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Room 207

General Information

Room 207 is the unfinished attic of the circa-1820 north shed addition. It is a long, narrow
space with dimensions of 17 feet 2 inches long (east-west) by 7 feet 5 inches wide. This room is most
significant for being the only area where original siding of the circa-1810 kitchen addition has been
protected and preserved.

Extensive renovations, which included the painting of the above-mentioned siding, were made
to Room 207 in the 1950's. This was probably done concurrently with the remodeling of the first-story
room (Room 107) to convert it to a kitchen. In Room 207, new materials were installed on the floor,
walls, and ceiling. The access doorway in the south wall may also have been newly created at that time.

Floor

The floor is covered with sheets of plywood, measuring 2 feet by 8 feet, installed in the 1950's.
It also appears that the floor structure itself was completely rebuilt, based on the appearance of the
ceiling in the first story (for details, see “Room 107”).

Walls
Dates of Construction

The walls date to three periods of construction: circa 1810, circa 1820, and the 1950's.

The earliest wall is the south wall. This was constructed circa 1810 as the exterior wall of the
present kitchen addition. It became an interior wall when the north shed addition was constructed circa
1820. Two hewn posts and part of one corner brace are exposed at this wall.

The north and west exterior walls are contemporary with the building of the north shed addition
circa 1820. The east wall may have been first created in the 1950's. Before that time, it is possible that
no wall existed here, making Room 207 continuous with the loft space in the east adjacent carriage
shed.

Wall Materials

The materials finishing the walls date to circa 1810 and the 1950's.

Circa-1810 Siding

The oldest wall materials, dated circa 1810, are at the south wall. Here, the original exterior

siding of the circa-1810 kitchen addition is preserved. The siding materials include wide sheathing
boards, plaster insulation, clapboards, and a cornice board.
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The sheathing boards are exposed at the west end of the south wall, and on the east side of the
doorway to Room 206. These boards, which are installed horizontally and measure up to 1 foot 3
inches wide, bear the parallel marks of a reciprocating saw. They are attached with hand-wrought nails.
The cracks between the boards are filled with a white lime plaster.

The clapboards cover most of the remainder of the wall east of the doorway. These are hand-
rived boards with beveled ends that overlap. The boards are of various lengths, ranging from 3 feet 10
inches long to 4 feet 4 1/2 inches long. They are attached with early machine-cut nails dated circa
1800-1815.%® Both the clapboards and the cornice board are painted, but the paint is not historic; see
“Finishes” for details.

Pine Paneling

Wide-board pine paneling finishes the east, north, and west walls of the room, and the lower
south wall. The boards are oriented vertically at the east and west walls, and horizontally at the north
and south walls. The boards were installed by the Ingrahams in the 1950's.

Baseboard

A short segment of baseboard, measuring about 4 feet 9 inches long and 4 1/2 inches high, is on
the south side of the west wall only. It has a beaded top edge and no finish.

Ceiling

The ceiling, which follows the pitch of the roof, is low and sloped. It measures 3 feet 11 inches
high at the south wall, and 10 1/2 inches high at the north wall. The ceiling joists are the roof rafters;
these appear to be original (circa 1820), judging by one rafter with intact bark visible through a 3-foot-
wide opening in the ceiling at the east wall. The roof sheathing boards, on the other hand, are modern
circular-sawn boards, 10 3/4 inches wide. The remainder of the ceiling is sheathed on the interior side
with tongue-in-groove pine boards 7 1/8 inches wide. The boards have been dated to the 1950's.

Doorway

Room 207 has one small doorway, at the west end of the south wall. The wall, which was built
circa 1810 as the exterior north wall of the kitchen addition, had no opening in this location originally.
The installation of a doorway here required that the bottom portion of a circa-1810 corner brace be
removed to make room for the opening; the top portion of the brace was retained at the upper west side
of the doorway. The post into which the brace had been mortised frames the east side of the doorway.

% The nails have rounded tips, burrs on opposite sides of the nail shanks, and irregular machine-made heads.
This indicates the nails were made from a narrow nail plate and were not flipped during the manufacturing
process. They measure approximately 1 3/4 inches long.
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The woodwork of this doorway, which is described in detail in the section “Room 206,” dates
to the 1950's. It is not known if a doorway opening was installed here sometime before the 1950's.
Access to this area may have been possible originally (circa 1820) through the loft of the east adjacent
carriage shed.

Windows

There are no windows in Room 207.

Painted Finishes

Existing Finishes

The wall and ceiling materials in Room 207 are unfinished, except for the circa-1810
clapboards and cornice board at the south wall. These each have one layer of paint: a light-green
nonlead paint on the clapboards, and a lead-based rust-brown color on the cornice board.

Historic Finishes

Two paint samples were removed from the clapboards (P004) and the cornice board (P029) in
an attempt to determine the painted finishes of the house's exterior circa 1810.

It was discovered that both elements had only one layer of paint on them: the light-green paint
on the clapboards, and the rust-brown paint on the cornice board. Furthermore, some of the cornice
paint was observed to have been inadvertently applied to the underside of the circa-1820 rafter near the
east wall. 1t was therefore concluded that the cornice board had been painted by the Ingrahams during
their renovation of the house in the 1950's. They are also believed to have applied the light-green paint
to the clapboards. No traces of paint predating the 1950's was found on either the clapboards or the
cornice.

Electrical Equipment

Light Fixture

Room 207 has one light fixture mounted to the west wall. This is a single bare light bulb that is
activated by a pull-chain.

Junction Boxes
There are three electrical junction boxes in Room 207. Two are mounted in the floor, near the

north wall. The third is at the north end of the east wall. All three relate to electrical wiring in the first-
story kitchen (Room 107).
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Exposed Wiring

An exposed electrical wire at the east wall probably relates to electrical wiring in the east
adjacent garage.

Kitchen Fan

The motor unit of the kitchen fan and its sheet-metal duct are on the east side of Room 207.

Heating Equipment

There is no heating equipment in Room 207.

Fire- and Intrusion-Protection Equipment

There is no fire- or intrusion-protection equipment in Room 207.
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Room 208

General Information

Room 208 is the original bathroom in the house. It is at the east end in the second story of the
circa-1810 kitchen addition. The room is small, measuring 10 feet 8 inches (north-south) by 6 feet 10
1/2 inches (east-west).

The existing west wall, which divides Room 208 from the back stair hall (Room 206), dates to
circa 1925. It is not known if such a wall existed originally. As explained in connection with Room
206, leaving the two spaces open to each other would have enabled natural light from the east-wall
window to illuminate the windowless stair hall.

A bathroom was installed in Room 208 by Thomas and Rose Burke (1871-1921), according to
their granddaughter Alice Burke Hargrove. Prior to that time, the family had used an “inside-outside”
toilet in the front southeast corner of the attached carriage shed.*® Exactly when the room was
remodeled as a bathroom is not known. This may have occurred around 1903-1904, when sons Thomas
J. and James Burke were engaged in building/remodeling their own homes on adjacent lots. Such
building activity may have prompted the senior Burkes to update their own home with a new bathroom.

The bathroom was remodeled circa 1925, and again in the 1950's. Little, if anything, remains of
the Burkes' original bathroom.

Surviving features of the original (circa-1810) room include wide pine floorboards preserved
inside the lavatory cabinet, at the southwest corner; the cased framing at the north wall and in the
southwest corner; and the plain baseboards at the east and south walls. The window in the east wall
dates to circa 1820. Most of the woodwork in the room today dates to circa 1925.

Floor

The floor is finished with white ceramic tiles measuring 1 3/8 inches square. These may have
been installed by the Ingrahams in the 1950's. Wide pine floorboards that may be original to the room
(circa 1810) are preserved inside the lavatory cabinet, in the southwest corner (where the cabinet has
been extended over to the souh wall). Two floorboards are visible, oriented in an east-west direction.
There are two layers of floorboards, each 1 inch thick, as can be seen at a hole cut in the floor for the
bathtub plumbing. The top floorboards have a splatter-painted finish (see “Finishes” for details).

% Alice Burke Hargrove, Aug. 17, 1993 (see Appendix D).
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Walls
Dates of Construction

The existing walls date to two periods of construction: circa 1810 and circa 1925. The original
circa-1810 walls are those on the south, east, and north sides of the room. A cased post and girt at the
north wall are original framing members of the circa-1810 addition.

The west wall dates to circa 1925, when the roof and ceiling were rebuilt after a fire. The wall
probably replaced an earlier partition in this same approximate location. The date of the earlier partition
is not known. A wall would definitely have been built when Room 208 was outfitted as a bathroom
circa 1903-1904. Prior to that time, there may have only been a balustrade between Rooms 206 and
208, along the east edge of the back stairway. This would have allowed natural light from the east-wall
window to reach the stair hall.

