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What Every Teacher Needs to Know
We welcome your class to the National Parks of New York Harbor Education Center!

Program Location: The program takes place at the NPNH Education Center on Staten Island,
a fully accessible site located on the third floor of the old Army barracks at 210 New York
Avenue in Fort Wadsworth. Classes can eat lunch either at our Learning Lunchroom, where
children learn about recycling, or at an outdoor picnic area. (Food, vending machines,
microwaves and refrigerators are not available.)

Cancellation Policy: If your plans need to change, please contact us as early as possible so we
may offer the date to another class.

Teacher and Chaperon Roles: In our program, Sentinels of Our Shores examines
everyone participates—including the grownups! national defense, especially the

Teachers and chaperons are essential to the success defense of New York Harbor, in the
of this program. You will help students complete first half of the 19" century. We do

activities during the on-site program. not mention the events of September
11, 2001 or any current wars.

That is why we REQUIRE one adult for every six However, you may conclude that the

students to attend with your class. Please give program is not suitable for a particular
chaperons the Chaperon Job Description, found student. If students mention either

on the left-hand side of this folder, prior to the day 9/11 or the Irag War, we will treat

of the trip. these discussions with great care.

Questions: Please contact us at (718) 354 — 4530. We also welcome email: a business card is
provided in this packet with a Park Ranger’s name, number and email address.
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Program Overview and Objectives
Overview

The educator-led program Sentinels of Our Shores engages students’ social studies, science,
math and language arts skills with curriculum-based activities.

This program focuses on the defense of New York Harbor in the early to mid-19™ century.
Even today, many historic forts surround New York Harbor. Battery Weed and Fort Tompkins
on Staten Island, Forts Hamilton and Tilden in Brooklyn, Fort Totten in Queens, Castle
Clinton in Manhattan and Castle Williams on Governors Island all stand as reminders of New
Yorkers’ determination to defend their harbor and their rights. (All, except Forts Totten and
Hamilton, are now preserved as units of the National Park Service.)
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Theme

In the early 19" century, a network of fortifications protected New York Harbor from invasion
by sea. New technology improved both the building of forts and the use of cannon.

Objectives

After participating in the pre-visit activity (Escape to Freedom), the on-site program, and post-
visit activity, students will be able to:

e Explain why New Yorkers were concerned about protecting their rights from a possible
foreign invasion by sea.

¢ Give two examples of how military technology changed over time.
e Read an historic map of New York Harbor.
o Identify two strategic locations to place forts in New York Harbor.

Essential Question

How can a young nation defend itself against a nation with great military, political and
economic power?
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On-Site Program Description

Sentinels of Our Shores is a 90-minute program consisting of four workshop elements.

From Sail to Steam provides students with a creative way to evaluate the effectiveness of both
sailing and steam vessels and helps them understand how this change increased the need for

more effective defenses.

Technology Changes uses state science tests as a template for experiments that students
conduct to discover how to create a more accurate defense system.

Defend New York challenges students to evaluate the network of forts left over from the early
19™ century and to decide where to construct newer, better forts. As a class, they discuss their
choices and select the five best locations for new forts for New York Harbor.

Plan and Protect, our culminating activity, challenges students to use their new expertise in

fort shapes, cannon operation and geography to plan fortifications for the harbor in
Charleston, South Carolina.
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Pre-Visit and Post-Visit Activities and Classroom Extensions

Pre-Visit Activity: Escape to Freedom (Grade 4) & DBQs (Grade 5)

The pre-visit activity, Escape to Freedom, is available to classes three weeks before your visit.
The game serves as an excellent introduction to New York during the American Revolution for
fourth grade and a review of the conflict for fifth grade. Fifth grade classes may, instead of
playing the game, choose to do the Document Based Questions (DBQs ) One and Three, found
at the back of this teacher guide as their pre-visit activity. These map activities focus on
conflicts between the US and Canada and fit nicely with Unit Five of the fifth grade NYC DOE
Social Studies Scope and Sequence, and NY State Standard 4.1 Westward Expansion.

