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With the demolition of the temporary World War I and II buildings occurring, the next planning effort began in 1966.
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Closing 15th and 17th Streets and Independence Avenue
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A Tunnel under the tidal basin to connect I-66 to the southwest freeway.  This ambitious plan called for the closing or tunneling all north and south streets across the Mall from 3rd to 23rd streets
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The creation of a formal garden to replace the “temporary” Navy buildings from World War I.
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A sculpture garden at Eighth Street.
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And the Hirschorn Museum connected with a controversial sunken garden across the mall on the eight street cross axis.
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The plan also recognized the Air and Space Museum.
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And proposed the Capitol Reflecting Pool between First and Third Streets which was built over the I-395 freeway.
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It also sited the FDR Memorial.
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And proposed a major memorial at the site of the World War II Memorial as well as a major visitor center at the Washington Monument on 14th street.
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This model of the 1966 Master Plan started the debate over converting the East West Roadways, Washington and Adams Drives, on the edge of the tree panels from 3rd to 14th Streets to walkways and adding a row of Linden trees to “strengthen the axial vista.” 
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That is… the Elm trees were determined to be weak, because of their open vase shape.