Wall Materials

The walls are finished with plaster, ceramic tiles, baseboards, and woodwork casing the
exposed framing.

Plaster

Plaster is exposed on the east, north, and west walls of the room. It is also preserved at the
south wall, where a small area is covered by the sink cabinet. Original (circa-1810) plaster may survive
on the east and south walls, which also retain their early baseboards. The east-wall plaster was
observed to have a hard white skim coat over a softer lime plaster. The south-wall plaster was not
examined closely due to its inaccessible location. The plaster on the north and west walls, on the other
hand, appears to be a later type that was probably applied circa 1925.

Ceramic Tiles

Black ceramic tiles 4 1/8 inches square cover the south and east walls of the bathtub enclosure.
A recessed niche in the south wall above the bathtub is also finished with these tiles. They were
probably installed by the Ingrahams in the 1950's.

Baseboards

Two styles of baseboards are in the bathroom. One is a plain board that measures
approximately 5 to 6 inches high. It is located on the east wall (where a skim coat of plaster covered it
circa 1925), and inside the lavatory cabinet extension, on the west side of the south wall. Paint analysis
of the east-wall baseboard has dated it to circa 1810, based on the presence of early red paint.

The other baseboard is between 7 and 7 1/2 inches high, with a beveled top edge. It is located

on the north wall, and inside the lavatory cabinet on the west wall. This baseboard has been dated circa
1925, based on its style and the results of the paint analysis.
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Cased Framing

The circa-1810 north-wall girt and northeast corner post are cased with woodwork. Black
charring on the post casing may be residue from the fire of circa 1925, suggesting that the casing may
be early. The girt casing, on the other hand, appears to have been replaced with new woodwork circa
1925, based on the results of the paint analysis.

A cased post is also visible inside the lavatory cabinet extension, in the southwest corner of the
room. The post itself is part of the original (circa-1705) frame of the house. The date of the casing has
not been determined, due to its inaccessible location.

Ceiling

The entire ceiling structure is modern, having been rebuilt circa 1925 at the same time as the
roof. The ceiling configuration, however, is believed to be unchanged from its original appearance
circa 1810. It is flat in the middle portion of the room (3 feet wide), and sloped on the north and south
sides of the room. The ceiling height is 6 feet 1 1/2 inches in the middle, 4 feet 2 1/2 inches at the north
wall, and 4 feet 4 inches at the south wall. Plaster finishes both the flat and sloping portions of the
ceiling. The plaster, which is on circular-sawn lath, probably dates to circa 1925.

Doorway

The room has one doorway, at the north end of the west wall. The woodwork associated with
this doorway, and possibly the opening itself, dates to circa 1925. Before circa 1925, the doorway may
have been at the south end of the west wall.

West Doorway to Room 206

Both the doorway opening and its door are slanted at the top, to follow the north slope of the
ceiling. The door is a batten type, and is made of the same vertical tongue-in-groove boards that panel
the west adjacent stair hall (Room 206). The surround consists of a plain board on the south side only.

Dimensions of the door are given in the section “Room 206: Doorways.” The door is hinged on
the south side to swing open into the room. Other hardware includes a modern Suffolk bar latch on the
north side, and two metal clothes hooks attached to the upper horizontal batten.

Missing Doorway

The earlier doorway connecting Rooms 208 and 206 is thought to have been at the south end of
the west wall for the following reasons. First, the original stairway outside the existing doorway had a
landing at the head of the stairway that was one step below the level of the second floor. This would
have required stepping down onto the landing and back up onto the level of the second floor when
moving from Room 208 to Room 206. Also, the closet in Room 206, in the location of the possible
former doorway, was not constructed until circa 1925.
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Window

There is one window in Room 208, centered in the east wall (W-207). Like the other windows
in the house, this window's frame has been dated to circa 1820. Its six-over-six sashes, however, were
replaced in kind circa 1925.

The window elements include a plain-board surround and wood apron, a window stool, a lower
six-light sash, and an upper louvered sash. Analysis of the paint on the apron and the right side of the
surround indicates that the apron has original circa-1810 red paint, while the paint on the surround dates
to circa 1925. This suggests that the window may have been reconstructed circa 1925 when the new
sashes were installed, perhaps reusing some old wood (the apron). This could be verified by examining
the nails attaching the window woodwork.

Lavatory Cabinet

A large cabinet that supports the lavatory is located along the west wall. This cabinet has been
dated to circa 1958, based on the style of its drawers, which are the same as those in the circa-1958
bathroom on the west side of the house (Room 203). It has a linoleum-like top and a backsplash with a
red-marble pattern. The bowl is roughly centered in the countertop.

The cabinet extends from the south wall to the south side of the doorway to Room 206. When
the cabinet was installed, it covered earlier materials and finishes on the floor and on the west and south
walls. These include wide splatter-painted floorboards in the southwest corner; a gray-painted beveled
baseboard and plaster wall on the west side; and a gray-painted plain baseboard, cased corner post, and
plaster wall on the south side.

The face of the southwest end of the cabinet is abutted by the bathtub. It is covered with black
ceramic tiles, and contains the bathtub's faucet, handles, and hand-held shower head. In the center of
the cabinet, below the bowl, are two side-hinged doors. North of the doors are three drawers with metal
handles.

Mirrors

There are four mirrors in Room 208. They are probably contemporary with the lavatory
cabinet, circa 1958. Three of the mirrors are grouped together over the lavatory at the west wall, and
separated by two vertical fluorescent lights. Only the two outer mirrors are hinged on their interior
sides to swing outward; the middle mirror is stationary. The fourth mirror is mounted to the east wall
above the toilet. It, too, is hinged on one side (the south) to swing outward. There are no cabinets
behind any of the four mirrors.
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Towel Bars and Rings

Bars and rings for holding towels are on the north and east walls of the room. All have a
chrome finish. Two towel bars are attached to the cased girt at the north wall. A hinged towel bar with
two arms is mounted to the lower part of the south side of the window surround. Two towel rings,
mounted one above the other, are also on the east wall, between the window and the bathtub.

Painted Finishes

Existing Finishes

The bathroom is painted two colors today: black and gray. Black paint covers the wood
baseboard, the lower part of the east plaster wall at the baseboard level, the west door, the lavatory
cabinet, and the radiator. White paint finishes the plaster walls and ceiling, the cased framing at the
north wall, and the window woodwork.

Earlier finishes that may have been applied by the Ingrahams circa 1951 are covered by the
circa-1958 lavatory cabinet at the west wall. Here, the wide pine floorboards are painted a red-brown
color and “splattered” with different-color paints, including yellow, black, green, red, and gray. The
plaster wall is painted gray. The baseboard and southwest corner post are also painted gray, but in a
darker shade than the wall.

Historic Finishes

The paint history of the room was determined by extracting 11 paint samples (P249-P258 and
P288) for microscopic analysis. Details of the paint analysis may be found in Appendix E.

It was determined by the paint analysis that most of the woodwork in the room dates to the
circa-1925 renovation. Little remains from the original (circa-1810) construction, except the baseboard
on the east wall, the casing on the northeast post, and the wide floorboards (and possibly the casing and
baseboard) inside the cabinet at the south wall.

The most complete paint sequence was found in the paint sample removed from the east-wall
baseboard (P249). The baseboard retains its original red lead-based paint, on top of which are
approximately 16 paint layers. Up to circa 1925, the woodwork was painted yellow (lead), white-
cream, white-cream (lead), light green, white, white, white, and cream. Circa 1925, the woodwork was
finished with a cream-color lead-based paint. This was followed by several layers of cream, gray (and
dark green), gray, and finally, white.

The earliest painted finishes on the plaster wall and ceiling have been dated to circa 1925. The
paint layers on the wall are bright yellow, gray, and white; the three layers on the ceiling are all white.
Similarly, the earliest paint on the wide floorboards has been dated circa 1925. The paint layers,
beginning with the earliest, are as follows: light yellow (lead), brown, mustard yellow, black, light gray,
gray, and red (with splatter decoration and varnish).
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Electrical Equipment

Light Fixtures

Two fluorescent light fixtures are positioned vertically between the grouping of three mirrors at
the west wall. The fixtures are activated by switches at the fixtures themselves, or by a light switch in
Room 206. The lighted-mirror unit has been dated to the 1950's.

Electrical Outlets

There is one electrical receptacle at the west wall, on top of the north fluorescent light.

Heating Equipment

A hot-water radiator is mounted to the east wall beneath the window. The radiator is four
columns wide and 18 sections long. It has no manufacturer's identification. The radiator probably dates
to the installation of the existing hot-water heating system in 1951.

