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Recent Successes
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$40,000 Grant Helps Scottsbluff Depict  
River’s Historic Significance
The City of Scottsbluff and the Monument Valley Riverfront 
Task Force, with help from RTCA, have collaborated to develop 
a vision for the North Platte River through the Monument Valley 
Riverfront Plan. This plan includes preservation, conservation, 
restoration, and enhancement goals for the North Platte River. 

The plan also discusses the need  
for additional interpretation of  
the historical significance of the 
River to pioneers on the Califor- 
nia, Oregon, and Mormon Trails.

In conjunction with this plan, 
the City of Scottsbluff and the 
Scotts Bluff National Monument 
received a $40,000 grant from the 
National Park Service’s Centen-
nial Fund to develop ten wayside 
exhibits and three information  
kiosks within the City’s Riverside 

Park and Zoo that highlight the historical significance of the North 
Platte River during America’s westward expansion. Other efforts 
are underway to build an arboretum and trail system designed to 
teach visitors about native plants that migrants may have found on 
their path across Nebraska. The Zoo also plans to add new animals 
that would have been present along the historic trails.

CURRENT PROJECTS
1. Big Blue River Beautification & Enhancement

Keep Beatrice Beatiful

2. Monument Valley Riverfront
City of Scottsbluff

                   Find out more about each project on page 2.

PROJECTS aNd PaRTNERS 2009

“ The goal of NPS 
involvement is 
to bring tangible 
change to  
communities.” 

 -Charlie Stockman 
RTCA Program Manager



ExPER iENCE yOUR aMERiC a™

1.  Big Blue River  
Beautification &  
Enhancement
Location: Big Blue River as it flows 
through Beatrice, NE and Gage County 
Congressional District: 1 
Project Partner: Keep Beatrice Beatiful 
NPS Contact: Mary Hanson

Project Goal:

A 10-mile water trail and launch sites 
on the Big Blue River, plus numerous 
enhancements to the river environ-
ment and local recreational amenities.

RTCA Role:

Assist partners in the development of 
a plan for the Big Blue River corridor. 
Coordinate contact with the Corps 
of Engineers who manage the river, 
identify possible funding, and provide 
ideas for increased public awareness of 
the river and riparian corridor. Provide 
ideas and technical information for 
enhancing the riparian corridor and 
adding canoe launch sites.

2. Monument Valley  
    Riverfront

Location: North Platte River, Scotts-
bluff, Terrytown, and Gering 
Congressional District: 3 
Project Partner: City of Scottsbluff 
NPS Contact: Mary Hanson

Project Goal:

4 miles of restored river, conserva-
tion of 20 acres of riparian land, a 5-
mile canoe trail, three miles of new 
trails, and a new open space for public 
events and gatherings.

RTCA Role:

Assist local communities to coordinate 
efforts to enhance the recreational 
opportunities along the North Platte 
River.  

Enhance the interpretation of the 
National Historic Trails that converge 
along this section of the North Platte 
River.

Current Projects

A vision for the Great Plains Trails Network . 

We’re Here For You. 
Could your project benefit  

from RTCA Staff Assistance? 
Contact us to find out. 

Mary Hanson
402.661.554 
mary_hanson@nps.gov

Mark Weekley
402.661.1570
mark_weekley@nps.gov

THE RTCA PROGRAM

The Rivers, Trails, and 
Conservation Assistance (RTCA) 
Program is the community 
assistance arm of the National 
Park Service. RTCA staff 
provides technical assistance to 
community groups and local, 
state, and federal government 
agencies working to protect 
natural areas and water 
resources and enhance close-
to-home outdoor recreation 
opportunities. We help 
communities plan, organize 
partnerships, and achieve on-
the-ground success on projects 
they initiate. 

Find more information online 
at 

www.nps.gov/rtca

Recent Successes cont.
Hike-Bike Trail Connects Residents to Resources
The City of Lexington, with assistance from RTCA, has developed a community trails sys-
tem plan to meet transportation and recreational goals within the community. Lexington 
has a strong history of working on collaborative projects to improve the quality of life for 
its residents.  The City established a working committee of interested citizens to generate 
ideas about opportunities and locations for a community trails and park systems networks. 
During this process, RTCA staff facilitated meetings, gathered stakeholder input, and pro-
vided tools to develop the plan.

The first section of a new 2.4 mile hike-bike trial is currently under construction, scheduled 
for completion in April 2009. The trail will follow Plum Creek Parkway, a main thorough-
fare in town, and provide non-motorized access to many stores and businesses. Construc-
tion is also underway for improvements at the City’s Optimist Recreation Complex, which 
includes extensions of the hike-bike trail system. Community collaborators include the 
City, the Lexington School District, the Lexington Community Foundation, the Optimist 
Club, and the Hispanic Soccer League.


