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Minuteman Missile Maintenance Preserving History for Future Generations

Minuteman Missile summer seasonal maintenance employees, Jared Denke and Seth Kruse, have been performing historic preservation work at Launch Control Facility Delta-01. Their efforts are bringing several exterior features up to historically accurate standards. Jared and Seth grew up on ranches close to the communities of Wall and Interior. Raised in the post Cold War era, they have brought a unique local perspective to the site. Their can do attitude and work ethic are representative of the thousands of local citizens who helped construct the Minuteman facilities.
Historic features, such as the vast array of communication antennas, had specific safety markings when the site was active. Since deactivation began in 1993 climatic elements such as extreme heat, wind and cold have taken a toll on these items. Both maintenance team members have worked diligently through the summer heat to give the site a fresh look. Other projects, both Denke and Kruse have completed include painting the helicopter pad, air vents and intakes, and door thresholds. They are currently involved in placing a new fence around Delta-01’s sewage lagoon. 
Maintenance supervisor, John Black remarked that “we appreciate the work that both Jared and Seth have performed this summer. They have vastly improved the historic look of Delta-01. Visitors to the site will be able to truly get a feel for what the site was like while active.” The idea behind such historic preservation work is to maintain the site’s original look at the time of deactivation in early 1993. Visitors who tour the site will be able to see an accurate representation of what Delta-01 was like at the end of the Cold War.

Launch Control Facility Delta-01 was active from 1963 until 1992. During that time the site consisted of both topside and underground structures. The topside building was a support structure where a minimum of eight Air Force personnel were stationed for missile field support.
The underground Launch Control Center was where two missileers lived and worked on 24 hour alert duty shifts. Their primary mission was to always be ready to launch ten Minuteman nuclear missiles. During the Cold War 150 Minuteman missiles were deployed in Western South Dakota for nearly three decades. 
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