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Appendix B. Cooperating Entomologists/Taxonomists 

 
Appendix B.1 USDA Forest Service Entomologists/Taxonomists 

1.  Field Office in Pineville, LA serves 

(a).   Forest Health Protection, USDA Forest Service, Stephen R. Clarke 

Alabama and Mississippi (also TX, OK, 
AR, LA) 

(Located on the National Forests in TX)  
(1).  Email: sclarke@fs.fed.us 
(2).  Phone: (936) 639-8545  

(b).   Forest Health Protection, USDA Forest Service, Timothy J. Haley 
Exotic Insect Pest Coordinator 
(1).  Email: thaley@fs.fed.us 
(2).  Phone: (318) 473-7282 

(c).   Forest Health Protection, USDA Forest Service, Alexander C.  
Mangini 
(1).  Email: amangini@fs.fed.us 
(2).  Phone: (318) 473-7296  

(d).   Forest Health Protection, USDA Forest Service, James R. Meeker 
(1).  Email: jmeeker@fs.fed.us 
(2).  Phone: (318) 473-7284  

(e).   Forest Health Protection, USDA Forest Service, Roger D. Menard 
 Plant Pathologist  

(1).  Email: rmenard@fs.fed.us 
(2).  Phone: (318) 473-7928 

(f).   Forest Health Protection, USDA Forest Service, Forrest Oliveria 
 Plant Pathologist, 

(1).  Email: 
Initial Contact 

foliveria@fs.fed.us 
(2).  Phone: (318) 473-7294 

(g).   Forest Health Protection, USDA Forest Service, Saul D. Petty 
 Exotic Plant Coordinator 

(1).  Email: spetty@fs.fed.us 
(2).  Phone: (318) 473-7170  

(h).   Forest Health Protection, USDA Forest Service, James D. Smith 
(1).  Email: jsmith@fs.fed.us 
(2).  Phone: (318) 473-7056 
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2.  Field office in Asheville, NC and Regional Office in Atlanta, GA serves 
Georgia, Kentucky, North Carolina, South Carolina, Tennessee, Virginia

(a).   Forest Health Protection, USDA Forest Service, Bill Carothers, Field Office 
Representative, 

  

(1).  Email: 
Initial Contact 

wcarothers@fs.fed.us 
(2).  Phone: (828) 257-4321 

(b).   (g).   Forest Health Protection, USDA Forest Service, Donald A. Duerr 
(1).  Email: dduerr@fs.fed.us 
(2).  Phone: (404) 347-3541 

(c).   Forest Health Protection, USDA Forest Service, John H. Ghent 
(1).  Email: jghent@fs.fed.us 
(2).  Phone: (828) 257-4328 

(d).   Forest Health Protection, USDA Forest Service, Donna S. Leonard 
(1).  Email: dleonard@fs.fed.us 
(2).  Phone: (828) 257-4329 

(e).   Forest Health Protection, USDA Forest Service, Paul Merten 
(1).  Email: pmerten@fs.fed.us 
(2).  Phone: (828) 257-4845 

(f).   Forest Health Protection, USDA Forest Service, Derek Puckett 
(1).  Email: dpuckett@fs.fed.us 
(2).  Phone: (828) 257-4843 

(g).   Forest Health Protection, USDA Forest Service, James (Rusty) 
Rhea 
(1).  Email: rrhea@fs.fed.us 
(2).  Phone: (828) 257-4314 

(h).   Forest Health Protection, USDA Forest Service, John T. Nowak 
Southern Pine Beetle Prevention Restoration Coordinator 
(1).  Email: jnowak@fs.fed.us 
(2).  Phone: (828) 257-4326 

(i).   Forest Health Protection, USDA Forest Service, Wes Nettleton, Region 8 
Regional Field Office Representative, Atlanta, GA 
(1).  Email: wnettleton@fs.fed.us 
(2).  Phone: (404) 347-2719 

(j).   Forest Health Protection, USDA Forest Service, James D. (Denny) Ward 
(1).  Email: jward@fs.fed.us 
(2).  Phone: (404) 347-2989 

 
Appendix B.2 State Entomologists/Taxonomists 

1. Alabama 
(a).   Auburn State University Insect Taxonomist, Charles Ray 

(1).  Email: 
(2).  Phone: (334) 844-3836 

raychah@auburn.edu, raychah@aces.edu 
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2. Georgia 
(a).    Georgia Forest Health Coordinator, James Johnson 

