Could your Project benefit from
RTCA Staff Assistance?
Contact us to find out.

Georgia

Rivers, Trails & Conservation
Assistance Program

Atlanta Federal Center
1924 Building

100 Alabama Street, S.W.
Atlanta, Georgia 30303

Fax (404) 562-3282

Charlotte Gillis
charlotte_gillis@nps.gov
(404) 507-5692
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THE RTCA PROGRAM

The Rivers, Trails, and
Conservation Assistance (RTCA)
Program is the community
assistance arm of the National
Park Service. RTCA staff
provides technical assistance
to community groups and
local, state, and federal
government agencies working
to protect natural areas and
water resources and enhance
close-to-home outdoor
recreation opportunities.
We help communities plan,
organize partnerships, and
achieve on-the-ground success
on projects they initiate. By
investing in the protection
of special places, recreation,
tourism, and well planned
development, local leaders can
bring long-lasting economic
and quality of life benefits to
their communities.
wWww.nps.gov/rtca

Current Projects

1. Etowah River

Blueway

Partner: Forsyth County Planning
commission

RTCA Contact: Charlotte Gillis
404.507.5692

Project Goal

Forsyth County plans to create the
Etowah River Canoe Trail which is
intended for transportation, conservation
education and outdoor recreation. It will
start in Dawson County and continue
through Forsyth and Cherokee Counties,
the City of Canton and end at Lake
Allatoona. Forsyth County and RTCA
also intend to develop a concept plan
for a Forsyth County river park that

will be included in the canoe trail. The
conceptual plan will focus on a 201 acre
parcel the county will acquire with funds
from the Georgia Land Conservation
Program grant. The canoe trail will

aid Forsyth County in preserving and
highlighting the scenic quality of the
river corridor and allow residents and
visitors to enjoy the Etowah River. The
canoe trail will provide educational kiosks
explaining the importance of watershed
conservation. The counties will use the
canoe trail to highlight recreational use
and environmental conservation.

RTCA Role

Advise the county on technical issues
necessary for a successful blueway.
Prepare a concept plan for the Beak
parcel which will be a significant access
point for the blueway. Assist the county
with the inter-agency coordination and
public input necessary for the project.

. Boundary Waters Park Trail

Project

Partner: Douglass County, GA
RTCA Contact: Charlotte Gillis
404.507.5692

Project Goal

Boundary Waters Park Trail Project —
RTCA will assist Douglas County with
the expansion of their trail system in

Boundary Waters Park. This system will
be connected to the proposed 100-

mile Chattahoochee Hill Country Trail
that includes the counties of Carroll,
Coweta, Douglas, and Fulton. TCA will
help Pulaski County and the Town of
Hawkinsville develop a plan for a 14 mile
blueway on the Ocmulgee River that
connects public launch areas in Houston
and Pulaski Counties with the newly
renovated river parks in Hawkinsville.
There will also be linkages to the new Go
Fish Visitor Center in Perry.

. Upper Chattahoochee River

Canoe Trail Study

Partner: Upper Chattahoochee
Riverkeeper and the State of Georgia
RTCA Contact: Charlotte Gillis
404.507.5692

Project Goal

RTCA, the Upper Chattahoochee
Riverkeeper and Georgia State Parks
are working together to evaluate the
feasibility of a canoe trail

. Pulaski County Blueway &

River Parks Project

Partner: City of Hawkinsville; Pulaski
County Government

RTCA Contact: Charlotte Gillis
404.507.5692

Project Goal

Pulaski County Blueway & River Parks
Project — RTCA will help Pulaski County
and the Town of Hawkinsville develop

a plan for a 14 mile blueway on the
Ocmulgee River that connects public
launch areas in Houston and Pulaski
Counties with the newly renovated river
parks in Hawkinsville. There will also

be linkages to the new Go Fish Visitor
Center in Perry.
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Chattahochee River, Georgia

PROJECTS AND PARTNERS 2009 Recent Successes

Hawkinsville River Park:

RTCA managed and cooridnated the partners,
and prepared the Master Plan & Vision Document.
Successes include a Land & Water Conservation
Fund grant for $44,000 awarded to the project
based on the Master Plan. Another success

is the assistance from the GA Department

of Natural Resources with funding for new
restrooms and boat ramp improvements
based on the Master Plan.

Partners: Pulaski County, City of Hawkinsville,
GA Department of Natural Resources, GA
Department of Community Affairs, Middle
Georgia Regional Development Council, and
Rivers Alive.

Pulaski County River Park RTCA Map/Design

1. Etowah River Blueway
Forsyth County Government

2. Boundary Waters Park Trail Project
Douglass County, GA

3. Upper Chattahoochee River Canoe Trail Study
Upper Chattahoochee Riverkeeper and GA.State Parks

4. Pulaski County River Parks and Blueways
Upper Chattahoochee Riverkeeper and GA.State Parks Total Acres: 23

of entrance road:S ac
South of entrance road- 19 ac




