
About Us 
The Rivers, Trails and Conservation Assistance (RTCA) 
Program provides staff time and technical assistance for 
1-2 years to projects that need an extra hand to take the 
next leap forward to success. We work with citizens’ 
groups and non-profits, helping them realize their vision 
of how to improve their communities, whether it’s 
through a rail-trail, urban park, or a restored river. The 
National Park Service helps make it happen.  

What’s Happening Right Now... 
Projects and Partners 2008 

1.   Brunswick-Mechlenburg Trails Initiative 
      Virginia Tourism Corporation 

 

2.  George Washington Birthplace Watershed 
 

3.  Middle Peninsula Land Conservation 
      Middle Peninsula Land Trust 

 

4.  New River Valley Regional GI Plan 
      New River Valley Planning District Commission 
 
 
 
 

5.  Mill Creek Watershed Management Plan 
      Page County Department of Environmental Services 

 

6.  Shenandoah River Stewardship Initiative 
      Shenandoah Water Forum 

  

7.  Virginia RC&D  Green Infrastructure 
      Virginia Resource Conservation & Development Districts 

 

8.  Virginia Statewide Trails  
      Virginia Department of Conservation and Recreation 

Happy hikers 
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Recent Success 

Page County Creates a Watershed Management Plan  

prehensive land use plan for water re-
source management and published the 
Page County Water Resources Primer to 
increase public awareness about water 
resource values. In December 2007, the 
Page County Board of Supervisors ap-
proved a resolution formally adopting 
Page Water Futures to guide land use 
decisions through the preparation of 
watershed management plans.  

We want to help you. 
 

Could Your Project Benefit from  
RTCA  Staff Assistance? 

 
 

Ursula Lemanski, 
Virginia Director 

 
ursula_lemanski@nps.gov 

(703) 431-7728 

Tobacco Heritage Trail:   
Railroad into Recreation  

     Concerned with protecting the  
Shenandoah Valley’s water resources 
and maintaining the agricultural econ-
omy, Page County Department of Envi-
ronmental Services formed a advisory 
committee to assess the county’s water.  
Following several years of stream moni-
toring, a watershed approach has been 
adopted to guide land use.  To date, the 
committee has revised the county’s com-

    Roanoke River Rails-
To-Trails, Inc. (RRRT) 
is transforming ap-
proximately 100 miles 
of abandoned railroad 

right-of-way into the To-
bacco Heritage Trail, a multi-use trail 
network in Southside Virginia.  RTCA 
staff is assisting with trail planning, com-
munity outreach and partnership devel-
opment.  In the past year, the RRRT pur-
chased 40 miles of right-of-way and be-
gan negotia-
tions to pur-
chase an addi-
tional 50 miles.  
As a result of 
discussions 
with the Rails-
To-Trails Con-
servancy, the 
RRRT has se-
cured $4850 in planning funds through 
the Challenge Cost-Share Program. 

Working together to transform trails Page County sixth graders learn about connections 
between water quality and Karst geology 

  "We are so grateful 
for the help of the 
RTCA program. As a 
volunteer-led organiza-
tion, having expert as-
sistance from NPS is 
invaluable to moving 
the initiative forward." 
 - Sandra Tanner, President, 
Roanoke River Rails-to-Trails, Inc.    
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