Plumbing Equipment

The plumbing equipment in Room 208 includes a lavatory (sink), toilet, bathtub, and exposed
ventilation pipes. All three of the fixtures are white.

Lavatory
A white cast-iron lavatory is supported by a cabinet at the west wall. This lavatory may have

been installed circa 1958 by the Ingrahams, based on the style of the cabinet drawers, which is similar
to the built-in drawers in the circa-1958 bathroom (Room 203). Writing on the underside of the
lavatory reads as follows:

Made in U.S.A.

376 110 20

M64 707
The faucets are labeled “American Standard.”

Toilet

A white toilet is positioned on the north side of the east wall. It is an early style, in which the
base portion is connected to the back tank portion by an exposed pipe. A likely date is circa 1925.
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The seat and tank portions of the toilet were made by different manufacturers, suggesting that
one or the other was replaced at some later date. Writing on the base portion identifies it as having been
made by the Trent Company. The tank, on the other hand, is labeled “Kohler.” The underside of the
tank cover has the following information:

K6948 S5
88336
8012

Bathtub

A white cast-iron bathtub is at the south wall. Writing on the bathtub identifies it as a Kohler
model. The faucet and handles at the west end are labeled “American Standard.” A shower head and
control (labeled “Standard”) are at the east end. The bathtub appears to have been installed at the same
time as the lavatory, circa 1958, due to the placement of the plumbing on the south side of the lavatory
cabinet.
Ventilation Pipes

Two ventilation pipes are exposed at the east wall, on the north side of the toilet. Their date is

not known.

Fire- and Intrusion-Protection Equipment

There is no fire- or intrusion-protection equipment in Room 208.
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Room 209

General Information

Room 209 is the east chamber in the original (circa-1705) two-story section of the house. Itis a
large room, measuring 18 feet 5 inches (east-west) by 18 feet 7 inches (north-south).

This room was probably always used as a bedroom (known historically as a “chamber”). The
probate documents of 1782 and 1803 indicate that the east side of the house, including this room, was
reserved for the use of the “owner,” while the west side of the house was for the use of the surviving
widow.*® This was also the bedroom of Thomas and Rose Burke (1871-1921), and the early bedroom
of James and Margaret Ingraham (1951-1991).*

Unchanged from circa 1705 is the size of the room, the location of the doorway to the stair hall,
and the location of the fireplace at the west wall. The existing subfloor boards may also be original.

Considerable alterations were made to the room circa 1820, when the existing windows,
doorways, baseboards, and fireplace mantel were installed. The walls and ceiling appear to have been
plastered for the first time, and the exposed framing cased with woodwork. The wide pine finish
floorboards may also date to this remodeling, and changes may have been made to the firebox and
hearth.

The existing grille in the floor was probably installed by the Burkes sometime in the 19th or
early 20th century. Several alterations were made circa 1925. The ceiling was completely replastered
on new circular-sawn lath; the woodwork casing of the girts was replaced; a doorway in the north wall
was removed and the opening plastered over; a new north-wall doorway was installed east of the old
doorway; and the old window sashes were replaced with new sashes. The Ingrahams installed new
radiators, upgraded the electrical wiring, and repainted the room in the 1950's.

Floor

The floor is covered with two layers of wide pine floorboards, laid in an east-west direction.
The edges of the boards are butted, not tongue-in-groove. The subfloor and finish floorboards are each
about 1 inch thick, and the top boards average about 9 inches wide.

The subfloor boards may be original (circa-1705) material, based on the following evidence.
The undersides of the subfloor boards and their joists are painted, as can be seen in the southeast corner
of the closet in the first-story room (Room 108). The underside of the floor, in other words, existed as
an exposed ceiling in Room 108 before that ceiling was plastered circa 1810-1820.

0 Middlesex County Probate Documents #15095 (Nathan Meriam) and #15056 (Ephraim Meriam).

* Alice Burke Hargrove, Aug. 17, 1993 (see Appendix D).
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The finish floorboards, on the other hand, date from a later period, based on the machine-cut
nails that hold them. They were probably installed circa 1820, at the same time as the other woodwork
in the room.

Only six rows of finish floorboards, on the south side of the room, are one board that spans
continuously from wall to wall. All of the other rows are made up of two shorter boards that meet in a
seam. Three groupings of these floorboards are the same lengths, so that their north-south seams are
aligned. This was typical of early floors, in which the longest boards were installed first and the shorter
boards later, with no attempt made to stagger the seams. The seams therefore attest to the antiquity of
the floor (i.e., the floor was not installed by the Ingrahams), and are not necessarily evidence of a
missing feature such as a partition wall or a stairway.*

Walls
Dates of Construction

The south, east, and north walls of the room are original exterior walls dating to circa 1705.
The west wall is an interior partition wall, which may have been rebuilt in its original location when the
room was plastered circa 1820.

Wall Materials

The walls are finished with plaster, wood baseboard, and woodwork casing on the exposed
post-and-beam frame.

Plaster

All four walls of the room are plastered on wood lath. The plaster goes up to, but does not
extend behind, the cased posts on the east side of the room. A thin coat of hard white plaster, probably
applied circa 1925 when the ceiling was replastered, covers the walls. The plaster beneath this appears
to be an early lime type that was probably installed circa 1820, at the same time as the woodwork.

A patch of later plaster exists at the north wall, west of the doorway to Room 206. This patch,
which measures 2 feet 5 inches wide, is the location of a former doorway that was removed circa 1925.
It is clearly defined by two vertical cracks in the plaster and by a later baseboard in this location.

#2 Cummings quotes a London author who wrote the following circa 1680: “if the [floor] Boards are not long
enough to reach athwart the whole Room, the ends may all lye in a straight Line, that the straight ends of other
Boards laid against them may make the truer Joint, and this they call a Breaking Joint” (p. 161); original quote
from Charles F. Montgomery (ed.), Joseph Moxon's Mechanick Exercises (NY: Praeger Publishers, 1970), p.
150]
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Baseboards

Wood baseboards with beaded top edges finish all four plaster walls. Except for a later patch at
the north wall, all of the baseboards date to circa 1820. Like the plaster, the baseboards do not extend
behind the cased posts; rather, they abut them.

The height of the baseboards varies throughout the room, being 8 inches at the north wall; 8 1/2
inches at the east wall, the south wall, and the south end of the west wall; and 9 inches at the north end
of the west wall. This discrepancy in heights may be due to the settling of the floor.

The later baseboard patch marks the former doorway opening at the north wall. This patch,
which measures 4 feet 1 inch long, was installed circa 1925, based on the paint analysis. It is similar in
both height and appearance to the earlier baseboard in the room.

Toe molding is attached to the bottom of the baseboards on all four walls. This molding has
also been dated circa 1925, based on the paint analysis.

Cased Framing

Woodwork cases the exposed post-and-beam framing, including the two girts at the north and
south walls, and the posts in the four corners of the room. The casing of the east and west girts appears
to have been replaced circa 1925 (when the ceiling was replastered), based on the paint analysis.
However, the analysis of paint samples from the casing at the southeast and northeast posts indicates
that they retain their original (circa-1820) casings.

Missing Wall Materials

No physical evidence has been uncovered of how the walls were finished before the plaster was
installed circa 1820. The framing was probably exposed originally (circa 1705), and not cased with
woodwork as it is today. The walls may have been wood-paneled, as they were in the two original first-
story rooms (Rooms 102 and 108). Opening of the existing plaster walls may reveal evidence of the
original wall treatment.

Ceiling

The ceiling is noteworthy for being the lowest in the house, measuring 6 feet 1 inch high in the
middle, and 6 feet 3 inches at the outer walls of the room. This is to the fact that an effort was made to
conceal much of the ceiling framing in this room.

The ceiling is finished with plaster on circular-sawn lath, which was installed circa 1925. As
can be seen in the attic, the latch is attached to furring strips that are flush with the undersides of the
east- and west-wall girts, and with the north-south tie beam in the middle of the ceiling. Wood hangers
are used to suspend the furring strips about 5 inches below the level of the joists.

A plaster ceiling of similar configuration also existed here before circa 1925, based on extant

remnants of early hangers and nails. The earlier ceiling is thought to have been installed circa 1820,
when the room was renovated with new woodwork.
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The ceiling framing was probably exposed originally (circa 1705), similar to the ceilings in the
other early rooms in the house (Rooms 102, 108, and 202). The physical evidence for this is less clear
than in the other rooms, however, because there is no obvious painted finish on the framing members
(as viewed from the attic). The joists and girts are blackened, which may be a smokey residue. It is
also possible that the ceiling was left unfinished until the plaster was installed circa 1820.

