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Topic/Title:  The Ancient World ï Pre-visit 

Issue Statement: To what extent is have human beings transformed the world around 

them. 

Grade Level: grade nine, Unit 1: Ancient World: Civilizations and Religions (4000BC-

500 AD) 

Logistics (time/place/space): 

 Lesson is intended for a, fifty-minute session. 

 The physical arrangement for the small group discussions consists of several 

discussion centers located within the main classroom. Desks are turned so that 

participants face one another, focus on group discussion and not become 

distracted by the discussions of the other groups. 

Relationships (groupings, climate, culture): 

 Based on prior knowledge, this lesson is intended for grade nine classes and 

conforms to the required curriculum for that grade. 

 This lesson is designed to strengthen studentsô interpersonal intelligence as 

outlined by Gardner. Students will have a deeper understanding of manôs impact 

on the environment.  

 Students will work in groups of five. Groups will be assigned by the teacher based 

on ability. Seats will be arranged in a circular pattern, with all members of the 

group facing each other. All groups should function as a whole, with each 

member of the group participating in the group activity. 
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 Groups will be asked to complete a series of tasks based on in class discussion 

and prior knowledge. 

 The teacher is to act as a facilitator to the rest of the groups. The teacher will brief 

the students on knowledge they may not have had prior to the task. Once the 

groups are in session, the teacher will circulate to each group, ask questions and 

ensure that students are on task. 

Rationale: 

 Students need to understand that man has fundamentally transformed the world 

around him. Through introduction of species of plants not indigenous to the 

region, these species have had a variety of effects on the local fauna, and on the 

development of civilization. 

 This lesson is to serve as a continuation of a discussion on early civilization and 

their relationship with their environment as well as an introduction to the place 

based educational program at Great Kills Park. 

Big Idea:  

 What was the relationship between early people and their environment? 

Concepts: 

Human/Physical Geography; Movement of People and Goods; Scarcity; Needs and 

Wants. 
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Instructional Objectives: 

Informational/Cognitive Knowledge: 

 Students will be able to identify the early history of Great Kills Park. 

 Students will be able to define the terms invasive species and peninsula. 

Procedural knowledge/ Modes of Reasoning: 

 Students will be able to extend knowledge of concepts such as domestication and 

settlement through discussion of local invasive species. 

 Students will be able to understand the relationship between early people and their 

environment as well as the reasons why early people migrated from place to 

place. 

Basic Skills Knowledge 

 Students will be able to speak in an effective way through group discussion with 

the rest of the class. 

 Students will be able to write in a clear and effective manner. 

 Students will improve socialization skills by participating in group discussions. 

 Students will identify value conflicts. 

Attitudes/Dispositions/Affective 

 Students will understand that each culture is unique and has a unique history and 

set of traditions. 

 Students will also understand that all groups are equally important and have all 

contributed to society in their own way. 
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Standards/Themes Addressed: 

NCSS Theme:  

 Theme 2: Time, Continuity & Change; Strand B: Apply key concepts such as 

time, chronology, causality, change, conflict and complexity to explain, analyze 

and show connections among patterns of historical change and continuity. 

 Theme 3: People, Places & Environments; Strand B: Create, interpret, use and 

synthesize information from various representations of the earth, such as maps, 

globes and photographs. 

New York: 

 Standard 1: History of the United States and New York; Key Idea 1: The study of 

New York State and United States history requires an analysis of the development 

of American culture, itôs diversity and multicultural context, and the ways people 

are unified by many values, practices and traditions. 

Materials/Resources: 

Students: 

Articles describing the history of Great Kills Park, Crooks Point and the changes in the 

land over the centuries, series of aerial photographs depicting the Crooks point area at 

various stages of the landfill process. (See Attachment) 

Teacher: 

Notes for lecture on the United States Parkôs Department. (See Attachment) 
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Lesson/Instructional Procedures: 

1) Motivator: 10 minutes: Ask students to think about their experiences with local parks 

on Staten Island as well as ask them to define nature. Students will then share their stories 

about the various uses of the park as well as state whether or not they believe a park is 

true nature. 

2) Lecture: 10 Minutes: Teacher will engage students by lecturing about the history and 

purpose of the National Parks Department. Teacher will also help the students define 

ecosystem, landfill and invasive species. Teacher will explain various events that took 

place in Great Kills Parkôs early history.  

3) Task/Developmental Procedure: 20 minutes:  

 Students will be briefed in the in class activity and divided into separate groups. 

 Students will be given a series of primary sources and photographs. 

 Each member will read about a specific section of Great Kills park and the 

various alterations to the ecosystem that have taken place over time as well as 

analyze several maps that depict the park at various stages of itôs development. 

 Students will then discuss their sources among the group and draw conclusions 

about the impact these events have had on the area. One student will be 

designated to record the thoughts and differences that were discovered from the 

sources.  

4) Culminating Activity/ Extension: 10 minutes: 

 Each group will be asked a how they think the land would have been used had It 

not been altered by man. Each group will answer their specific question while the 
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other groups have a chance to discuss and ask questions about what they 

researched. 

Student Evaluation: 

Informational Knowledge:  Students will be given an exit slip asking them to identify 

key terms such as invasive species, ecosystem, and peninsula éetc. 

Attitudes/Dispositions/Affective: Students will be evaluated based on thoughtful 

responses and group discussion to the assigned task. 

Assignment: 

Students will be assigned a short response piece that will require them to write about 

what they expect the following dayôs place based experience to be like. 

Teacher Self Assessment: 

 Were the objectives realistic and appropriate? 

 Did the instruction method work? 

 What components of the lesson succeeded? 

 What aspects could be improved? 

Notes: 

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________ 
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