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THIRD SUMMER SEASON Exceeds Expectations AT MINUTEMAN MISSILE
Minuteman Missile National Historic Site’s third year of visitor tours was booked solid through the summer season. Visitors from around the country were treated to a behind-the-scenes “sneak preview” of one of our country’s newest national park areas. Interest in the site was so popular that reservations, beginning back on April 3, 2006, filled most of the tour slots weeks in advance. 

“Our staff worked for many months preparing Delta-01 and Delta-09 for our third season and we are thrilled to report on the incredible visitor interest and success of the tours,” said site Superintendent Mark Herberger.  National Park Service rangers guided over 2,000 visitors through launch control facility Delta-01 and the silo containing a Minuteman Missile at Delta-09.
The park’s visitor contact station at Cactus Flat saw a dramatic increase in visitation. The contact station had an increase in visitation of over 110% from the previous year. This increase was due to signage along South Dakota Highway 240 along with national and regional media exposure from outlets such as USA Today and South Dakota Public Radio. Visitors to the contact station were able to enjoy updated museum exhibits containing original artifacts from the site. The park also debuted its new orientation film that gives a short, visual tour of the site. Visitors that stopped by the contact station were genuinely surprised to learn about the Minuteman’s role in American history. 
Due to the marked increase in visitation the park’s interpretive staff decided to offer a daily missile talk, with no reservations required. This took place each morning throughout the summer. Visitors would follow a ranger out to the missile silo at Delta-09, where the ranger gave a program followed by a question and answer session on the history of the Minuteman system in western South Dakota. Rangers gave over one hundred missile talks from Memorial Day until the end of September. This gave an additional 1,565 visitors an opportunity to visit the site and witness this significant piece of American history. 
Another notable addition to the park’s interpretive programming was a series of open houses given on several occasions during the summer. The first open house on June 25th helped the town of Kadoka celebrate their 100th anniversary. 101 citizens showed up to take a look inside a Launch Control Facility Delta-01. Three other open houses given during the season allowed over 200 visitors to visit the underground Launch Control Center. Park staff feel that further open houses will be vital over the coming years in allowing visitors access to the site.
The summer tours not only provided visitors with information on the once-classified military installation, they served to assess the site’s needs for conservation and visitor services for when Minuteman Missile will be fully operational and open to the public year-round. Visitor statistics from this season can be used as a base to plan and prepare for future years. “From this season’s visitor counts, we can begin to calculate several important statistics such as where people were from, how they learned about Minuteman Missile, and what drew them to this area,” Herberger said. A snapshot of visitors shows that the highest percentage were from Minnesota, South Dakota, Illinois, California, and Florida. Forty-nine states were represented along with 3% of visitors from international countries such as Great Britain, Spain, the Netherlands, Germany and New Zealand.
“Although Minuteman Missile has been open for only three seasons, we are already seeing how the site will prove to be a significant draw for tourists to the region. Even with our limited staff and resources over 11,000 people arrived at the historic site this year. 30% of our visitors increased their stay in the area by an extra day in order to have the time to tour the former military facility. That statistic reflects on how all of the local communities - Wall, Philip, Kadoka, and others - will benefit, this year and in future years, from tourism at Minuteman Missile.”

Due to the overwhelming interest in the site, park rangers have decided to continue with tours through the fall and winter as long as weather conditions permit. One tour per day, Monday through Friday, is offered at 10:00 am. Call the project office at (605) 433-5552 to make a reservation. 

Minuteman Missile NHS was established by Congress in 1999 to tell the story of the Minuteman ICBM system, including the development of the system, the personnel who served at the 1,000 sites throughout the upper Great Plains, and the impact of the system on the communities nearby. Administration of Delta-01 and Delta-09 was transferred from the United States Air Force in September 2002 to the National Park Service. More information about the site can be found on the internet at www.nps.gov/mimi or by calling the site at 605-433-5552.
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