Doorways

There are three doorways: two in the west wall, and one in the north wall.
West Doorway to Room 201

The doorway at the south end of the west wall leads to the upper stair hall (Room 201). A
doorway opening in this location is undoubtedly original, dating to circa 1705. All of the woodwork at
the existing doorway, however, is later, having been installed circa 1820 (based on the paint analysis).

Doorway elements include a surround on the two sides of the opening and a mortised, four-
panel door with center rail. The south side of the surround is a plain board; the north side is similar,
except that it is trimmed by an applied molding on its outer edge. The top of the doorway opening has
no surround, since it abuts the plaster ceiling. The molding profile is Federal in style, and is identical to
the moldings of the closet and window surrounds.

The panels of the door are recessed and molded on the room side, and raised and unmolded on
the opposite, hall side. The door retains its original (circa-1820) butt hinges on the south side, and has a
replacement Suffolk bar latch on the north stile. The original latch would have been a Norfolk type,
similar to the existing latch on the door between Rooms 201 and 202. Other details of the door, such as
its dimensions, may be found in the section “Room 201: Doorways.”

West Closet Doorway

North of the fireplace is a doorway that leads to a closet. While it is possible that a closet
existed here circa 1705, the existing closet and its doorway have both been dated to circa 1820.

The doorway is framed by a surround on both sides and at the top of the opening. Only the top
and south sides, however, are trimmed with a molding along their outer edges. The molding profile is
the same as that on the surround of the west-wall doorway to Room 201, and on the window surrounds.

The door is of mortised construction with two panels separated by a center rail. The panels are
raised and unmolded on the room side, and recessed and unmolded on the closet side. The dimensions
of the door are 5 feet 10 7/8 inches high by 1 foot 11 inches wide by 1 inch thick. The door is hung on
its north side by two hinges to swing open into the room. The hinges, which appear to be original (circa
1820), are the butt type with three knuckles. A metal (possibly brass) swivel latch is on the south stile
and south-side architrave. It may also be original, lacking evidence of any other latching device.
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North Doorway to Room 206

The doorway to the back stair hall (Room 206) is near the east end of the north wall. This is a
later doorway that was installed circa 1925. It replaced an earlier doorway in this wall, which is
discussed in the next section, “Missing Doorway.”

All of the woodwork of the existing doorway dates to circa 1925, based on the paint analysis.
This includes a molded surround on the east and west sides of the opening, and a modern four-panel
door. The molding of the surround is completely different in profile than any other moldings in the
room.

The door panels are recessed and molded on the room side, and raised and unmolded (with flat
edges) on the opposite, hall side. The door is hung by two modern hinges on the east side, and has a
modern Suffolk bar latch on the west stile. Dimensions of the door are given in the section on Room
206.

Missing Doorway

A doorway formerly existed in the north wall, west of the doorway described above. Evidence
for this doorway includes a patch in the plaster wall that measures 2 feet 5 inches wide, below which is
a length of baseboard with circa-1925 paint only.

It is not known when the missing doorway was installed here originally. It may have been
created circa 1743, to access the garret of the first north kitchen addition; or circa 1810, when the
second kitchen addition was built; or circa 1820, when the room was remodeled with new woodwork.
The doorway was probably removed circa 1925, when the east wall of the north adjacent room (Room
205) was rebuilt in its present location. This wall was probably located farther to the west originally;
the early doorway would therefore have connected with the back stair hall, as does the existing doorway
today.

Windows

The east chamber has three windows: two in the south wall (W-204 and W-205), and one in the
east wall (W-206). The openings and surrounds of all three windows date to the 1820's. The surrounds,
which are mitered at the corners, have a Federal-style molding at their outer edges. The molding is
similar in profile to the moldings on the surrounds of the west-wall doorways. The six-over-six
window sashes are later, having replaced similar sashes circa 1925. The top sash of W-205 has been
replaced with louvers by the National Park Service.

Fireplace

A fireplace is roughly centered on the west wall. The room probably always had a fireplace—
first as part of the original chinney stack, and later as part of the chimney stack as rebuilt circa 1743.
However, its existing appearance suggests that the following changes were made circa 1820: the firebox
was made smaller, the hearth was extended, and a new mantel was installed. The fireplace is similar in
almost all details to the fireplace in the west chamber (Room 202).
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Brickwork
The fireplace is made of handmade bricks that measure 7 1/2 inches long by 2 inches high.
Hearth

The brick hearth in front of the fireplace measures about 1 foot 5 inches deep by 3 feet 9 inches
wide. It consists of five rows of bricks, with dimensions of 7 3/4 inches long by 3 3/4 inches wide.
This hearth may have been enlarged to its present size when the room was renovated circa 1820. The
original, circa-1705 hearth would have extended only about one brick-width into the room. No physical
evidence of the early hearth survives today.

Firebox

The firebox opening has splayed sides and a shallow depth, typical of circa-1820 fireplace
construction. The opening measures 2 feet 2 1/2 inches high by 2 feet 9 1/2 inches wide by 1 foot 4
inches deep. Unlike the other fireplaces in the house, it has no gudgeons or crane.

Mantel

A wood mantel of simple, neoclassical design trims the fireplace. It is identical in appearance
to the mantel in the west chamber (Room 202), and has been dated to circa 1820 based on the
comparative paint analysis.

The mantel is surmounted by a shelf 5 1/2 inches deep. The shelf is supported at either end by
two pilaster capitals, between which is a long, recessed panel. Below this is the firebox opening, which
is trimmed with a molding that has the same profile as that on the circa-1820 doorway and window
surrounds.

Closet

A closet is at the north end of the west wall, next to the chimney. It is a small closet, with
dimensions of 3 feet 11 inches wide by 1 foot 5 inches deep. In its present configuration, the closet has
been dated to circa 1820. An earlier closet may also have been located here, although no evidence of it
survives today.

The floor of the closet is finished with narrow floorboards 3 1/4 inches wide, which were
probably installed circa 1925. The south side of the closet is the sloping brickwork chimney. The other
walls are plastered and trimmed with a plain baseboard 4 1/2 inches high. The ceiling is also plastered.

The plaster on both the walls and ceiling is on sawn lath (as can be seen in the attic). It has

therefore been dated to circa 1925. The closet also has a wooden shelf supported by an apron, wire
clothing hooks, and a clothes bar attached to the east and west walls.
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Painted Finishes

Existing Finishes

The east chamber is painted two colors today: light brown and white. Light-brown paint
finishes the woodwork, excluding the floor. White paint covers the plaster walls and ceiling. The floor,
which appears to have been sanded, has a wax or oil finish.

The interior of the closet is finished as follows: the floorboards and plaster walls and ceiling are
unpainted; the baseboard and wood shelf and apron are painted light yellow; and the interior side of the
door is painted the same light-brown color as the woodwork in the room.

Historic Finishes

The paint history of the room was determined by extracting 22 samples of paint (P259-P280)
and examining them under the microscope. Details of the paint analysis may be found in Appendix E.

All of the paint samples, with the possible exception of the sample from the ceiling joist (P275),
were found to have paint layers no earlier than circa 1820. It was not possible to determine if the black,
soot-like substance observed in the ceiling-joist sample was an applied finish or the residue of smoke
from a fire.

All of the existing painted woodwork in the room was found to date to either circa 1820 or circa
1925. The circa-1820 finish is a lead-based, cream-color paint. After circa 1820, and before circa
1925, the woodwork was painted approximately 5 times, in shades of white and cream. Most of these
paints contained lead.

The circa-1925 woodwork was also first finished with a lead-based, cream-color paint. It has
since been painted four times with nonlead paints in the following colors: cream, white, red and brown.
The last three of these are thought to have been applied by the Ingrahams (1951-1991).

No finishes predating circa 1925 were found on the plaster walls or ceiling. The circa-1925
ceiling has only one layer of cream-color paint. The upper east wall was found to have the following
finish remnants: wallpaper fragment, white paint, yellow-pink paint, wallpaper fragment with green-
blue paint, and white paint. Likely circa-1820 wall finishes would have been wallpaper or a lime wash.

Electrical Equipment

Light Fixtures
The east chamber has two electrical light fixtures: one on the west wall, and the other on the

north wall. The west-wall fixture is north of the doorway to Room 201; the north-wall fixture is west of
the doorway to Room 206.
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Both light fixtures are similar in style, having a yellow-metal back plate and a single-bulb
socket. A pull-chain on each fixture activates it.

