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The majority of the people settling the interior were English, French, German, and Scott-Irish farmers from the North.  They were hardy independent.  They lived in sturdy log cabins built near streams for a reliable water source. The area was plentiful with deer and turkeys; the land was fertile for growing the staple crops of corn, wheat, tobacco, flax, and simple garden vegetables.  Raising cattle and hogs also added to their diets. 


The settlers had to be very self-sufficient.  They produced their own food, shelter, and clothing (which was made from flax turned into linen cloth). The people in the backcountry may have been considered ignorant or irreligous. However, these brave people overcame adversity and the elements making the South Carolina backcountry their home. 
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Hardy and Independent People





By 1730, the area was already familiar to the hunters and traders that explored the area for decades.  However, permanent settlement of the area did not begin to increase until the 1750s. It was during this time Ninety Six began to take on characteristics of a community, if not a small village.  It was hope and promise of a better life that motivated settlement of the frontier. 


Heading into the 1760s and 70s the village of Ninety Six became an important crossroads in the backcountry.  The little town had grown up near the junction of Charleston Road, Island Ford Road and the old Cherokee Path.  As the American Revolution approached, Ninety Six stood as a strategic outpost for both American and British forces. 








The interior of South Carolina stretched from outside Charleston to the foothills of the Blue Ridge Mountains.  This was known as the “backcountry” and was populated mainly by the Cherokee indians and a few brave traders.  Slowly, more traders and settlers moved into the backcountry looking for a new life.  Certainly, these men and their families were brave characters risking life moving into Native American territory for better opportunities.





Bravery and Exploration of the Backcountry











Ninety Six





Settling the Backcountry: Ninety Six
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