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1. Tennessee River Gorge Recreation and
Trail Initiative
Project Partner: Marion County Chamber of Commerce
RTCA Contact: Jeff Duncan
423.266.1150

Project Goal

The Tennessee River Gorge Recreation and Trail Initiative is an
effort spearheaded by the Marion County Chamber of Com-
merce to enhance the quality of life of local citizens through
the creation of greenways and trails. Local residents of Marion
County recognize the importance of their natural assets to
both citizens and those who seek to visit our region. Marion
County is fortunate to claim within its boundaries a large con-
tiguous section of the Tennessee River Gorge that is primarily
1. Tennessee River Gorge Recreation and Trail Initiative owned by Prentice Cooper State Forest, the Tennessee River

Marion County Chamber of Commerce Gorge Trust, and the Tennessee Valley Authority, each of which
support the fundamental notion of increasing public access
through trails. Current recreational uses in the region include
hunting, mountain biking, equestrian, trail running, hiking,
rock climbing, kayaking, and ATV riding. Preliminary concept
plans outline a trail connecting Marion County Park to the
Chattanooga Greenway system and TVA's Raccoon Mountain
to the Historic Marion County Memorial Bridge totaling ap-
proximately 70 miles of trail along the scenic Tennessee River
Gorge. The trail will connect Hamilton and Marion counties in
Tennessee, both seeking to celebrate their natural assets while
enhancing both tourism and economic growth.




Current Projects cont.

RTCA Role

RTCA is partnering with the Marion County Chamber of
Commerce, the Tennessee River Gorge Trust, and others
to organize a diverse group outdoor enthusiasts to make
recommendations to key decision makers for improved
public access and new trail opportunities and to develop
and Implement River Gorge Recreation Corridor Plan that
is fair to all user groups as well as the land owners charged
with overseeing these lands. Further, the group will strive
to assist local recreation-based businesses to maximize
economic returns from increased public use in the region.
Assistance will be provided to business start-ups seeking
to maximize newly created River Gorge trail infrastructure
such as canoe and kayak rentals, mountain-bike rentals,
equestrian center, private campgrounds, B&Bs, and guide
services.
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