Electrical Outlets
The room has five duplex receptacles, in the following locations:
west wall:  two, in the plaster wall, on either side of the fireplace;
north wall: one, in the plaster wall, west of the patch at the former doorway;

east wall:  one, in the plaster wall, between the northeast corner post and the window; and
south wall: one, in the baseboard, west of the east-side radiator.

Heating Equipment

Existing Radiators

Two hot-water radiators are at the south wall, beneath the two windows. Each radiator is four
columns wide and 18 sections long. There is no manufacturer's identification. The radiators were
probably installed as part of the existing heating system in 1951.

Floor Grille

A round metal grille, 12 inches in diameter, is in the floor in front of the west-wall hearth.
Alice Burke Hargrove remembers that such a fixture, which she calls a “heatolator,” existed both in this
room and in the east chamber (Room 202) when her grandparents lived in the house (1871-1921).

The function of the grille was to allow warm air from the room below (Room 108) to rise and
heat the room above. The grille may have been installed at the same time as a cast-iron parlor stove in
Room 108.

Missing Radiator
There is physical evidence in the floor at the south wall, between the two windows, of a missing

steam radiator. Three round holes through the floorboards are on the east side, and a rectangular cut-out
(7 inches by 9 inches) is on the west side.

Fire- and Intrusion-Protection Equipment

There is no fire- or intrusion-protection equipment in Room 209.
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INTERIOR ELEMENTS:

ATTIC STORY
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Attic

General Information

A large attic with full floor is located under the main gable roof. Its dimensions are
approximately 31 feet (east-west) by 18 feet 7 inches (north-south).

The attic was built in two phases: circa 1705 and circa 1725. The older portion, comprising the
eastern three-fifths, measures 18 feet 10 inches from east to west. This is the attic of the original two-
story section of the house, which includes the chimney on the west side. The framing evidence of an
early attic stairway may also be seen on the south side of the chimney stack, above the second-story
stair hall (Room 201). The later, circa-1725 portion of the attic measures 12 feet 1 1/2 inches east to
west. It has no separate chimney stack.

Alterations were made to the attic circa 1810, when the back (north) rafters were lifted to
accommodate the height of the new, two-story kitchen addition. The attic stairway is also believed to
have been moved about this time, to the west side of the chimney stack.

The most drastic change occurred circa 1925, following a fire that left charring damage on the
structural members of the floor. The roof may have been damaged beyond repair, because the entire
roof structure and side walls were completely removed and replaced wit new materials. New tongue-in-
groove flooring was installed, covering the entire east side of the attic, and most of the west side. The
circa-1810 attic stairway was also removed and replaced by a hatch and ladderway in the northeast
corner. The attic is little changed today from its appearance following the repairs of circa 1925.

Floor

The circa-1925 attic floorboards are tongue-in-groove pine boards 7 1/4 inches wide by three-
quarters of an inch thick. The floorboards are laid across the joists in a north-south direction in the old
part of the attic, and in an east-west direction in the newer part. They are attached with wire nails. A
description of the structural framing may be found in the section “Structure.”

Walls

The east and west gable-end walls of the attic are modern, having been rebuilt circa 1925. They
replaced original end walls in the same locations. Stud mortises remain from these original end walls in
the second-story end girts: both the circa-1705 east girt and the circa-1725 west girt.

Similar stud mortises are also preserved in the original (circa-1705) west girt at first-story level,
on the west side of the chimney stack. This evidence, together with the framing evidence in Room 102,
clearly indicates that the house was built originally with two stories on the east side and one story on the
west side.
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Ceiling

The ceiling of the attic is the exposed framing and sheathing boards of the roof. See “Roof” for
details.

Doorways

There are no doorways in the attic today. Access is possible from the second story by a hatch
opening in the ceiling of the closet in Room 206, the back stair hall in the circa-1810 addition. There is
no door or other cover at the opening, which was created circa 1925.

Windows

There are two small windows in the attic: one in the east wall (W-301) and the other in the west
wall (W-302). Both of these window openings and their six-light sashes date to circa 1925, when the
gable-end walls in which they are located were rebuilt. The windows are fitted today with louvered
sashes installed by the National Park Service.

The west window, and probably also the east window, were smaller than the existing windows,
based on the photographic evidence. The west window had a four-light sash, which is missing today.
The earlier attic windows may have been installed or replaced circa 1820, at the same time as the other
windows in the house.

Chimney

The chimney is described in a separate section of this report entitled “Chimney.”

Stairways

Existing Ladderway

The attic is accessed from the second story by a circa-1925 ladderway near the northeast corner.
This ladderway includes an open hatch in the ceiling of Room 206, the back stair hall in the circa-1810
addition. The hatch is reached by a vertical ladder affixed permanently to the east wall of the Room-
206 closet.

Missing Stairways

Prior to circa 1925, the attic was connected to the second story by three successive stairways.
The original (circa-1705) attic stairway is believed to have ascended from the front stair hall (Room
201), located south of the chimney stack. This stairway was undoubtedly replaced circa 1743, when the
chimney stack was rebuilt. Framing evidence for one or both of these stairways survives today at the
two attic-floor joists south of the chimney stack. Here, two long mortises on the interior sides

396



of the joists may have received the stairway stringers. This suggests that the stairway(s) ascended first
along the east wall of Room 201, then turned west and rose along the chimney.

The circa-1743 attic stairway was probably removed from Room 201 circa 1820, when
extensive interior remodeling occurred in that room and elsewhere in the house. A new attic stairway
appears to have been built along the west side of the chimney stack, ascending southward from a
doorway in the second story of the circa-1810 kitchen addition. This stairway was in turn removed
circa 1925, when the ladderway was built at the other end of the house as part of the post-fire repairs.
No physical evidence of the circa-1820 attic stairway survives today, other than the space on the west
side of the chimney, which was converted to a closet for Room 202 after the stairway was removed.

Painted Finishes

The only painted finishes in the attic are the remnants of paint on floor framing on the west side
of the attic. This framing was originally exposed as the ceiling in the second-story room (Room 202).
It is not known if the blackened finish on the floor framing on the east side of the attic is an applied
finish or a smokey residue. This framing may have been the original exposed ceiling in Room 2009.

Electrical Equipment

Lighting Fixtures

There are two ceiling-mounted light fixtures in the attic: one on the east side, the other on the
west side. Each consists of a single bare bulb in a white porcelain base. The fixtures can be operated
individually by a pull chain, or remotely by a switch in the Room-206 closet.
Electrical Outlets

An electrical-receptacle adapter is at each of the two attic light fixtures.

Television Antennae

A large metal television antennae is on the east side of the attic.

Heating Equipment

There is no heating equipment in the attic.

Fire- and Intrusion-Protection Equipment

There is no fire- or intrusion-protection equipment in the attic.
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Electrical System

General Information

Electrical service was probably first introduced in the house around 1900-1901 by Thomas and
Rose Burke. This is when electrical poles and wires were first installed along Old Bedford Road to
Meriam's Corner.** Remnants in the house of this early system include porcelain knobs, tubes, and
conduit in the attic floor.

The electrical system was no doubt upgraded circa 1925, as part of the renovations made to the
house after the fire of that time.

The next family to own the house, James and Margaret Ingraham, also made changes to the
electrical system. Work carried out in 1951 is documented by wiring permit no. 4062, dated 1951.
This allowed the electrician, whose name has faded, to install “additional wiring and wiring range and
water heater,” in addition to “installing fixtures.”

Existing Electrical System

The electrical system was recorded in detail by Minute Man National Historical Park Ranger
Dan Griffin sometime after the house was acquired by the federal government in 1987. Ranger Griffin
prepared annotated floor plans of the cellar, first story, second story, and attic, showing the locations of
light fixtures, receptacles, and switches. He also prepared a “Lighting Panel” diagram that identified
each switch.*

The existing electrical system is a 100-ampere service. The modern electrical panel for this
system is located in the west-wall closet of the kitchen (Room 107). The electrical meter is mounted on
the exterior west wall of the kitchen wing (i.e., the circa-1820 shed addition). The major electrical
appliances are a kitchen range (extant today) and a clothes dryer (not extant today).

3 Telephone conversation with Donna Salvey, Concord Municipal Light Company, Nov. 29, 1993. Ms.
Salvey obtained this information from the Report of the Commissioners.

* The floor plans, which are roughly to scale, are the earliest-known architectural drawings of the house.

Ranger Griffin also prepared drawings of the four exterior elevations, and a perspective drawing showing the
south and west elevations.
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JOHN MERTAM HOUSE

LIGHTING PANEL LP1

100
Elect. Dryer <1 2> Elect. Range
3 4
Family Rm Recs. 5 6 Outside Spot Lights
Family Rm,Den Recs. 7 8 Kitchen,Bath,Basement Recs.
0il Burner-Chimes 9 10 Kitchen Rec.
. R 104 Kitchen Lgts and Recs.
tside Spot Light
- 17 12 Bedrooms 20-21 Wall Lights
114 C2A Lgt.,Family Bm Lgt-Recs.

