EUROPARC Federation

Memorandum of Understanding

with the United States National Parks Service North East Region

EUROPARC Members’ Questionnaire

Name:
Christopher Gledhill

Position:
Chief Executive

Organisation
Brecon Beacons National Park Authority

Address:
Plas y Ffonnon, Cambrian Way, Brecon, Powys, LD3 7HP

Tel:
0044 1874 624437

Fax:
0044 1874 622574

E-mail:
jill.forrester@breconbeacons.org

Yes, we are interested in an exchange programme with a protected area in the United States (North East Region).

( No, we are not interested in an exchange programme with a protected area in the United States (North East Region).

Please state reason:

1. If yes, on which topics would you be interested in pursuing cooperation?

organisational development
ecotourism

sustainability
(marketing

(transboundary management
(education

(   financing
( other (please state) __________

2. If yes, what type of exchange would you be interested in ?

 at staff level (professional development)

(at political level (Presidents, Board Members)

(other stakeholders (e.g. farmers, tourism businesses)

continued ....

3. If yes, please give a short description of the features of your park and main areas of current work:

The Brecon Beacons national Park 1346,79 km2 (520 sq m) is a Category V Protected Landscape whose beauty and character have been produced by the “interaction of people and nature over time”. It has a population of 32,000 in small towns, villages and scattered farms, lying between rural Mid Wales and the South Wales Valleys, where coal mining and heavy industry are in decline.

The Park’s core is an escarpment of red sandstone and limestone which rises to 884 metres (2900ft) at Penny-fan, overlooking the town of Brecon (pop. 7500). The mountains and moors are “common land”, where surrounding farms have rights to graze sheep.. They are also excellent walking country. Around them are wooded valleys and farmland, where walking, sightseeing and activities may be enjoyed.

We are the planning authority, run information centres and manage land and visitors. We are working to integrate the Park Authority ‘s purposes of conserving and enhancing the environment and promoting public enjoyment  with its duty towards the local community. For example the public is involved in biodiversity work and a sustainable tourism strategy is being implemented. We are working on a long-term vision and in the process of implementing our Sustainable Tourism Strategy and Visitor Services Strategy. This is embraced by an overall approach which we have called “Strategic Intent and Direction”

Signed: Christopher Gledhill
Date: 15th March 2003

Please return by 20 March 2003 to:

Patrizia Rossi

Parco Naturale Alpi Marittime

Corso Bianco 5

12010 Valdieri

ITALY

Email: parcalma.rossi@tin.it
