
What’s Happening Right Now ... 
Projects and Partners 2008 

About Us 
The Rivers, Trails and Conservation Assistance (RTCA) 
Program provides staff time and technical assistance for 
1-2 years to projects that need an extra hand to take 
the next leap forward to success. We work with citizens’ 
groups and non-profits, helping them realize their vi-
sion of how to improve their communities, whether it’s 
through a rail-trail, urban park, or a restored river. The 
National Park Service helps make it happen.  
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1. East Coast Greenway/New Hampshire 
Rockingham Planning Commission 
. 

2. Goffstown Rail Trail 
Friends of the Goffstown Rail Trail 
. 

3. Souhegan River Trail 
Town of Milford 
. 

4. Pemigewasset & Baker River Waterfront 
Plymouth State University Center for Environment 
. 

5. Mink Brook 
Hanover Conservation Council 

Ribbon cutting ceremony for a new trail section 



Family fun at the Firecracker 5K race 

Recent Success 
Goffstown Rail Trail  
Gains Momentum  

     The Friends of 
the Goffstown Rail 
Trail are preparing 
to open the first 
mile of this five-mile 
off-road connection 
to Manchester.  
With RTCA help, 
volunteers and town 

officials formed Outreach and Trail 
Teams, secured a $30,000 Recreational 
Trails Fund grant, published their first 
newsletters, completed a property sur-
vey, and hosted information booths at 
town festivals.  To prepare the first mile 
for ribbon-cutting, volunteers installed 
two culverts and pruned brush and 
limbs to prepare for building a trail sur-
face in 2008.  

     The Northern Rail Line once linked 
villages along its 35-mile route in central 
New Hampshire.  Though the train 
is long gone, the Friends of the 
Northern Rail Trail in Merrimack 
County (FNRT-MC) are reconnect-
ing towns and people in new ways. 
Until recently the rail trail was only 
used in winter.  Now it is becoming 
a four-season multi-use rail trail 
thanks to the installation of a 10-12 
ft. wide hardpack surface. 
     RTCA support helped rally volunteers 
to organize trail events, including Sun-

day Fun Day and the Firecracker 5K 
race.  To date, the FNRT-MC have com-

pleted construction of 
5.7 miles of rail trail 
and have received a 
Transportation En-
hancement grant to 
build another 8.3 miles.  
The new portion is 
scheduled for construc-
tion in 2010 and will 

connect to the 25 mile Northern Rail 
Trail in Grafton County.  
 

Staying on Track: Northern Rail Trail in Merrimack County  

  "Our experience 
with the RTCA staff 
has been nothing 
but wonderful, an 
absolute pleasure to 
work with.” 
 - Robert Ward, President of 
the Board, Friends of the 
Northern Rail Trail in Merri-
mack County  

We want to help you. 
Could Your Project Benefit from  

RTCA Staff Assistance? 
 

Lelia Mellen 
New Hampshire Director 

 
lelia_mellen@nps.gov           
(802) 457-3368 ext. 14 

The Friends of the Goffstown Rail Trail 

New recreation possibilities on the rail trail 
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