CONTACT: Mark Herberger, Minuteman Missile NHS, 605-433-5552

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

September 14, 2007
Artists Creates MINUTEMAN MISSILE NATIONAL HISTORIC SITE Ornament for White House Christmas Tree
Minuteman Missile National Historic Site is pleased to announce that Gordon, Nebraska artist Joan Buckles will be designing the park’s Christmas Ornament to be displayed on the White House Christmas Tree in 2007. The ornament is being designed as part of a presidential program led by first lady Laura Bush to celebrate the National Parks this coming holiday season. The official White House Christmas tree will be decorated with special ornaments representing each park. 
Ms. Buckles ornament will be a gold ball decorated with crisscrossed flags from the United States and Soviet Union with a Minuteman Intercontinental Ballistic Missile centered between them. This logo is symbolic of the park’s mission to interpret the history of the Minuteman Missile weapons system and the Cold War. The ornament will also have a short timeline of the Minuteman’s history within the context of the Cold War as well as a timeline of the park’s creation. 

The park is especially pleased to have Ms. Buckles, a lifelong Nebraska and Great Plains resident, assist the park with this symbolic endeavor. Ms. Buckles grew up in the shadow of the Minuteman Missile fields dispersed across the Great Plains region. Even today, her hometown of Gordon is less then one hundred miles from active Minuteman silos in southwestern Nebraska. The Minuteman system had a demonstrable effect in transforming the cultural and social landscape of western Nebraska over the past four decades.
The park was established by Congress in 1999 to tell the story of the Minuteman ICBM system, including the development of the system, the personnel who served at the 1,000 sites throughout the upper Great Plains, and the impact of the system on nearby communities.  Following the transfer of the property from the United States Air Force in September 2002, the National Park Service began preparing the site for public tours. The park has hosted over 15,000 visitors in 2007 and continues to enhance visitor services. Of 391 National Park Service units which protect and conserve America’s greatest natural and cultural resources, Minuteman Missile is the only one specifically dedicated to telling a story from the Cold War.
More information about the site can be found on the internet at www.nps.gov/mimi 
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