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On Monday, October 16th Minuteman Missile National Historic Site was proud to host Flashback Television filmmakers from Great Britain who are producing a documentary film about tensions between the United States and Soviet Union in late 1983. The documentary will be based around a NATO military exercise of that year, code named “Able Archer.” 
Both Launch Control Facility Delta-01 and missile silo Delta-09 provided a backdrop for the filmmakers. Director/producer Henry Chancellor and researcher Morris O’Brian interviewed former Colonel Charlie Simpson. The filmmakers shot footage of Simpson describing missile launch procedures with intimate detail. These procedures were unknown to the general public during the Cold War. He also informed the filmmakers on such intriguing aspects as the Launch Control Center escape hatch. This bizarre concept would have involved those missileers that had survived a nuclear attack, attempting to dig their way out of a sand filled tunnel. The footage was shot in such a fashion that the viewers will see Mr. Simpson coming back to the underground capsule for the first time in decades. They will then hear his first hand impressions of stepping back into the past after decades away from this stressful mission. 

Mr. Simpson also spoke at length about operations pertaining to the Minuteman in a career which spanned three decades. Simpson has a wealth of experience working in missile operations. His assignments have included working as a missileer at Grand Forks Air Force Base (AFB), a missileer evaluator at Vandenburg AFB, on missile test and reliability for Strategic Air Command at Offutt AFB and finally as Base Commander at Ellsworth AFB in western South Dakota. Simpson is currently the president of the Association of Air Force Missileers, a group that continues to tell the story about the role of nuclear missile’s and missileers in Cold War history. 
The filmmakers also will be interviewing a former Soviet missile commander who will go through similar descriptions at a former Russian missile silo. With both Simpson and his Soviet counterpart telling their respective stories in the same film, the documentary hopes to make a very powerful impression upon the audience, concerning this intense proud of world history.
The facilities at Minuteman Missile National Historic Site were sought by the filmmakers due to their pristine state. Both Delta-01 and Delta-09 have the highest historic integrity of all deactivated Minuteman sites. These sites help the public understand the role nuclear weapons such as the Minuteman played during the Cold War in acting as a deterrent to keep the Soviets from launching a nuclear strike against the United States. They also act as an excellent avenue for those seeking to study the Cold War and its 45 year influence on both American and world history.
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