anchorage
provided.3. Site for the American Samoa Center. East and
south of the hotel site is a section of bay front occupied
by residences and the obsolescent Rainmaker Hotel. This
area should be cleared to provide a promenade and a site
for the American Samoa Center as well as parking for
visitors to this facility. A small beach for swimming
should be maintained at the far end of this area.

4. Breakers Point Beach Park. Across the Bay from the
hotel, there is a fine opportunity to develop in unpolluted
and clear waters a beach park between Breakers Point and
the small point now being filled with local material.

This section could be made into a fine beach. Parking,
bathhouse, picnic sites, comfort station and a trail
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