(1).  Email: jjohnson@gfc.state.ga.us 
(2).  Phone: (706) 542-9608 

(b).   State Survey Coordinator, Mike Evans 
(1).  Email: 
(2).  Phone: (404) 651-9486 

mevans@agr.state.ga.us 

(c).   Asst. Professor, Forest Entomology, UGA, Kamal Gandhi 
(1).  Email: kgandhi@warnell.uga.edu 
(2).  Phone: (706) 542-4614     

3. Kentucky 
(a).   State Plant Regulatory Official, John Obrycki 

(1).  Email: john.obrycki@uky.edu 
(2).  Phone: (859) 257-5838 

(b).   State Survey Coordinator, Janet Lensing 
(1).  Email: janet.lensing@uky.edu 
(2).  Phone: (859) 257-5838 

4. North Carolina 
 (a).   Department of Agriculture & Consumer Services, K. Lane Kreitlow 

(1).  Email: Lane.Kreitlow@ncagr.gov 
(2).  Phone: (919) 733-6932 x237 

5. South Carolina 
(a).   South Carolina Forestry Commission Forest Health Program  

Coordinator, Laurie Reid 
(1).  Email: lreid@forestry.state.sc.us 
(2).  Phone: (803) 896-8830 

6. Tennessee 
(a).   State Entomologist-Division of Regulatory Service, Steve Powell 

(1).  Email: 
(2).  Phone: (615) 837-5139 

steve.powell@tn.gov 

(b).   Tennessee Department of Agriculture - Division of Forestry, Clint  
Strohmeier 
(1).  Email: Clint.Strohmeier@tn.gov 
(2).  Phone: (615) 837-5432 

7. Virginia 
(a).   Manager- Virginia Tech Insect Identification Lab, Eric Day 

(1).  Email: idlab@vt.edu 
(2).  Phone: (540) 231-4899 
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Appendix C. IFP Collaborators 
 

Appendix C.1 Title Definitions of Federal Animal and Plant Health 
Inspection Service (APHIS) IFP Collaborators by State 

1. State Plant Regulatory Official: Serves on the National Plant Board, oversees 
state level pest detection and regulatory activities and coordinates survey 
activities between government agencies, public and private sector organizations.  
Also coordinates the state’s initial emergency response if an exotic pest is 
detected. 

2. State Survey Coordinator (SSC): Coordinates annual survey planning, 
execution and reporting as well as community outreach activities. 

3. State Plant Health Director: Directs federal APHIS-Plant Protection and 
Quarantine pest detection and regulatory activities in cooperation with state 
officials, and coordinates the initial PPQ emergency response if an exotic pest is 
detected in the state. 

4. Pest Survey Specialist: Provides technical support to the SSC in planning, 
executing and reporting annual surveys and coordinates pest detection activities 
with neighboring states. 

 
Appendix C.2 APHIS Collaborators by State 

1.  Alabama 
(a).  State Plant Health Director, William Moore 

(1).  Email: william.h.moore@aphis.usda.gov 
(2).  Phone: (334) 358-8568 

 (b).  Pest Survey Specialist, Lee Tuten 
(1).  Email: ralph.l.tuten@aphis.usda.gov 
(2).  Phone: (334)-288-6058 

2.  Georgia 
(a).  State Plant Health Director, Bill Kauffman 

(1).  Email: 
(2).  Phone: (770) 860-4023 

william.c.kauffman@aphis.usda.gov 

(b).   Pest Survey Specialist, Katherine Ellingson 
(1).  Email: 
(2).  Phone: (770) 860-4028 

katherine.a.ellingson@aphis.usda.gov 

3.  Kentucky 
(a).   State Plant Health Director, Jason Watkins 

(1).  Email: 
(2).  Phone: (304) 372-8590 

jason.j.watkins@aphis.usda.gov 

(b).   Pest Survey Specialist, Rachel Braud 
(1).  Email: 
(2).  Phone: (304) 372-8590     

rachel.a.braud@aphis.usda.gov 

4.  Mississippi 
(a).   State Plant Health Director, Jeff Head 

(1).  Email: jeffrey.l.head@aphis.usda.gov 
(2).  Phone: (662-325-8488) 
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(b).  Pest Survey Specialist, John Corban 
(1).  Email: john.corban@aphis.usda.gov 
(2).  Phone: (662) 325-8347 

