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CURRENT PROJECTS

1.

Bicycle Alliance of Minnesota
Bicycle Alliance of Minnesota

. Goodhue Pioneer Trail

Goodhue Pioneer Trail Association (GPTA)

. Hiawatha Valley Trails

Hiawatha Valley Trails Committee

. Mississippi River Trail, Phase Il

Mississippi River Trail, Inc.

. North/South Trail Connection

City of Little Canada

. Pipestone Trails

City of Pipestone

. Red Wing Riverfront Redevelopment

City of Red Wing

. Rice Creek Water Trail

Ramsey County Parks and Recreation Department

. St. Martin Loop Trail System

City of St. Martin

Find out more about each project starting on page 2.
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Ribbon Cutting on the Casey Jones Trail. NPS Photo

Recent Successes

The Casey Jones Trail Welcomes All With
Dual Treadway!

After almost forty years as a “designated” state trail, the first five
miles of the planned eighty-mile Casey Jones State Trail opened
in Pipestone, MN on July 10, 2008. The trail will span three
counties and connect two State Parks, the Pipestone National
Monument, a county park, and seven cities, ending in the Laura
Ingalls Wilder town of Walnut Grove. The new dual treadway
trail has a paved treadway for bikers and walkers and a natural
surface for horses and snowmobiles.

This milestone is the first step
in implementing the Casey
Jones State Trail Master Plan,
developed during 2003-05.
RTCA staft worked collab-
oratively with the nonprofit
Friends of the Casey Jones
Trail, the Minnesota Depart-
ment of Natural Resources
(DNR), and local communi-
ties in the creation of the
Plan, assisting with commu-
nity outreach, organizational development, and the identifica-
tion of trail alignment alternatives.

Although Minnesota boasts of 500 miles of paved trails, the
southwest corner of the state had, until now, been left out of the
long distance trail network. The Casey Jones Trail was the first
trail legislatively designated by the State in the late 1960’s, but

continued on page 4




Current Projects

1. Bicycle Alliance of

Minnesota

Location: Statewide

Congressional District: 1,2,3,4,5,6,7,8
Project Partner: Bicycle Alliance of
Minnesota

RTCA Contact: Holly Larson

Project Goal

The program goals include:

1) providing technical advice on bicycle
facility development to communities,
2) increasing public participation in
planning and development projects
that affect bicycling, 3) developing a
statewide bicycle education program
for children and adults, 4) participating
in the Minnesota Department of Trans-
portation’s Complete Streets feasibility
study, and 5) educating and inspiring
bicyclists to participate in advocacy.

2.

Goodhue Pioneer Trail
Location: Goodhue County
Congressional District: 1

Partner: Goodhue Pioneer Trail Associa-
tion (GPTA)

RTCA Contact: Randy Thoreson

Project Goal

A forty-mile multi-use trail along Hay
Creek connecting Red Wing, Goodhue,
Bellechester, Zumbrota, and Mazeppa.
The Trail provides added linkage to the
regional Cannon Valley Trail, Douglas
Trail, Mississippi River Trail system, and
the Pine Island Indian Community.

Hiawatha Valley Trails
Location: East Central Minnesota
between the Cities of Hastings, Red
Wing, and the Prairie Island Indian
Community

Congressional District: 2

Partner: Hiawatha Valley Trails
Committee

RTCA Contact: Randy Thoreson

Project Goal

A thirty-mile trail connecting Hastings,
Red Wing, and Prairie Island Indian
Community along the Vermillion and
Mississippi rivers.

4. Mississippi River Trail,

Phase Il

Location: Headwaters of Mississippi
River in Minnesota to Gulf of Mexico,
New Orleans

Congressional Districts: AR - 1,4,
IA-24,1L-4,12,16,17,19, KY - 1,

LA -1,2,3,5,6, MN - 2,3,4,5,6,8, MO -
1,2,3,8,9, MS- 1,2,3, TN-7,8,9, WI -3
Partner: Mississippi River Trail, Inc.
RTCA Contact: Diana Allen
314.655.1625

Project Goal

3,000 miles of trail system and 30,000
acres of open space along the Mis-
sissippi River in ten states, and an
organization to support conservation,
recreation, public health, tourism.

Redwing public meeting about the Riverfront development. NPS Photo.




Current Projects

5.

