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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

May 9, 2006

June RESERVATIONS are filled at

MINUTEMAN MISSILE NATIONAL HISTORIC SITE

Summer tours at Minuteman Missile National Historic Site have been so popular that all of the reserved slots for June have been booked.  Potential visitors from around the country and around the world have been calling since April 3rd, when reservations for the guided tours began.  Tours are conducted twice daily at 9am and 1:30 pm, Monday through Friday, and are limited to six people per tour.  Of the approximate 800 available slots this summer season, over three-quarters are filled including all of the tours in June and most of those in early July.  
“Although Minuteman Missile is not officially open to the public, we wanted to provide some limited visitor services again this summer season,” said site Superintendent Mark Herberger.  “The tours not only provide a sneak preview of this once-classified military installation, they serve to assess our needs for conservation and visitor services for when the site will be fully operational. We are very glad to see such public interest in one of America’s newest national park areas.”

Visitors on tour are currently escorted through the topside structure and control capsule 30 feet below at Delta-01, a former launch control facility that housed missile crews from the 44th Missile Wing at Ellsworth AFB.  They also travel to Delta-09, a missile silo containing a deactivated Minuteman II missile.  Tours are approximately two hours in length and will continue through September 4, 2006 (Labor Day).  From Labor Day until Memorial Day 2007 we will return to our winter schedule of one tour daily at 10 am Monday through Friday. Reservations for the remaining summer slots should be made well in advance by calling the Minuteman Missile NHS Project Office at 605-433-5552. We will begin taking reservations for the winter schedule June 5, 2006. 
Minuteman Missile NHS was established by Congress in 1999 to tell the story of the Minuteman ICBM system, including the development of the system, the personnel who served at the 1,000 sites throughout the upper Great Plains, and the impact of the system on the communities nearby.  Following the transfer of the property from the United States Air Force in September 2002, the National Park Service began preparing the site for public tours. 

More information about the site can be found on the internet at www.nps.gov/mimi 
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