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Temple Toggle-Iron:  The most

successful harpoon ever made. Invented by

Lewis Temple, an African American

whalecraft-maker of New Bedford,

Massachusetts in 1848, and at first called

“porpoise iron” and “Temple’s gig,”  it

became the universal whale iron, and has

never been improved upon.  (From Clifford

W. Ashley’s, The Yankee Whaler)
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New Bedford Whaling National Historical
Park was established in 1996 to help
preserve and interpret America’s nineteenth
century whaling history. The park
encompasses a 13-block National Historic
Landmark District and addresses the history
of the whaling industry and its influence on
the economic, social, and environmental
history of the United States.
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“New Bedford Whaling NHP was delighted
to host the National Parks America Tour for
the second year in a row. The National Park
Service and its partners in New Bedford
benefit greatly from the support of this
program and the many volunteers who
participate.  Every project completed during
the event is directly related to improving the
visitor  experience in the park. The event also
provides an opportunity for local people,
individuals, families, and civic organizations,
to come together and become caretakers of

their national historical park.  It’s a win-win
situation: the park gets the attention it needs
in order to get ready for our busy season
while building a constituency and creating
stewards for its perpetual care,” said
Superintendent Celeste Bernardo.

The National Parks America Tour helps
communicate the diverse landscape and
cultural resources protected by the National
Park Service, providing direct links between
local area National Parks and renowned
sites.

As the longest-standing corporate partner and
a Proud Partner of the National Park
Foundation, Unilever’s commitment spans
more than thirteen years and $30 million in
donations and support.  Unilever’s recent
four-year Proud Partner commitment will
donate an additional $22 million in donations
and in-kind support to the National Parks.

The National Park Foundation, chartered by
Congress in 1967, strengthens the enduring
connection between the American people and
their National Park.  For more information,
please visit www.nationalparks.org.

Corson Block Construction Surges Ahead
The rehabilitation of the Corson Block has
reached a major milestone: construction has
passed the half-way point. Eastern General
Contractors, Inc. of Springfield, MA, who
took full advantage of this year’s mild winter,
has continued to keep a steady pace in the
rehabilitation of the historic brick structures,
originally constructed in the late 1800s and
devastated by fire in 1997.

The most significant hurdle of the first half of
the construction was the successful
completion of the structural steel frame.  The
new steel superstructure was delivered by nine
fully-loaded tractor trailers with minimum
disturbance  through the park’s narrow
cobblestone streets. The steel was skillfully
lifted and carefully placed into position with a
sixty-ton crane reaching more than eighty feet
into the air.

Many local companies and suppliers continue
to play a key role in the construction of this
new facility.  One of these companies is
Integrity Mechanical Contractors Inc., who is
based within the park boundaries. They are
performing all the plumbing, mechanical and

sprinkler work, and have played a big part in
keeping the complex project on schedule.  As
work continues toward completion, local
contractors and suppliers will continue to be
a big part of the team Eastern General
Contractors has brought together.

“Everyone involved feels a great since of
accomplishment knowing that we have more
construction days behind us, rather than
ahead of us,” states Derek Santos, Historical
Architect at New Bedford Whaling NHP.
“We have such a strong team working on
this project, and the quality of work has been
at such a high level, that we have been really
enjoying the process of building these
much-needed spaces for the park, our
partners, and our visitors.”

The project is under the supervision of the
Denver Service Center, the design and
construction branch of the National Park
Service.  Construction is anticipated to be
completed in January 2008.  Look for updates
on the progress of the project in future
editions of the Toggle Iron.

Volunteers representing community groups,
individuals, businesses, contractors, and non-
profit organizations completed several projects
in the park, enhancing the visitor experience at
sites such as the Rotch-Jones-Duff House and
Garden Museum, the New Bedford Whaling
Museum, the Nathan and Polly Johnson house,
Schooner Ernestina, Custom House Square and
the streets and walkways in the national park.

(Continued from Page 1)
Volunteers Enhance Park

Rehabilitating the Corson Building is a

key development project identified in the

park’s General Management Plan.  The

redevelopment plan includes the

creation of a number of interpretive and

educational spaces in the facility

including a sixty-seat theater, a large

multi-purpose education space, a

seminar room, an archival room, and

exhibition galleries. The facility will host

the visiting public and provide the space

for educational and interpretive

programs and events.

Manuel Marques, a carpenter for Eastern General Contractors applies a coat of primer to one of the sections
of the restored cast iron storefront. The high level of craftsmanship that Manuel has brought to his work on
the storefronts is one of many examples of Eastern General Contractors’ team going above and beyond what
is expected.

A section of the new structural steel frame.

With the interoir framing removed the new
foundation is ready for the steel structure.




