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University Partners identified for Nicodemus NHS “Parks for the People” Competition
WASHINGTON – Two university interdisciplinary teams have been selected to partner with Nicodemus National Historic Site and the Nicodemus community in the Parks for People competition- to explore ways to promote sustainability, inspire stewardship, empower youth, and foster dynamic connections among parks, communities and natural systems.”
Nicodemus NHS is proud to announce as its university partners: The City College of New York’s Bernard and Anne Spitzer School of Architecture, and Kansas State University College of Architecture, Planning, and Design.

Mark Weaver, Superintendent of Nicodemus NHS stated, “We are thrilled to have the expertise of these well respected institutions help Nicodemus develop a course for the future.  We will be working in full partnership with the community to ensure that the vision proposed not only satisfies the mission of the National Park Service, but the intentions of the community as well.”

Over the course of the next few months, student and faculty teams will visit historic Nicodemus to gather data and share ideas with the park and community. Disciplines represented in the teams include, architecture, landscape architecture, planning, economics, tourism and hospitality, history, journalism and mass communication, engineering, human ecology, graphic design and others.  The project is intended for completion in early summer of 2012.

The “Parks for the People” competition grew out of the 2008 Designing the Parks conference sponsored by the National Park Service, Van Alen Institute, The Cultural Landscape Foundation, Golden Gate National Parks Conservancy, The Institute at the Golden Gate, National Parks Conservation Association, University of Virginia and the George Wright Society. The conference marked the start of a public-private partnership to promote the importance of well-designed public parks in contemporary society.  The conference sponsors formed a partnership and produced six principles that future park planning and design must demonstrate: a reverence for place, engagement of all people, expansion beyond traditional boundaries, sustainability, informed decision-making, and an integrated research, planning, design and review process.
Van Alen and the National Park Service assembled the national design advisory committee to shape the competition and judge the entries. Team entries explore the designing the parks principles and address specific park projects, but may also investigate design and planning solutions that consider the way a modern visitor of any age, ethnicity, and ability relates to any national park and its story.
For more information contact Park Superintendent Mark Weaver at 785 839 4321.
About Van Alen. The Van Alen Institute, founded in 1894, is an independent nonprofit architectural organization whose mission is to promote innovative thinking about the role of architecture and design in civic life. www.vanalen.org

About the National Park Service. More than 20,000 National Park Service employees care for America’s 397 national parks and work with communities across the nation to help preserve local history and create close-to-home recreational opportunities. Learn more at www.nps.gov. 
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