5.  North Carolina 
(a).   State Plant Health Director, Deb Stewart 

(1).  Email: deborah.j.stewart@aphis.usda.gov 
(2).  Phone: (919) 855-7600 

(b).   Pest Survey Specialist, Gibbs Smith 
(1).  Email: gibbs.l.smith@aphis.usda.gov 
(2).  Phone: (919) 855-7607 

6. South Carolina 
(a).   State Plant Health Director, William Glenn 

(1).  Email: 
(2).  Phone: (919) 855-7600 

William.k.glenn@aphis.usda.gov 

 (b).   Pest Survey Specialist, Gibbs Smith 
(1).  Email: gibbs.l.smith@aphis.usda.gov 
(2).  Phone: (919) 855-7607 

7. Tennessee 
(a).   State Plant Health Director, Ralph Cooley 

(1).  Email: ralph.r.cooley@aphis.usda.gov 
(2).  Phone: (615) 907-3357  

(b).   Pest Survey Specialist, John Corban 
(1).  Email: john.corban@aphis.usda.gov 
(2).  Phone: (662) 325-8347 

8. Virginia 
(a).   State Plant Health Director, Bernetta Barco 

(1).  Email: bernetta.g.barco@aphis.usda.gov 
(2).  Phone: (894) 771-2042 

(b).   Pest Survey Specialist, Milton Wright 
(1).  Email: milton.wright@aphis.usda.gov 
(2).  Phone: (894) 771-2042 
 

Appendix C.3 State IFP Collaborators 
1.  Alabama 

(a).   Alabama Forestry Commission, Jackson County office 
(1).  Email: 
(2).  Phone: (256) 574-3217  

Jackson.County@forestry.alabama.gov 

(b).   State Plant Regulatory Official, Dennis Barclift 
(1).  Email: 
(2).  Phone: (334) -240-7225 

dennis.barclift@agi.alabama.gov 

(c).   State Survey Coordinator, Taylor Travis 
(1).  Email: 
(2).  Phone: (334) 240-7225 

travis.taylor@agi.alabama.gov 

(d).   Plant Pest Administrator, Tomm Johnson 
(1).  Email: tjohnson@agi.state.al.us 
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(2).  Phone: (334) 240-7225 
2.  Georgia 

(a).   State Survey Coordinator, Mike Evans 
(1).  Email: 
(2).  Phone: (404) 651-9486 

mevans@agr.state.ga.us 

3.  Kentucky 
(a).  State Plant Regulatory Official, John Obrycki 

(1).  Email: john.obrycki@uky.edu 
(2).  Phone: (859) 257-5838 

(b).  Central District Forester, Steve Gray 
(1).  Email: steve.gray@ky.gov 
(2).  Phone: (270) 766-5010 

4. Mississippi 
(a).  State Plant Regulatory Official 

(1).  Email: harry@mdac.state.ms.us 
(2).  Phone: (662) 325-3390 

(b).  State Survey Coordinator, Ken Calcote 
(1).  Email: Kenneth@mdac.state.us 
(2).  Phone: (662) 325-8488 

5. North Carolina 
(a).   State Plant Regulatory Official, Stephen Schmidt 

(1).  Email: stephen.schmidt@ncagr.gov 
(2).  Phone: (919) 733-6930 

(b).   State Survey Coordinator, Ken Ahlstrom 
(1).  Email: ken.ahlstrom@ncagr.gov 
(2).  Phone: (919) 733-6930 x236 

(c).   State Forest Protection Pest Control, Rob Trickel 
(1).  Email: rob.trickel@ncdenr.gov 
(2).  Phone: (919) 857-4858 

6. South Carolina 
 (a).   State Plant Regulatory Official, Crystal Harden 

(1).  Email: charden@clemson.edu 
(2).  Phone: (864) 646-2135 

(b).   State Survey Coordinator, Sherry Aultman 
(1).  Email: saltmn@clemson.edu 
(2).  Phone: (864) 646-2128 

7. Tennessee 
(a).   State Plant Regulatory Official, Gray Haun 

(1).  Email: walker.haun@state.tn.us 
(2).  Phone: (615) 837-5338 

(b).   State Survey Coordinator, Elizabeth Long 
(1).  Email: ealong@utk.edu 
(2).  Phone: (865) 974-7957 
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8. Virginia 
(a).   State Plant Regulatory Official, Larry Nichols 

(1).  Email: larry.nichols@vdacs.virginia.gov 
(2).  Phone: (804) 786-3515 

(b).   State Survey Coordinator, Debra Martin 
(1).  Email: debra.martin@vdacs.virginia.gov 
(2).  Phone: (804) 786-3515 
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