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CMM'’s Founding Concept

0 support the emerging
ecosystem service market
opportunities in Minnesota,
CMM will provide:

uniform, easyto-use
measurement tools
reporting forms

3rd-party verification
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“Ecosystem Services”
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“Ecosystem Services”
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the benefits people obtain from nature
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What are “Ecosystem Services?”

Some basic ecosystem services are very obviou
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What are “Ecosystem Services?”
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How does a market transaction work?

Credit generators increase the ecological value
of their land.

Credit buyers pay for specific ecosystem
services provided by the enhanced BMPs.

Conservation Marketplace of Minnesota
Introduces buyers to sellers.
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Why would someone buy credits?

Non-profit organizations have
a conservation mission

Municipalities may find it cheaper i 1
to invest in root causes rather tha.. = :
pay for treatment

Corporations may wish to

offset their ecological impact or
prove to consumers that they invest
In conservation




What are CMM'’s Goals?

Increase conservation adoption in rural and
agricultural lands (BMPs)

Increase the ecological value of the region
Work alongside current conservation efforts
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History of CMM

Established through a USIDIRCS
Conservation Innovation Gramt August 2008

Minnesota River Board is fiscal agent on CIG

Three watershed service areas
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Sauk River Watershed

Lower/Middle Minnesota
River Watersheds

Greater Blue Earth River
Watershed
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Conservation

Marketplace Minnesota

Local Affiliates

Sauk River Watershed

Targeted Area:

Greater Blue Earth Watershed

Lower/ Middle MN Watersheds

Stearns SWCD
Sauk River WD

| ocal Affiliate:
GBERBA

Rural Advantage




How is CMM different
from other conservation programs?

ldentifies new sources of funding for

conservation
wCorporations who wish to support their internal
sustainability initiatives
wMunicipalities who are looking for alternatives to
expensive new facilities

®

Conservation Markefplace

OF MINNESOTA




How is CMM different
from other conservation programs?

CMM appeals to landowners who avoid
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wlLandowners can directly enter an agreement and

receive funds from a private credit buyeno
government involvement
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How is CMM different
from other conservation programs?
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wWhat added benefits can we introduce to conservation
practices?

wExample: implement a standard buffer, but CMM might
provide an additional payment for using native seed
mixes in that buffer.

Crop pollinator habitat

Minimize pesticides
and tillage in crop
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Overview-of the Lower & Middle
Minnesota River Project

Sauk River Watershed

Lower/Middle Minnesota
River Watersheds

Greater Blue Earth River
Watershed
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Lower Minnesota; 1,164,031 Acres

Middle Minnesotac 861,886 Acres
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