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Background

ü Clean Water Legacy 

Act enacted in 2006 to 

provide authority, 

direction and resources 

to achieve CWA 

requirements

ü One-time funding 

appropriated

ü Clean Water Council 

created; convened 

2007

The TMDL Process

Assess the stateõs waters

List  those that  do not  meet

standards

Ident ify sources and reduct ions

needed

(TMDL Study)

Implement  restorat ion act ivit ies

(Implementat ion Plan)

Evaluate water qualit y



Clean Water Council 

membership



Clean Water Council membership

Council Members:

David Bennett (Burnsville) ïfishing 

organizations

Marilyn Bernhardson, Chair (Redwood 

Falls) ïsoil and water 

conservation districts

Pamela Blixt (Minneapolis) ïwatershed 

districts

Earl Bukowski (Sauk Rapids) ïrural 

counties

Delvin Haag (Buffalo) ïcities

Keith Hanson (Duluth) ïbusiness 

organizations

Scott Hoese (Mayer) ïstatewide farm 

organizations

John Howe (Red Wing) ïcities

Gene Merriam (Coon Rapids) ï

environmental organizations

William Moore (Woodbury) ïMetropolitan 

Council

Gary Pedersen (Dover) ïtownship officials

Steven Pedersen (Coon Rapids) ïbusiness 

organizations

Victoria Reinhardt, Vice Chair (White Bear 

Lake) ïmetro-area counties

Todd Renville (Minneapolis) ïstatewide 

hunting organizations

Louis Smith (Minneapolis) ïlakes and 

streams nonprofit organization

Sarah Strommen (Ramsey) ïenvironmental 

organizations

Deborah Swackhamer (Stillwater) ïstate 

higher education systems

Paul Torkelson (St. James) ïstatewide farm 

organizations

Agency Representatives (non-voting):

Larry Kramka - Department of Natural 

Resources

Joe Martin - Department of Agriculture

Gaylen Reetz - Minnesota Pollution Control 

Agency

Steve Woods - Board of Water and Soil 

Resources

Current Vacancy:

Representative of tribal governments



Clean Water Council 

Organizing Principles

üCivic Engagement

üLocal Partnerships

üTMDL Priorities

üWork Integration

üProtection

üMonitoring

üMeasurable Outcomes

üStrategic Research



Challenges
ü More listings as monitoring 

ramps up

ü Current approach driven by 
listings

ü May complete a TMDL only 
to return to same area to do 
another

ü Current TMDL schedule is 
out well over ten years

ü Lacks predictability

ü Close segments likely have 
similar problems: efficiency 
opportunities

Data 

compiled 

by the  

MPCA; 

accessed 

2009
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Watershed Framework:

10 year cycle through the 

81 majors watersheds


