Rivers, Trails, and Conservation Assistance Program

Midwest Region

Recent Success

Historical Path leads into future!
St. John, North Dakota

The Wakopa Trail’s first phase has been completed! This
multi-use trail will be a terrific opportunity for residents and
visitors of the northern section of North Dakota to get outside
and follow in the footsteps of those before them.

The Wakopa Trail is an important component of the history
of transportation in the Turtle Mountain Region. The original
Wakopa Trail led from St. John north to the Canadian border
and south from St. John to Rolla as part of the Devils Lake
Trail system. The new trail was developed from an abandoned
rail corridor (the Burlington Northern). This trail system was
initially a path used by the Native Americans on foot or on
horseback, followed by trappers and traders, then ox carts and
buggies. It parallels a main stage line and mail route, which in
turn was expanded to accommodate the automobile travel we
use today on the Turtle Mountain Scenic Byway.

The Wakopa Trail project helps interpret this history, as well as
accommodates multiple alternative year-round non-motorized
transportation opportunities. Funds for the development of the
corridor were primarily Transportation Enhancement funds,
through the ND DOT and technical assistance was provided by
the NPS RTCA program.

There are no 2009 projects in North Dakota
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Sunset on the Wakopa Trail.

We’re Here For You.
Could your project benefit
from RTCA Staff Assistance?
Contact us to find out.

Karen Anderson
402.661.1542
karen_anderson@nps.gov

Mark Weekley
402.661.1570
mark_weekley@nps.gov

THE RTCA PROGRAM

The Rivers, Trails, and Conservation Assistance
(RTCA) Program is the community assistance arm

of the National Park Service. RTCA staff provides
technical assistance to community groups and local,
state, and federal government agencies working

to protect natural areas and water resources

and enhance close-to-home outdoor recreation
opportunities. We help communities plan, organize
partnerships, and achieve on-the-ground success on
projects they initiate.

Find more information online at

www.nps.gov/rtca
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