Parlor Lights
Family Bm Rees. (wall/ceil) 13 14 Storage Room
Femily Rm Lgts/Recs 15 16 Kitehen Ceiling Recs.
Basement Lgts/Rees. =~ . | Outside Lights
Living and Parlor Recs. 17 18 Parlor Recs.
Bedroom 22 Recs. 174 184 Garage Lgts-Recs.

Bath -Hzll Lights
Bedrooms 20,21,22,Recs. 19 Outside Light
Attie Lights
Second Floor Baths 194 20 -
5C2 Rec., Bedroom 21 Rec.
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Heating System

General Information

Little is known about the evolution of the heating system in the Meriam House. There is no
doubt, however, that the house was heated originally, and probably through the early 19th century, by
burning wood in the fireplaces. The latest detailed inventory of the house, dated February 8, 1804, lists
no stoves. It did, however, include the following fireplace tools: “Two pairs of andirons, two fire
shovels & tongs, [and] Bellows.”*

Wood- or coal-burning stoves may have been installed during the occupancy of Thomas and
Rose Burke (1871-1921). The Burkes' granddaughter, Alice Burke Hargrove, remembers that her
grandparents had a kitchen range in front of the fireplace in Room 104. Parlor-type stoves may also
have been in the two front rooms (Rooms 102 and 108), the rising heat from which passed through
metal grilles in the ceiling to heat the two upstairs chambers (Rooms 202 and 209).

The earliest central-heating system may have been installed by Thomas and Rose Burke's son,
Thomas J. Burke, as part of major renovations made to the house after the fire of circa 1925. Remnants
of this system suggest that it was a steam-heating system that employed radiators. The fuel source at
that time was probably coal.

The existing oil-fueled, hot-water heating system was installed by James and Margaret
Ingraham in 1951. A permit for the installation of the new system, dated April 10, 1951, was found in
the cellar during the architectural investigation. This document granted permission to do the following
work: “Install and store 275 gallon fuel oil in basement in combination with a E.A. Wood [burner or
power] furnace.”

Existing Heating Equipment

The existing heating system is the oil-fueled, hot-water system installed by the Ingrahams in
1951. It is not operational today because the water supply to the house has been disconnected.

Components include an oil storage tank in the southeast corner of the cellar, and an oil
burner/boiler made by the H.B. Smith Co., Inc., of Westfield, Mass. There is also a Honeywell
thermostaton on the north wall of Room 108. Hot-water radiators exist in the following rooms:

e Room102: five columns wide, 28 sections long

e Room 103: three columns wide, 28 sections long (Burnham)

e Room 104: three columns wide, 28 sections long (Burnham)

e Room 105: three columns wide, six sections long (Burnham)

e Room 106: three columns wide, 17 sections long (Burnham)

*> Middlesex County Probate Document #15056 (Ephraim Meriam).
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e Room 107:  four columns wide, 40 sections long (Burnham)
three columns wide, 34 sections long (Burnham)

e Room108: four columns wide, 22 sections long
four columns wide, 22 sections long

e Room202: six columns wide, 24 sections long

e Room203: four columns wide, 24 sections long

e Room 205:  six columns wide, 18 sections long

e Room208: four columns wide, 18 sections long (wall-mounted)

e Room209: four columns wide, 18 sections long
four columns wide, 18 sections long

Remnants of Early Heating Systems

All five fireplaces survive in the Meriam house. These are located in the following rooms:

west room (Room 102);

old kitchen (Room 104);

east room (Room 108);

west chamber (Room 202); and
east chamber (Room 209).

One metal floor grille, which may date to the days of heating with stoves, survives in the floor
of the east chamber (Room 209). This grille is round and 12 inches in diameter. The loose grille that
was formerly in the floor of the west chamber (Room 202) is in loose storage in the room today.

A disconnected water-storage tank is in the cellar, south of the oil burner/boiler. This was
probably the water supply for the circa-1925 steam-heating system. Holes in the floors (at the south
wall) of Rooms 108 and 209 appear to have been for earlier radiators, which were also probably part of
this system.
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Plumbing System

General Information

Clearly, a plumbing system connected to a town water supply was not introduced in the house
until sometime in the 20th century. Before that time, water was probably obtained from a well and/or
rainwater cistern. A privy would have been located somewhere outside, probably behind the house.

Alice Burke Hargrove, the granddaughter of Thomas and Rose Burke (owners 1871-1921),
remembers that a well was behind the house, near the line of the adjacent field. The well was
apparently obsoleteby then, because her mother (Ellen Burke) filled it with broken plates and other
refuse, fearing that the children would fall into it.

Mrs. Hargrove also recalls that another “well” was inside the house, at the north wall of the
north shed (Room 107), which her grandfather used to keep milk cool.

An “indoor-outdoor toilet” had been in the southeast corner of the old carriage shed, according
to Mrs. Hargrove. It was later made obsolete by an interior bathroom installed by Thomas Burke in the
second-story west room (Room 208). This may have occurred around 1903-1904, when construction
activity was taking place on nearby lots to build/remodel homes for sons Thomas J. and James.*® The
septic tank on the east side of the house was probably installed at this time. Other Burke-era plumbing
fixtures included a sink at the west wall of Room 107, and a kitchen sink at the north wall of Room
104. It is not known when the house was connected to town water.

New plumbing fixtures may have been installed in the original west bathroom circa 1925, as
part of the remodeling activity that took place after the fire of that year.

A complete overhaul of the plumbing system was carried out during the ownership of James
and Margaret Ingraham (owners 1951-1991). The sinks were removed from the two first-story rooms
(Rooms 104 and 107), and a new kitchen sink was installed in the newly remodeled north shed (Room
107). A kitchen-style sink was installed in the cellar around 1955, possibly at the same time as the
washing machine that was located next to it. A new lavatory and bathtub replaced the old fixtures in
the original west bathroom around 1958, although the old toilet appears to have been retained. Also
about this time, the west second-story room (Room 203) was remodeled as a modern bathroom with
pink plumbing fixtures. Finally, a handicapped-accessible toilet room was created for Mr. Ingraham in
one of the first-story rooms (Room 106) sometime in the 1980's.

Following the death of Mr. Ingraham in December 1991, the National Park Service
disconnected the water service to the house, and removed the water meter from the northwest corner of
the cellar.

6 Thomas J. built the “Burke House” across Old Bedford Road, and James remodeled the old East Quarter
School House as a home.
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Existing Plumbing Equipment

As explained previously, the town water supply to the house is currently disconnected, so that
the plumbing system in the house is nonfunctional. All of the plumbing fixtures have been drained of
water by the National Park Service to prevent damage due to freezing. Plumbing equipment extant
today is listed below.

Side Yard
e septic tank, on the east side of the house.
Cellar

o water supply line, northwest corner;

e Kkitchen-style, two-bowl sink with white porcelain finish, at the north wall (U.S.A. PAT.
NO. D.83246 6626. 50 x 24-1-55); and

o General Electric sump pump in a well 15 inches in diameter, at the north wall.

Room 106

o water supply and drain for a former (missing) toilet;
e water supply, drain, and lavatory cabinet (bowl and faucets missing); and
e plastic drain for a former washing machine (missing).

Room 107

e cast-iron, two-bowl kitchen sink with white porcelain finish (Kohler U.S.A. 13 5611 -42 x
21 - 1M 9 1451 N), and Delta single-arm faucet.

Room 203

e pink lavatory by American Standard,;

e pink toilet, manufactured Jan 7 - 1958;

e pink bathtub, with hand-held shower head; and
e ceramic-tile shower enclosure.

o lavatory with white porcelain finish (Made in U.S.A. 376 110 20 M64 707) and American
Standard faucet;

o toilet with white porcelain finish, made up of a Trent base and a Kohler tank and cover (K
6948 S5 88 336 8012); and

e Dbathtub with white porcelain finish, made by Kohler, with American Standard faucet and
Standard shower head and control.

Roof

o four metal pipes, protruding through the roof on the north side of the house; they ventilate
the soil pipes for the kitchen, the toilet room, and the two bathrooms.
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Fire- and Intrusion-Protection Systems

The house is protected from fire and intruders by a fire- and intrusion-protection system
installed by the National Park Service. The control panel for this system (a “Star XL 4600), with
automatic dialer, is in the east closet of Room 104. Three battery-operated, ionization-type smoke
detectors are in the cellar stairway, the front stair hall (Room 106), and the second story of the back
stair hall (Room 206). Two “Linear Passive Infrared Intrusion Detectors” are in two front rooms in the
first story (Rooms 102 and 108).

