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Topic/Title: The Ancient World Previsit

Issue StatementTo what extent is have human beings transforthedvorld around

them.
Grade Level: grade nine, Unit 1: Ancient World: Civilizations and Religions (4000BC
500 AD)

Logistics (time/place/space):

e Lesson is intended for a, fiftyinute session.

e The physical arrangement for the small group discussions toobseveral
discussion centers located within the main classroom. Desks are turned so that
participants face one another, focus on group discussion and not become
distracted by the discussions of the other groups.

Relationships (groupings, climate, cultue):

e Based on prior knowledge, this lesson is intended for grade nine classes and
conforms to the required curriculum for that grade.

e This |l esson is designed to strengthen stu
outlined by Gardner. Students will have @dger under standing of m
on the environment.

e Students will work in groups of five. Groups will be assigned by the teacher based
on ability. Seats will be arranged in a circular pattern, with all members of the
group facing each other. All groupbould function as a whole, with each

member of the group participating in the group activity.
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e Groups will be asked to complete a series of tasks based on in class discussion
and prior knowledge.

e The teacher is to act as a facilitator to the rest of theps. The teacher will brief
the students on knowledge they may not have had prior to the task. Once the
groups are in session, the teacher will circulate to each group, ask questions and
ensure that students are on task.

Rationale:

e Students need to undg¢and that man has fundamentally transformed the world
around him. Through introduction of species of plants not indigenous to the
region, these species have had a variety of effects on the local fauna, and on the
development of civilization.

e This lessong to serve as a continuation of a discussion on early civilization and
their relationship with their environment as well as an introduction to the place
based educational program at Great Kills Park.

Big Idea:

e What was the relationship between early pe@yid their environment?
Concepts:
Human/Physical Geography; Movement of People and Goods; Scarcity; Needs and

Wants.
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Instructional Objectives:

Informational/Cognitive Knowledge:

e Students will be able to identify the early history of Great Kills Park.
¢ Students will be able to define the terms invasive species and peninsula.

Procedural knowledge/ Modes of Reasoning:

e Students will be able to extend knowledge of concepts such as domestication and
settlement through discussion of local invasive species.

e Students will be able to understand the relationship between early people and their
environment as well as the reasons why early people migrated from place to
place.

Basic Skills Knowledge

e Students will be able to speak in an effective way through groupssiscuwith
the rest of the class.

e Students will be able to write in a clear and effective manner.

e Students will improve socialization skills by participating in group discussions.

e Students will identify value conflicts.

Attitudes/Dispositions/Affective

e Students will understand that each culture is unique and has a unique history and
set of traditions.
e Students will also understand that all groups are equally important and have all

contributed to society in their own way.
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Standards/Themes Addressed:

NCSS Theme:

e Theme 2: Time, Continuity & Change; Strand B: Apply key concepts such as
time, chronology, causality, change, conflict and complexity to explain, analyze
and show connections among patterns of historical change and continuity.

e Theme 3: People, Plac& Environments; Strand B: Create, interpret, use and
synthesize information from various representations of the earth, such as maps,
globes and photographs.

New York:

e Standard 1: History of the United States and New York; Key Idea 1: The study of
New Yorik State and United States history requires an analysis of the development
of American culture, i1itdéds diversity and n
are unified by many values, practices and traditions.

Materials/Resources:

Students:

Articles desdbing the history of Great Kills Park, Crooks Point and the changes in the
land over the centuries, series of aerial photographs depicting the Crooks point area at
various stages of the landfill process. (See Attachment)

Teacher:

Notes for lectureontherJi t ed St ates Par kés Department. (-
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Lesson/Instructional Procedures:

1) Motivator: 10 minutes: Ask students to think about their experiences with local parks
on Staten Island as well as ask them to define nature. Students will then shiestoties
about the various uses of the park as well as state whether or not they believe a park is
true nature.
2) Lecture: 10 Minutes: Teacher will engage students by lecturing about the history and
purpose of the National Parks Department. Teachéaist help the students define
ecosystem, landfill and invasive species. Teacher will explain various events that took
pl ace in Great Kills Parkdés early history.
3) Task/Developmental Procedure: 20 minutes:
e Students will be briefed in the in class aityivand divided into separate groups.
e Students will be given a series of primary sources and photographs.
e Each member will read about a specific section of Great Kills park and the
various alterations to the ecosystem that have taken place over timé as wel
anal yze sever al maps that depict the park
e Students will then discuss their sources among the group and draw conclusions
about the impact these events have had on the area. One student will be
designated to recottie thoughts and differences that were discovered from the
sources.
4) Culminating Activity/ Extension: 10 minutes:
e Each group will be asked a how they think the land would have been used had It

not been altered by man. Each group will answer their fgpgciestion while the
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other groups have a chance to discuss and ask questions about what they
researched.