Escape to Freedom
Please return the game to us on the day of your Sentinels program. By playing this board

game, Escape to Freedom prepares students for the on-site program in two ways:
e Students learn map-reading skills and the geography of New York Harbor.

o Students learn what happens when New Yorkers lose their freedoms to an enemy
occupation, as they did during the American Revolution. This explains why forts were
built all around New York Harbor after our independence was secured.

Escape to Freedom takes place in July 1777, early in Great Britain’s seven-year-long military
occupation of New York City, Staten Island and most of Long Island. Students play the role of
patriots who have been imprisoned by the British Army. They receive no lawyer and no trial.
Their “crimes” include defending one’s church from destruction by the British or resisting
having an officer live in one’s house. Each of these “crimes” is actually a right now guaranteed
under the Bill of Rights (passed by Congress right here in New York City in 1789). Students
must escape to New Jersey, where General Washington heads the Continental Army. Along the
way they meet secret patriots—real historic heroes who lived here during the Revolution—and
a few scoundrels! Students make constant choices between safer and riskier strategies.

Extended Sentinels Visit: A Tour of Battery Weed

An optional activity is available that can be completed after lunch. This 30-minute activity and
tour of Battery Weed, the mid-19™ century fort facing the Narrows, extends the lessons from
the program. This must be arranged either when you make your reservation or shortly
thereafter. Same-day requests cannot be accommodated.

Extended Sentinels Visit: Overlook Activity
If you have time either before or after your visit, take your students to the Overlook at Fort
Wadsworth for a resource-based activity. Handouts for this activity are included in this folder.

Post-Visit Activity: Document Based Questions

Fourth grade classes may wish do study DBQ Number Two found at the back of the teacher
guide. This DBQ fits nicely with Unit 6 of the NYC DOE Scope and Sequence, and NY State
Standard 1.1a: Improvements and inventions in transportation.
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Why Does New York Harbor Have So Many Old Forts?

An Historic Overview for Teachers

“To be prepared for war is the most effectual means to promote peace.” -George Washington

During its first century, the United States feared invasion by more powerful enemies. Since the
U.S. frequently clashed with Great Britain, military planners saw the powerful British Navy as
their primary enemy. New York was a tempting target because so much trade flowed through
its port. New Yorkers, who experienced British occupation during the Revolutionary War,
were determined not to repeat the experience. [Note: All places and names shown in bold
indicate a site now preserved by the National Park Service.]

Young America Shakes Hands with the World: 1783-1806

Even after British vessels evacuated New York Harbor on November 25, 1783, they were never far
away. The new United States shared a long, although not well-defined, northern border with what
mapmakers labeled “British North America.” Indeed, many Loyalist New Yorkers who sailed into exile
on Evacuation Day resettled in what we now call Canada. The British Navy, with nearby ports in
Bermuda, Jamaica and Halifax, Nova Scotia, still “ruled the waves” of the Atlantic.

— Inthe words of Thomas Paine, an independent United States
Jlgeoce - would “shake hands with the world—live at peace with mankind—
and trade to any market where we can buy and sell.”' New York
merchants set sail to markets forbidden by their former colonial
masters, from the West Indies to China. These new markets made
- New York the richest port in the young nation.

% Yet America’s main trading partner was still Great Britain, the
Sl 4 { g @ oI world’s largest economy at the time. Meanwhile, British banks
Forts in New York Harbor, 1814 made loans to American businesses and even to state governments.
(Benson-Lossing, Pictorial Field Book) Trade and business made war undesirable for both nations.

Yet, from 1783 through 1867, trade and territorial disputes frequently erupted between the young
republic and the mighty empire. While the U.S. had other conflicts that led to war (Mexico, 1846) or
came close to war (France, 1798), fear of invasion or bombardment by British warships defined
American military policy for almost a century. The forts in New York Harbor were built primarily to
confront the mighty British Navy (see above map).

