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Recent Successes

Confluence of the Clark Fork and Blackfoot Rivers, after dam removal

Dam Removal Allows Creation of New 
Montana State Park 
With much fanfare, Milltown Dam was breached on March 28th, 
2008, setting the Clark Fork and Blackfoot Rivers free for the first 
time in over a hundred years.  By December, the dam, situated at 
the confluence of the two rivers outside Missoula, Montana, had 
been removed and work to remove or stabilize toxic sediments in 
the dam’s reservoir was well underway. The rivers will be restored 
to naturally functioning watercourses with high-quality riparian 
areas, wetlands and floodplains. With RTCA assistance, the dam 
site and former reservoir will be redeveloped as a 450-acre state 
park with trails, bridges and river access sites. 

Last year, RTCA coordinated an intensive 2-day design workshop 
which produced a detailed concept plan to guide future 
redevelopment efforts. Almost 5 million dollars so far has been 
raised in state and federal funding to build the trails, bridges and 
river access sites envisioned by the redevelopment concept plan. A 
4-mile trail was completed this fall to provide a safe transportation 
corridor linking the communities of Bonner and Turah. A handicap 
accessible trail, parking area and interpretive signage will be 
completed on a bluff overlooking the project site later this year.  
And trail connections are being designed and built that will link 
Milltown with Missoula via the Kim Williams trail.  

On November 3rd, a ribbon-cutting ceremony was held to 
dedicate a new Milltown pedestrian bridge.  Senator Max 
Baucus, Senator Jon Tester, Governor Brian Schweitzer and other 
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dignitaries were on hand to help the county commissioners and 
local residents dedicate the refurbished historic bridge. The unique 
design incorporated the original bridge trusses while lengthening 
the structure to span the river’s floodplain, thus meeting the 
river restoration goals of the project while preserving the historic 
appearance of the bridge. The bridge provides a critical link in the 
recreational trail system associated with the proposed state park.

continued on page 2
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1.  Flathead County Trails
Lead Partner: Flathead County
RTCA Contact: Gary Weiner 
406.587.1667 gary_weiner@nps.gov

Project Goal

Develop a long-range master plan for 
a countywide trail system that will link 
communities and schools to each other 
and to Flathead Lake, Glacier National 
Park, Flathead National Forest, and 
state and county parks.  

RTCA Role

Provide expertise in trail system 
planning, development and 
administration by facilitating a 
collaborative public planning process, 
providing leadership to the trails 
advisory committee, coordinating 
document production, and helping 
to identify sources of funding 
and technical resources needed to 
implement the plan.

Current ProjectsWe’re Here For You. 
Could your project benefit  

from RTCA Staff Assistance? 
Contact us to find out. 

Gary Weiner
406.587.1667
gary_weiner@nps.gov

THE RTCA PROGRAM

The Rivers, Trails, and 
Conservation Assistance (RTCA) 
Program is the community 
assistance arm of the National 
Park Service. RTCA staff 
provides technical assistance to 
community groups and local, 
state, and federal government 
agencies working to protect 
natural areas and water 
resources and enhance close-
to-home outdoor recreation 
opportunities. We help 
communities plan, organize 
partnerships, and achieve on-
the-ground success on projects 
they initiate. 

Find more information online 
at 

www.nps.gov/rtca

Grant Creek Trail Moves Forward 
The Grant Creek Trails Association secured a $170,000 Community Transportation 
Enhancement Program (CTEP) grant from the city of Missoula in the fall of 2008.  The 
funds were used to conduct a route survey and write the terms of the easements to allow 
the 3.3 mile trail to be built across private lands. The trail will provide a recreational 
asset and a safe alternative means of non-motorized transportation connecting 13 
subdivisions and other individual residences in the Grant Creek valley. RTCA provided 
technical assistance in trail design and helped identify sources of funding.
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2. Hillcrest Natural Area
Lead Partner:  Consolidated City-Coun-
ty of Butte-Silver Bow
RTCA Contact:  Gary Weiner 
406.587.1667 gary_weiner@nps.gov

Project Goal

Rehabilitate the 60-acre Hillcrest Natu-
ral Area for use as a public park, to 
include a kids’ fishing pond.

RTCA Role

Develop a conceptual site plan for 
the Hillcrest area, including design 
of a trail system, stream and riparian 
restoration, upland revegetation, a 
kids’ fishing pond, a hang gliding 
landing zone, and other activities 
and amenities. Conduct community 
outreach, including facilitating public 
meetings.

3.  Missoula County 
Integrated Landscape 
Initiative
Lead Partner: Missoula County
RTCA Contact: Gary Weiner 
406.587.1667 gary_weiner@nps.gov

Project Goal

Protect and enhance the most critical 
lands in Missoula County based 
on resource value and the level of 
threat from development or other 
pressures.  Conservation mechanisms 
will be enacted to preserve, enhance, 
develop, and where appropriate, 
restore the natural environment and 
its ecological functions, as well as 
provide recreational opportunities for 
the public.

RTCA Role

Assist Missoula County to design an 
overall Missoula County Integrated 
Landscape Initiative (MCILI) strategy 
and process; craft a resource 
assessment and prioritization process; 
and assess and update the existing 
Parks and Conservation Lands Plan, 
including adding sections on trails and 
plan implementation. 
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A Montana model for the fishing pond to be 
constructed at the Hillcrest Natural Area


