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Project Goal

The Tennessee River Gorge Recreation and Trail Initiative is an 
effort spearheaded by the Marion County Chamber of Com-
merce to enhance the quality of life of local citizens through 
the creation of greenways and trails.  Local residents of Marion 
County recognize the importance of their natural assets to 
both citizens and those who seek to visit our region.  Marion 
County is fortunate to claim within its boundaries a large con-
tiguous section of the Tennessee River Gorge that is primarily 
owned by Prentice Cooper State Forest, the Tennessee River 
Gorge Trust, and the Tennessee Valley Authority, each of which 
support the fundamental notion of increasing public access 
through trails. Current recreational uses in the region include 
hunting, mountain biking, equestrian, trail running, hiking, 
rock climbing, kayaking, and ATV riding.  Preliminary concept 
plans outline a trail connecting Marion County Park to the 
Chattanooga Greenway system and TVA’s Raccoon Mountain 
to the Historic Marion County Memorial Bridge totaling ap-
proximately 70 miles of trail along the scenic Tennessee River 
Gorge.  The trail will connect Hamilton and Marion counties in 
Tennessee, both seeking to celebrate their natural assets while 
enhancing both tourism and economic growth.
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E-Mail
Our e-mail follows this convention:
Firstname_Lastname@nps.gov

Internet Web Site
National Program:  www.nps.gov/rtca
Online application available at web site.

 

Southeast Regional Office -
Atlanta, Georgia

Atlanta Federal Center
1924 Building 
100 Alabama Street S.W.
Atlanta, Georgia  30303
Fax: (404) 562-3282
•  Deirdre”Dee” Hewitt

RTCA Program Leader
Phone: (404) 562-3175 (ext. 521)

•  Charlotte Gillis
Phone: (404) 562-375 (ext: 531)

•  Bill Lane
Phone: (404) 562-3175 (ext: 539)

RTCA Blue Ridge Field Office
199 Hemphill Knob Road
Asheville, North Carolina  28803
Fax:  (828) 271-4119
•  Dawn Godwin
    Phone: (828) 271-4779 (ext: 272)

RTCA Florida Field Office
665 South Orange Avenue
Suite 8
Sarasota, Florida  34236
Fax:  (941) 373-9067
•  Jaime Doubek-Racine
    Phone:  (941) 330-8047

RTCA Lousiana Field Office
419 Decatur Street
New Orleans, Louisiana  70130
Fax:  (504) 589-3851 
•  Stacye Palmer
    Phone: (504) 589-3882 (ext-140) 

RTCA Mississippi Field Office
Gulf Islands National Seashore
Davis Bayou Unit
3500 Park Road
Ocean Springs, Mississippi  39564
Fax: (228) 872-2954
•  Liz Smith-Incer
    Phone: (228) 875-9057 (ext. 120)

RTCA Southern Appalachians Field Office
175 Hamm Road
Suite C
Chattanooga, Tennessee  37405
Fax: (423)-266-2558
•  Alison Bullock
   Phone: (423) 266-2359
•  Dr. Jeff  Duncan 
	 Phone:  (423) 266-1150
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RTCA Role
RTCA is partnering with the Marion County Chamber of 
Commerce, the Tennessee River Gorge Trust, and others 
to organize a diverse group outdoor enthusiasts to make 
recommendations to key decision makers for improved 
public access and new trail opportunities and to develop 
and Implement River Gorge Recreation Corridor Plan that 
is fair to all user groups as well as the land owners charged 
with overseeing these lands.  Further, the group will strive 
to assist local recreation-based businesses to maximize 
economic returns from increased public use in the region.  
Assistance will be provided to business start-ups seeking 
to maximize newly created River Gorge trail infrastructure 
such as canoe and kayak rentals, mountain-bike rentals, 
equestrian center, private campgrounds, B&Bs, and guide 
services.
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Campsite Located Along the Tennessee River  Photo: Jeff Duncan