411






IV. RECOMMENDATIONS
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Introduction

The following section provides general recommendations for the treatment of the Meriam
House. It does not include a discussion of maintenance conditions and the need for repairs, since these
are provided in Appendix F, “Survey of Existing Conditions and Recommendations.” It also does not
include recommendations for the treatment of the site and its three extant outbuildings, or for adjacent
buildings such as the Burke House and the former East Quarter School House. See Appendix G for
more information on these structures.

The General Management Plan for Minute Man National Historical Park, dated September
1989, proposes restoring the exterior of the Meriam House to its appearance on April 19, 1775, and
adapting the interior for administrative use. The following is a discussion of the feasibility and
advisability of implementation of this proposal, based on the findings of the architectural investigation.
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Exterior Elements

Existing Architectural Fabric

The documentary and physical investigation found that the exterior of the Meriam House has
been considerably altered since April 19, 1775.

The general exterior appearance of the Meriam House today dates to circa 1820. This is when
the north shed and carriage shed additions were built; when the two front doorways were remodeled;
when the window openings were installed in their present configuration (with six-over-six sashes); and
when new clapboard siding was installed.

Additional alterations have been made since circa 1820. Specific features and materials dating
to several remodeling periods are listed below:

Circa 1900

¢ front doorway architrave (D-101); and
¢ relocation of the circa-1820 front door to the side doorway (D-102).

Circa 1925

roof structure (not including the north shed) and gable end walls;

north dormer;

glazed back door (D-108);

clapboards on the north elevation and the west (gable) elevation;

shingle siding on the east elevation; and

window sashes (six-over-six) in all the second-story windows (W-201 through W-212).

Circa 1950's

east two-car garage (approximately reproduces the circa-1820 carriage shed);

reproduction circa-1820 door in the front doorway (D-101);

aluminum storm doors;

casement-style windows in the east, north and west elevations (W-106, and W-111 through
W-117);

shingle siding on the north elevation of the north shed addition;

brown paint scheme;

roof vents and fan exhausts;

exterior lighting; and

southeast brick patio.

1984

e chimney, above the level of the roof (reused old bricks).
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Circa 1992

e Jouvered window sashes.

Recommendations

Restoration of the exterior of the Meriam House to its appearance in 1775 is infeasible due to
the extensive remodeling of the house circa 1820. While an exhaustive physical investigation of the
fabric of the house might provide some clues, such an approach would be destructive to the existing
circa-1820 materials. Also, it is unlikely that sufficient physical evidence could be found for the earlier
kitchen addition that was replaced by the existing 1 1/2-story kitchen addition circa 1810.

It is therefore recommended that the exterior be preserved in its existing configuration, with no
attempt made at restoration. It is also advised that all physical evidence of earlier features (such as
window openings or siding materials) be recorded when maintenance repairs are undertaken. Removal
of the existing siding, for example, may uncover framing evidence of previous openings. An
architectural conservator or historical architect should record this evidence, which could be included as
an appendix to this report.

Maintaining the house in its present form is not necessarily disruptive to the historic scene, for
the following reasons. First, the size and basic shape of that portion of the house that existed in 1775
(the front, two-story section) is unchanged. Second, the orientation of that part of the house is also
unaltered, sitting as it does on the original circa-1705 foundation walls, facing south. Third, while the
chimney was rebuilt above the level of the roof in 1984, its location is unchanged and its design is only
slightly altered. Fourth, while the existing doorways and windows are different in their details, the
openings are probably in the same approximate locations as the earlier doorways and windows.

Finally, even if the house could be restored to its appearance in 1775 with a minimum of
conjecture, it would be only one isolated artifact on a site where many buildings once stood. To
recreate the true appearance of the site on April 19, 1775, it would be necessary to determine the exact
locations of, and to then reconstruct, the following missing features:

o the Meriam House barn (and other unidentified outbuildings);

e the circa-1663 Meriam homestead and barn (and other unidentified outbuildings), on
Lexington Road;

Josiah (and later Nathan) Meriam's locksmith shop;

landscape features, including fences and walls;

the path of the original Battle Road; and

the bridge at Mill Brook.
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Interior Elements

Existing Architectural Fabric

Except for the foundation and structural frame, little architectural fabric in the Meriam House
predates circa 1810. The interior of the house today is the product of four major periods of remodeling:
circa 1810, circa 1820, circa 1925, and the 1950's. Each represents a different phase in the evolution of
the house, and therefore includes significant architectural fabric. The remodeling periods are
summarized below.

Circa 1810  The house was enlarged at this time by replacing a circa-1743 kitchen addition with a
larger, two-story kitchen addition, with a cellar and a jog on the east side.

Circa1820 A north shed addition with attached carriage shed was built at this time; exterior
doorways and windows were remodeled; new clapboard siding was installed; and the
interior rooms of the main house were renovated with new woodwork and plaster. The
existing front stairway dates from this period.

Circa1925  Extensive repairs were made following a fire in the house circa 1925. Narrow-pine
floorboards and plaster on circular-sawn lath were installed.

1950's Work done at this time may be characterized as “restoration” and modernization. Great
pains were taken to make the restoration work appear authentic, by hand-planing
woodwork, introducing salvaged building materials, and relocating existing materials
(such as doors) in the house. A modern kitchen was installed; the existing bathroom
was modernized; a new bathroom was created; and the heating and electrical systems
were upgraded.

Recommendations

It is recommended that the existing interior fabric in the Meriam House be retained when the
house is adapted for administrative use. While it is true that the 20th-century remodelings of circa 1925
and the 1950's might be considered less significant than the 19th-century work, the materials do not
disrupt the historic character of the rooms. New wood floorboards, for example, were installed in place
of (or on top of) old wood floorboards; new plaster walls replaced old plaster walls.

In some cases, misguided restoration work in the 1950's has resulted in rooms with
inappropriate “historical” appearances. Examples include the exposed brickwork in the front stair hall
(Room 102), the salvaged pine paneling in the west room (Room 102), and the paint-stripped
woodwork in the first-story rooms (Rooms 101, 102, and 108). Nevertheless, it is recommended that
the rooms be retained as they are, unless restoration to a circa 1810-1820 period is desired. This is the
only time period for which sufficient evidence remains to conduct an accurate restoration.

As with the exterior, it is advised that if and when areas are opened for repairs, that any

evidence of earlier architectural features be recorded by an architectural conservator or historical
architect. This information could be included as an appendix to this report.
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APPENDIX A.

Meriam Family Genealogy Chart
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APPENDIX B.

Ownership Summary

Note: the superscripted numbers after individuals' names in the following list
correspond to the numbers provided in Appendix A,
“Meriam Family Genealogy.”
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1666

By 1698

Ca. 1705

Meriam House Lot

Oct. 26. John Meriam's’ property holdings recorded (Book 10, p. 525)

May 8. John Meriam appears to own the east adjacent lot (size unknown) based on
description of the easterly parcel conveyed from Ball to Ball (Book 25 p. 373)

Joseph Meriam™ (no deed or probate); he marries Aug. 20, and is paying taxes by 1717

[1745 Apr. 23. Nathan Meriam® buys the east adjacent lot, with tenement house and barn, from
Jonathan Stow (Book 45, p. 345)]

1747

1782

1788

Apr. 3. Nathan Meriam® (Book 49, p. 259)
Nov. 11. Ephraim*® and Amos™® Meriam (Nathan Meriam probate, P15095)

Mar. 16. Amos to Ephraim Meriam™*® (Book 158, p. 163)

[1803 Mar. 18. Ephraim Meriam™® buys the east adjacent lot, containing four acres, from his cousin
John Meriam**? (Book 158, p. 166)]

1803

1806

1822

1834

1871

1922

1922

1951

1987

July 10. Heirs of Ephraim Meriam*'® (P15056)

William Swan marries Mary (Ephraim Meriam's widow)

Ephraim Meriam?® (William Swan dies Sept. 24, 1922—(P21994)

Feb. 12. Rufus Meriam®, from Ephraim (Book 1160, p. 21)

Apr. 29. Thomas Burke, from two of the three heirs of Rufus Meriam, Marshall
Meriam and Maria Hatch, for $2333.33 (Book 1164, p. 448). [Note: no mention in this
deed of a public auction.

Apr. 29. Thomas Burke, from the third heir, Mary Ball, an insane person (George M.
Brooks, guardian), for $1,166.67 (sold at public auction, which is advertised once a
week for three successive weeks prior to the sale in the Boston newspaper the
Massachusetts Ploughman (Book 1164, p. 450).

