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Vi si on St at enent

Ni nety Six National Historic Site

Ni nety Six National Historic Site is one of the great Revolutionary War sites in the
United States. The original earthen Star Fort and tunnel (engineered by the Polish
patri ot Thaddeus Kosci uszko) are known to aficionados of the Anerican Revol ution as one
of the treasures of Revolutionary War parks. The great NPS historian Ed Bearss has
described Ninety Six NHS as the best exanple to understand siege warfare within the
Nati onal Park system The 1,000 acre park presents a wonderful opportunity to

experi ence not only a Revolutionary War site, but also an understanding of life in the
Carol i na backcountry in the raw, unsettled frontier during the country’s formative
years. The park al so has several mles of hiking and equestrian trails, a 30 acre | ake
and remote corners of the park to experience solitude and nature activities.

Est abl i shed in 1976, Ninety Six NHS has never been funded to the standards of what the
Ameri can public has come to expect of a National Park. Tenporary structures were built
in the early 1980's to house the park admi nistration and visitor center. The visitor
center and rmuseum are totally inadequate to accombdate nore than a handful of visitors
at any one time. The nuseum exhibits were developed in the late 1970’s and are
woeful |y outdated. Quite sinply stated, the Centennial Initiative holds nore potenti al
to realize a real national park experience at Ninety Six NHS than possibly any other
unit in the system

The Centennial vision for the park is to realize the unfulfilled potential of this
extraordi nary Revolutionary War site. Bringing a first rate visitor center to the park
is the hall mark project. Conpleting archeol ogi cal surveys of the entire park will
provi de the basic understanding of the inportant historical events that took place at
this inportant crossroads for Native Americans, early settlers, the strategic
stronghol d of the Carolinas and the scene of two battles of the American Revol ution
Restoration of the historic scene circa 1781 will allow visitors and scholars to

under stand the dynam cs of the battle which at present is inpossible. Developnent of a
new park nmovie will provide a nexus for visitors to understand the site and engage
children to explore the history of the park
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Site: N SI STEWARDSHI P

Provide inspiring, safe, and accessible places for people to enjoy - the standard
to which all other park systens aspire.

O her Park/ Program performance goal (s)

The park currently has a tenporary visitor center constructed in the early
1980's. This structure has limted visitor capacity (25 visitors), an

out dat ed nuseum exhi bit and i nadequat e auditorium

A new state of the art visitor center would fulfill the pronises made to the
| ocal public when the park was established in 1976.

The park would work with the Palnmetto Conservati on Foundation to raise funds
to build the visitor center. The park would work in partnership with the
| ocal and state governnments to support the visitor center.

This would bring Ninety Six NHS up to the standards that are expected froma
Nat i onal Park unit and provide for a desirable park experience and
desti nati on.

The work described currently is supported by OFS and/ or PMS



Site:

NI SI STEWARDSHI P

I nprove the condition of park resources and assets.

Conpl ete all cultural resource inventories for designated priority resources.

Knowl edge of the park’s prinmary historical resources is unknown outside of
the i medi ate siege area of the 1781 battle. Extensive archeol ogi cal surveys
will allow park staff and historians to fully understand the park resources
and interpret and educate to the visiting public with accurate information.

A recently donated tract of 30 acres probably holds Lighthorse Harry Lee's

si ege trenches, but archeol ogical investigations are needed to confirmthis.

The work described currently is supported by OFS and/ or PMS

O her Park/ Program performance goal (s)

The current vegetative scene doesn’t allow for an understanding of the 1781
Si ege of Ninety Six, the park’s primary story. At the tinme of the battle the
area was cleared for one nile around the Star Fort. At present, the siege
scene is a nowed setting that doesn't reflect how the battle would have taken
pl ace. A restoration of the battlefield would open up the setting and
provide for the opportunity to interpret the battle, unlike the current
[imted, manicured setting.

Opportunities exist for the park to partner with youth organi zati ons such as
t he Student Conservation Associ ati on undertake the restoration. The park
woul d partner with the Palnetto Conservation Foundation to develop a
restoration strategy and seek partners to partially fund the project.

The work described currently is supported by OFS and/ or PMS



Site: N SI RECREATI ON

Focus national, regional, and local tourismefforts to reach diverse audi ences
and young people and to attract visitors to |esser-known parks.

I ncrease visitation by 25 percent at |esser-known parks through a national
tourismeffort ainmed at hel ping people to discover the breadth of parks and
experi ences.

By providing a state of the art visitor center the park would generate

i ncreased visitation and inprove the quality of its interpretive and
educational prograns. This is |ong overdue and would fulfill the potenti al
of this overlooked gem of the American Revolution. This would have the
support of state and Federal elected officials and provide the inpetus to put
Ni nety Six NHS on the tourism map.

The work described currently is supported by OFS and/ or PM S

I ncrease the nunmber of visitors that attend ranger-facilitated prograns such
as canpfire tal ks, hikes, and school prograns.

A new high quality park filmwll bring new visitors and repeat visitors to
the park. The filmw Il facilitate and inspire visitors and school children
to understand the park story. This will bring new visitors to the park

t hrough word of nouth and as a springboard to a greater interest in the
Anerican Revol ution and associated activities.

The work described currently is supported by OFS and/ or PM S

Site: NS EDUCATI ON

I ntroduce young people and their famlies to national parks by using exciting
medi a and t echnol ogy.

O her Park/ Program performance goal (s)

Devel oping a quality, new park novie will provide an inportant dynam c for
the park. This has the opportunity to tell the story in a way to engage
young people and inspire visitors to |l earn nore about the park and the
Ameri can Revolution. Partnering with |ocal historians and educators wl|l
all ow the park to reach out to the comunity to tell the story of the early
days of Ninety Six, which few people in the regi on know.

The work described currently is supported by OFS and/ or PM S



Site: NS EDUCATI ON

Inmpart to every Anmerican a sense of their citizen ownership of their national
par ks.

Increase visitors’ satisfaction, understandi ng, and appreciation of the parks
they visit.

Increase visitor satisfaction, understanding and appreciation of the
parks they visit.
Sinply stated, the restoration of the historic scene is critical to
under standing the primary resources of the park. Wthout the restoration, it
is impossible to get a sense of what happened at Ninety Six. This inportant
Revol uti onary War site needs the dynamic of the setting to gain an
under st andi ng of siege warfare and how the armi es were situated.

Wth the restoration of the battlefield, ranger |ed wal ks and
educational field trips would increase and i nprove the experience.
Part nerships with local colleges will bring classes to the park to learn
about the battle. The park will beconme one of the |eadi ng exanpl es of
Revol uti onary War battlefield restoration site.

The work described currently is supported by OFS and/ or PMS

O her Park/ Program performance goal (s)

Wt hout primary archeol ogi cal investigation, much of the story of N nety Six
NHS remai ns unknown. This di m ni shes both the opportunity and experience of
visitors and scholars to fully understand the story. The park’s potenti al
for educating young people is Iimted. By having archeol ogi sts working at

the park, it will present a stirring story and opportunity to | earn about
archeol ogy and what it may “unearth”. Qpportunities will exist to have
school children take part in the archeology and create a “little university”

on site at the park that will go on for years. This has great potential to
bring new visitors to the park and forma bond with local citizens, schools
and universities.

The work described currently is supported by OFS and/ or PM S



