
Top Cottage Trail opening in Hyde Park, Earth Day 2007 

Projects and Partners 2008 

What’s Happening Right Now... 

1.  Carr’s Creek/Willow Brook Watershed 
     Sidney Center Improvement Group  
. 

2. Champlain Canal Trail 
     Lakes to Locks Passage 
. 
3. Hyde Park Healthy Trails 
     Dutchess County Department of Health 
. 
4. Middletown Orange Heritage Trail 
     City of Middletown 
. 
5. Walkway Over the Hudson 
     Walkway Over the Hudson 
. 
6. Groundwork Buffalo 
      City of Buffalo 

About Us 
The Rivers, Trails and Conservation Assis-
tance (RTCA) Program provides staff time 
and technical assistance for 1-2 years to 
projects that need an extra hand to take 
the next leap forward to success. We 
work with citizens’ groups and non-
profits, helping them realize their vision 
of how to improve their communities, 
whether it’s through a rail-trail, urban 
park, or a restored river. The National 
Park Service helps make it happen.  
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Recent Success 

Walkway Over the Hudson    
Slated to Open in 2009 

    The Hyde Park Trail Committee is 
partnering with RTCA to promote 
walking.  A coalition including the 
town, the county departments, land 
trusts, interested citizens and the 
Roosevelt-Vanderbilt National His-
toric Sites, has secured over $150,000 
in grants to build and improve seven 
miles of trail.  They also built two 
new access points and six trailhead 
kiosks.  Schools, scouting groups, 
seniors’ or-
ganizations, 
local busi-
nesses and  
others have 
participated in 
the WalkAbout 
to promote 
year-round activity.  Frequent trail 
users can earn a sew-on WalkAbout 
patch each year. 

    The nonprofit group Walkway 
Over the Hudson is pursuing an ag-
gressive timeline to open the Walk-
way for the 2009 Henry Hudson 

quadricentennial cele-
bration.  RTCA is help-
ing the Walkway group 
transform the former 
Poughkeepsie-Highland 
Railroad Bridge to a 
spectacular pedestrian 
park.  The Dyson Foun-
dation  recently com-
mitted $1.5 million for 
the engineering and 
design phase. 

We want to help you. 
 

Could Your Project Benefit from RTCA Staff Assistance? 
 
 

Karl Beard 
 New York State Director 
 

karl_beard@nps.gov 
(845) 229 - 9115 ext. 34 

 

The Hudson 
River School Art 
Trail connects 
landscapes and 
art, guiding visi-

tors to painting sites of 19th century 
artists such as Thomas Cole and 
Frederic Church whose work in-
spired a conservation movement.  
RTCA, the Thomas Cole National 
Historic Site, the NYS Dept. of Con-
servation, Olana State Historic Site, 
Hudson River Valley National Heri-
tage Area, Mountaintop His-
torical Society and the NYS 
Dept. of Transportation are 
working together to tell the 
story.  RTCA and its partners 
developed a brochure, Web 
site, displays at local historic 
sites and interpretive signs to 
link the significance of the 
scenic views with the artists’ 
historic homes and work.  On 
National Trails Day, “Artists 
on the Trail” promoted a new 
generation of painters to 
paint at Art Trail sites. 

Hyde Park Healthy Trails 
Promote Exercise and Fun 

Hudson River School  Art 
Trail Brings History to Life 

Press Conference on bridge plan with  
federal and local officials  

“Artists on the Trail”  
 National Trails Day event 
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