N

North/South Trail
Connection

Location: City of Little Canada
Congressional District: 4

Project Partner: City of Little Canada
NPS Contact: Holly Larson

Project Goal:

Build two one-mile trail segments to
extend the Troutbrook Regional Trail
through Little Canada and Maple-
wood, MN. These missing links will
connect the regional parks and trails of
northern Ramsey and southern Anoka
County, including the Gateway Trail,
Vadnais-Snail Lake Regional Park and
the Rice Creek Chain of Lakes with
downtown St. Paul and the Mississippi.

Pipestone Trails

Location: City of Pipestone
Congressional District: 1 Project Part-
ner: City of Pipestone

NPS Contact: Holly Larson

Project Goal:

Develop two trail sections of the Casey
Jones State Trail through the city of
Pipestone to connect the existing
Casey Jones Trail trailhead to Pipestone
National Monument, and toward Split
Rock Creek State Park, about two miles
total. Develop about 4 miles of pedes-
trian walkways, bicycle facilities and/or
trails connecting the Casey Jones State
Trail to other points of interest within
the city.

Red Wing Riverfront
Redevelopment
Location: City of Red Wing
Congressional District: 2

Project Partner: City of Red Wing
NPS Contact: Randy Thoreson

Project Goal:

Develop 232 acres of riverfront open
space for educational and recreational
uses, and two miles of recreational trail
along the Mississippi River to connect
Red Wing to the Cannon Valley Trail,
Goodhue Pioneer Trail, and other adja-
cent communities and features.

Rice Creek Water Trail
Location: Anoka and Ramsey Counties
Congressional Districts: 4,6

Project Partner: Ramsey County Parks
and Recreation Department

NPS Contact: Randy Thoreson

Project Goal:

A designated 13-mile Water Trail from
the Rice Creek Chain of Lakes Regional
Park Reserve to the Mississippi River

in Fridley, Minnesota (part of the NPS/
Mississippi National River and Recre-
ation Area- MNRRA).
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A walk audit in Pipeston
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9. St. Martin Loop Trail

System

Location: Sauk River Valley
Congressional District: 6

Project Partner: City of St. Martin
NPS Contact: Randy Thoreson

Project Goal:

Development of a six-mile trail loop
within the City of St. Martin and con-
necting to the Sauk River and sur-
rounding rural and agricultural areas.




We’re Here For You.
Could your project benefit
from RTCA Staff Assistance?
Contact us to find out.

Randy Thoreson
651.290.3004
randy_thoreson@nps.gov

Holly Larson
651.290.3003
holly_larson@nps.gov

THE RTCA PROGRAM

The Rivers, Trails, and
Conservation Assistance (RTCA)
Program is the community
assistance arm of the National
Park Service. RTCA staff
provides technical assistance to
community groups and local,
state, and federal government
agencies working to protect
natural areas and water
resources and enhance close-
to-home outdoor recreation
opportunities. We help
communities plan, organize
partnerships, and achieve on-
the-ground success on projects
they initiate.

Find more information online
at
www.nps.gov/rtca

EXPERIENCE YOUR AMERICA™

Recent Successes cont.

only a 14 mile, rugged, unpaved trail had been built. The project needed a resurgence
of community involvement and, by law, a Master Plan before state funding could be
spent on trail construction. Local citizens revived the project in the late 1990’s, and
are now thrilled to see the first on-the-ground results. Residents and tourists alike
have expressed their enthusiasm for the Trail.

Heels and Wheels event volunteers. NPS Photo.

Working Together to Revitalize Red Wing

As aresult of a solid Red Wing and RTCA partnership, design consultant work, inter-
ested organizations (i.e. Red Wing Environmental Learning Center — ELC) ) input, and
engaged local citizenry, a “Consensus Plan” for the Upper Harbor Riverfront Revital-
ization Project (approx. 200 acres) has successfully been undertaken and is moving

- =1 forward. Elements of this project include
natural areas (future home to the ELC
facility with classroom and display areas
as well as surrounding open space, trails
and river access points), harbor marina,
Bayfront Park, youth fishing ponds, and
connecting regional (Cannon Valley
Trail and Goodhue Pioneer Trail) and
community trails joining the Red Wing
riverfront area. Exciting new elements
include the design and implementation
of a connecting trail along the Missis-
sippi Riverfront between Levee Park
and Colvill Park that essentially reflects
a park and trail system along all portions
of the Red Wing riverfront area. Upon
completion, the Red Wing Riverfront
Revitalization Project will be a key local
segment of the Mississippi River Trail
system.

The new Goodhue Pioneer Trail, a
regional connection to Redwing.
NPS Photo.