The (British) Empire Strikes Back: 1806-1816

Several New York forts were built in the aftermath of a bloody episode in New York’s outer harbor. In
1806, while Britain fought Napoleon’s army in Europe, three British warships blockaded New York
Harbor to prevent American trade with France. One of these vessels, the Leander, fired a shot that

! Thomas Paine, “The American Crisis, II1.”
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killed an American sailor. John Pierce’s body was “borne through the principal streets, in the midst of
universal excitement, anger and cries for vengeance. Black Streamers were displayed from the houses;
shops were closed. ..A public funeral was attended by the whole population.””

After the Leander incident, New York State began building forts in earnest to protect the harbor.
Jonathan Williams, head of the West Point Academy, designed innovative forts for the city, including
Castle Williams at Governors Island and Castle Clinton in Manhattan. Curved walls, seven to eight
feet thick, supported three tiers of cannon. The new forts complemented existing star-shaped earthen
forts dug by volunteers in the 1790s. But were they enough? New York Mayor DeWitt Clinton noticed
that an invasion fleet could land on Long Island and march troops westward to occupy New York City.

During the War of 1812, the British fleet again
blockaded the city. Fort Richmond on Staten Island,
one of three forts that protected New York Harbor at
the Narrows, fired warning shorts at a British frigate.
Sandy Hook, New Jersey—the entrance to the
harbor’s shipping lanes—witnessed two skirmishes.

Castle Clinton in lower Manhattan
(Benson-Lossing, Pictorial Field Book)

After the British seized and burned Washington, DC, in August 1814, their Navy gathered outside New
York Harbor. In a speech at City Hall (near the former Provost Prison), former mayor Marinus Willett
reminded New Yorkers of the dark days of occupation, with “press gangs traversing these streets, and
dragging men from their houses on board ships of war!”®> Mayor Clinton rallied New Yorkers to defend
their city with shovels as well as arms. Day and night, at Throggs Neck and Gowanus Creek, teachers,
weavers, Irish immigrants and free African-Americans dug massive earthen defenses.* The nearby
invasion fleet saw this work and sailed south, to Baltimore. Thanks to its citizens, New York was spared.

"Manifest Destiny” vs. the World’s Largest Navy: 1816-1846

Peace came a year later. The damage to America’s economy
caused by the war took years to repair itself.” A long quarrel
over trade practices further hurt the economy, leading the U.S.
to depend less on British trade. The U.S. imposed tariffs that
protected its own infant industries from British competition.°®
However, repelling the invasion had also inspired American
pride and nationalism. Americans began to embrace “Manifest
Destiny”—a United States that would stretch from California to
New York.

( )

Meanwhile, British military planners reconsidered their strategy. They feared that the U.S. and other
nations would perceive them as weak if they compromised too much or lost territory.” Americans had
invaded Canada twice, in 1776 and again in 1812. Would the Yanks try again? With its larger population,
the U.S. had the advantage fighting on land. Invading America in 1814 had cost thousands of British

2 «General Miranda’s Expedition,” Atlantic Monthly, Vol. 5, No. 31, May 1860.

’RS. Guernsey, New York City and Vicinity During the War of 1812-1815. .., 1895, Vol. 11, p. 96.

“ Benson J. Lossing, Pictorial Field-Book of the War of 1812, 1869. Online at
http://freepages.history.rootsweb.com/~wcarrl/Lossing2/Chap40.html

? “Defenceless Condition of the Southern Coast. ..,” 27" Congress, 2™ sess., 12 May 1842, pp. 180-5.

% Ephraim Douglass Adams, “Great Britain and the American Civil War,” www.gutenberg.org

" Rebecca Berens Matzke, “Britain Gets Its Way: Power and Peace in Anglo-Mexican Relations, 1838-1846,” War in History,
2001, Vol. 8, Issue 1, p. 35.
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