Student Evaluation:

Informational Knowledge: Students will be given an exit slip asking them to identify

key terms such as invasive species,ecesgst and peninsul a éetc.

Attitudes/Dispositions/Affective: Students will be evaluated based on thoughtful

responses and group discussion to the assigned task.
Assignment:
Students will be assigned a short response piece that will require them to write about
what they expect the following dayods place b
Teacher Self Assessment:
e Were the objectives realistic and appropriate?
¢ Did the instruction method work?
e What components of the lesson succeeded?
e What aspects could be improved?

Notes
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A Bit of History

Great Kills Park was not always the way im.mmm it today. For thousands

of years, winds and ocean currents altered the landscape, creating wide
beaches, marshes, and hills of sand called dunes. Severe storms frequently
wore away these dunes, the sand carried from place to place by strong
winds. In time, these shifting sands became sand spits.

Long before our country was founded, Native
Americans profited from the areas abundant
natural resources. They often met in what

is now known as Great Kills Park to gather
plants for medicine and food and to dig
clams and oysters from the clear, shallow
waters. In the 19th century, John J. Crooke,
a wealthy mining engineer and naturalist,
built a cabin at the end of the spit so he
could spend time fishing and harvesting
shellfish. You'll recognize “Crooke’s Point” as the name still used for the
tip of this land today.

Cottonwood Leaf

Things have changed a great deal since those early days. For example, for
the past 90 years, Great Kills Harbor has been a popular recreation area
for boaters. This has resulted in a local concentration of bacteria and
other contaminants in the water. Since shellfish act as living filters, over
time bacteria and viruses concentrate in their tissues. Eating shellfish
from the waters of Great Kills Harbor is, therefore, dangerous and illegal.
But there is good news, too. As a result of strict government regulation
and enforcement, Great Kills Harbor is now cleaner than it has been

for many decades. Perhaps one day, like John J. Crooke, we will be able
to prepare supper with shellfish straight from Great Kills Harbor.

With the arrival of the 20th century, the number of people living on Staten
Island increased greatly and the need for future parkland was clear. While
the Great Kills area was recognized as a place ripe for development as a
recreational site, much of the land consisted of clay and marshland. After
the dredging of the Ambrose shipping channel, there was a significant
change in wave and tidal action that greatly effected Staten Island’s shore-
lines. Crooke’s Point actually became separated from the sand spit when
the sea broke through to the harbor. The Point that once covered 180
acres had eroded to 30 acres. Before a park could be created the beach
would need to be stabilized and the land built up.

Sometime in the 1940s a waste incinerator was erected near the site, and
for almost a decade m:m ash and cinders from its ovens were carted to
Great Kills to raise the level of the developing park. The ash was covered
with sand and mixed with ns of tons of waste material from sewage
treatment plants. This “artificial topsoil” would later nourish the trees,
shrubs, and flowers that now flourish throughout Great Kills Park. While
walking along the Park's roads and wooded pathways, you may occasion-
ally find pieces of crockery, china, and glass half buried in the soil. These,
of course, are reminders of the tons of incinerated materials used to
create the park we enjoy today.

Great Kills Park was officially opened to the public during the summer
of 1949. The beaches were fine for swimming, but there was still much
work to be done before the grounds were complete. Parking areas,
roadways and walkways, picnic areas, playgrounds, dining facilities, and
maintenance buildings had yet to be constructed. In 1952, a gray brick
and limestone bathhouse—providing more than 6,000 lockers—was
constructed. Upon completion, the people of Staten Island celebrated
one of the most beautiful seashore parks in New York. But with time
and tides, even the new bathhouse eventually gave way to the forces
of erosion and by 1995, it was dismantled.
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