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Minuteman Missile National Historic Site News Release
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Phone: 605/433-5552
MINUTEMAN MISSILE Has recordBreaking 
2007 Summer Season
Minuteman Missile National Historic Site is proud to announce the 2007 summer season broke all previous site records for visitation. In just the fourth year of public tours at Minuteman Missile, visitation has once again seen a remarkable increase.  This summer season (Memorial Day – Labor Day), 12,163 visitors entered the site’s temporary Visitor Contact Station at Cactus Flats.  This total represents an increase of 37% from the 2007 summer season.  Amazingly, over 5,800 of these visitors were given a tour of either Launch Control Facility Delta-01 or Launch Facility (Missile Silo) Delta-09.  Most astoundingly, the amount of tours given to visitors doubled from the previous year.


The increase in tours given can be attributed to several factors.  First and foremost, the site was able to offer a series of weekly open houses to the public throughout the summer.  During these open houses, staff would give visitors an overview of topside operations at Delta-01.  This was followed by visitors being taken into the underground Launch Control Center, where a former missileer would then explain the inner workings of this once intensely secure site.  Secondly, tours increased because Launch Facility (missile silo) Delta-09 was opened to the public each weekday morning throughout the summer.  For three hours each morning, a National Park Service ranger was stationed onsite to give tours to visitors who would arrive at the silo by their personal vehicle.  Over three thousand visitors took the time to drive out to Delta-09, where they viewed a Minuteman II training missile on display.  Thirdly, the tour increase was made possible through the collective efforts of a devoted seasonal staff of three park rangers along with several park volunteers.  These volunteers included Russian citizen Egor Prokofiev, who spent the summer working at Minuteman Missile.  Mr. Prokofiev was able to lend a unique perspective on the site from a Russian point of view.


Visitors came from not only the United States, but around the world to visit the site.  The site received visitors from five continents.  These visitors came from such exotic locales as New Zealand, Taiwan, Colombia, Italy and Israel.  Visitors also arrived from 48 states, led by those visiting from the state of South Dakota, followed by California, Wisconsin, Illinois and Florida.  53% of these visitors found out about Minuteman Missile from the park website, followed by 14% who heard about it via word of mouth, 10% through official National Park Service literature, another 9% from the South Dakota tourism magazine and 14% from other sources. 44% of these visitors said that Minuteman Missile was their top destination while touring Western South Dakota.

Minuteman Missile expects to see further increases in visitation during the coming years due to what was recently termed by the national newspaper, USA Today, as a “boom in nuclear tourism.”   A September 23rd article in the national newspaper said that several Cold War sites are now being considered for National Park Service unit status.  The article goes on to state that there is a “a growing interest in ‘nuclear tourism,’ whose devotees make the rounds of installations such as the Park Service's Minuteman missile silo in South Dakota.”  Other notable national media sources also took notice of the site this summer.  Such media outlets as the CBS Morning Show and Voice of America showcased the site to both national and worldwide audiences.  

Due to the overwhelming interest in the site, park rangers will continue with tours through the fall and winter as long as weather conditions permit.  One tour per day, Monday through Friday, is offered at 10:00 am.  Call the project office at (605) 433-5552 to make a reservation. 

Minuteman Missile NHS was established by Congress in 1999 to tell the story of the Minuteman ICBM system, including the development of the system, the personnel who served at the 1,000 sites throughout the upper Great Plains, and the impact of the system on the communities nearby.  Administration of Delta-01 and Delta-09 was transferred from the United States Air Force in September 2002 to the National Park Service.  More information about the site can be found on the internet at www.nps.gov/mimi or by calling the site at 605-433-5552.
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