Thomas J. Dee

Dec. 21. Ellen T. Burke (Book 4569, p. 385)

Feb. 7. James and Margaret Ingraham (Book 7703, p. 584)

Apr. 21. National Park Service
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APPENDIX C.

Federal Population Census Records: 1790-1910
Meriam and Burke Families
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1790 (Microfilm M637-4)

Head of Family: Merriam, Eph™

1

1

2

0

Free white males of 16 years & upward, including heads of families.
Free white males under 16 years.
Free white females, including heads of families.

Slaves.

Head of Family: Merriam, Josiah

2

1

2

Free while males, 16 & up.
Free while males under 16.

Free white females.

1800 (Microfilm M34-17)

Head of Family: Ephraim Meriam, Middlesex Ma, 11 [?]

2

1

Males less than 10 years. [Ephraim Jr. & Nathan]
Male 26-45 years. [?]

Male 26-45 years. [Ephraim Sr.]

Female less than 10 years. [Mary]

Female 16-26 years. [?]

Female 26-45 years. [Mary Sr.]

Slaves.
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1810 (Microfilm M252-20, p. 146)

Head of Family: William Swan

2 Males less than 10 years. [Rufus & Marshall, 9 yrs.]
1 Male 10-16 years. [Ephraim, 15 yrs.]

1 Male 26-45 years. [William Swan]

1 Female less than 10 years. [Maria Swan, 1 yr.]

1 Female 16-26 years. [Mary, 17 yrs.]

1 Female 26-45 years. [Mary, 38 yrs.]

1820 (Microfilm M33-51, p. 356)

Head of Family: William Swan

2 Males 16-26 years. [Rufus & Marshall, 19 yrs.]
1 Male greater than 45 years. [William Swan]

1 Female 10-16 years. [Maria Swan, 11 yrs.]

1 Female 16-26 years. [Mary, 26 yrs.]

1 Female greater than 45 years. [Mary Swan, 48 yrs.]

1830 (Microfilm M19-66)

Listings only for Joseph, Darius and Tarrant P. Merriam.
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1840 (Microfilm M704-188, p. 349)

Head of Household: Rufus Meriam

1 Male 30-40 years. [Rufus]

2 Males 40-50 years. [?]

1 Female 10-15 years. [?]

1 Female 30-40 years. [Maria Swan]

1 Female 60-70 years. [Mary Meriam Swan]

1850 (Microfilm M432-323, p. 112)

Dwelling house #127
Family #163

Rufus Meriam, 50 years, male
Value of real estate is 10,000
Born in Mass.
Farmer

Susan Hosmer, 34 years, female
Born Mass.
[No profession given]

Sumner Hardy, 55 years, male

Born Mass.
[No profession given]
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1860 (Microfilm M653-511, p. 22)

Dwelling house #169
Family #177
August 9, 1860

Rufus Merriam, 59 years, male, farmer
Born Mass.
Value of real estate is 4,050
Value of personal estate is 14,000

Lill [?] Hatch, 45 years, female, domestic
Born VT

Sumner Hindy, 59 years, male, farmer
Born Mass.
Value of real estate is 50
Value of personal estate is 600

Family #178
Abigail Cook, 57 years, female, born Mass.
L.A. Ca[ ? ], 66 years, female, born Mass.
Edmund Carver, 50 years, male, farmer
Born Ireland
Value of real estate 1,000
Value of personal estate 1,000
Attended school within the year
Cannot read or write
May Carver, 35 years, female
Born Ireland
Attended school within the year
Cannot read or write
John Carver, 17 years, male, born Mass.

Joana Carver, 16 years, born Mass.

Willie Carver, 14 years, male, born Mass.
Attended school within the year

Edward Carver, 10 years, male, born Mass.
Attended school within the year
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Lucy A.C. Carver, 3 years, born Mass.

Thos. Cowley, 33 years, male, laborer
Born Ireland
Cannot read or write

Ellen Cowley, 20 years, female, domestic
Born Ireland

Edmund Carver, 50, male

1870 (Microfilm M653-625)

No listing for Rufus Meriam

1880 (Microfilm T9-538, p. 22)

Dwelling house #200
Family #230
Lexington St.

June 11, 1880

Burke, Thomas, white, male, 40 years, married, farmer
He, mother and father born in Ireland

" Rose, white, female, 39 years, wife, married, keeping house
She, mother and father born in Ireland

John, white, male, 15 years, son, farm work
Born Mass., mother and father born Ireland
Attended school within the year

Annie, white, female, 8 years, daughter, housework
Born Mass, mother and father born Ireland
Attended school

Thomas, white, male, 7 years, son
Born Mass., mother and father born Ireland
Attended school

James, white, male, 3 years, son
Born Mass, mother and father born Ireland
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1890 (records destroyed in the fire of 1921)

1900 (Microfilm T623-658, p. 65-B)

House #280
Family #309
June 25, 1900

Burke, Thomas, head, white, male, born May 1843, age 57

Married 31 years, from Ireland, immigrated 1861, in the U.S. 39 years, a farmer; can read, write
and speak English

Rose, wife, white, female, born Apr. 1842, age 58, married 31 years, mother of 5 children (4
living), from Ireland, immigrated in 1864, in the U.S. 36 years; can read, write and speak
English

John, son, white, male, born Dec. 1869, age 30, single, born Mass., farm laborer; can read, write
and speak English

Thomas, son, white, male, born Mar. 1874, age 26, single, born Mass., farm laborer; can read,
write and speak English

James, son, white, male, born Nov. 1877, age 22, single, born Mass., farm laborer; can read,
write and speak English

Annie, daughter, white, female, born June 1871, age 28, single, born Mass., teaches public
school; can read, write and speak English

1910 (Microfilm T624-595, p. 148-B)

Dwelling house #302
Family #313

Old Bedford Rd.
April 15, 1910

Burke, Thomas, head, male, white, 65 years, married 39 years, immigrated 1861, farmer, “General

Farm,” not able to read or write, owns home free (no mortgage), farm, #53 on farm schedule

Rose, wife, female, white, 65 years, 5 children, 3 living, no trade, able to read and write,
immigrated 1863

Annie W., daughter, female, 36 years, single, teacher public school
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Dwelling house #301
Family #312
Old Bedford Rd.

Burke, Thomas, head, male, white, 37 years, married 6 years, born Mass., parents born Ireland,
farmer, “General Farm,” owns farm (mortgaged), farm #52 on farm schedule.

Nellie, wife, female, white, 31 years, married 6 years, 3 children, 3 living, born Mass., parents
born Ireland, speaks English, no trade, reads and writes

Katherine A., daughter, female, white, 5 years, single, born Mass.
John H., son, male, white, 3 years, single, born Mass.
Mary A., daughter, female, white, 1 year, single, born Mass.

Casey, Jerry, servant, male, white, 39 years, single, born Mass., parents Irish, trade is farm laborer,
working on own account, reads and writes

Driscoll, John H., servant, male, white, 43 years, single, born in Ireland to Irish parents, immigrated to
U.S. in 1871, farm laborer, worked on own account, reads and writes
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APPENDIXD.

Transcripts of Interviews with
Salvatore Muscato and Alice Burke Hargrove
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Interview with Mr. Salvatore Muscato
August 4, 1993

A meeting with Mr. Salvatore Muscato took place at the Meriam House in Concord, MA. Mr.
Muscato, who was born in Concord in 1916, is a long-time neighbor. He moved to his present house
(built by the Wilson Lumber Company of Concord) at 45 Old Bedford Road in 1928.

The following is a summary of the conversation with Mr. Muscato. Brian Donahue, Historian,
was also in attendance.

e Mr. Muscato helped to pour the concrete at the base of the chimney in the cellar (the chimney
was collapsing).

e He also repaired and painted the ceiling in the present kitchen.

e He provided and planted many of the evergreen trees on the property.

e The Burkes' barn was across the road (Old Bedford Road); it was completely rebuilt around
1944, according to Gerard Burke, and was demolished when the family stopped farming. This
smaller barn was similar in style to the existing garage next to the Burke House (across from the
Meriam House). Thomas, Jr., also had a barn, on the lot north of the Meriam House.

e The Ingrahams had no children.

e Mr. Ingraham had lots of work done on the house; Mr. Muscato does not remember the names
of any of the contractors.

e The existing modern garage replaced an old carriage shed, which was in poor repair.

e He does not remember that the Ingrahams had an antique shop in the house. He does
remember, however, that they stored antique furniture in the larger two of the three
outbuildings, and that they often went antique-hunting on weekends.

e He seems to think that the Burke family made few alterations to the house, and does not recall
that Thomas Burke was a dairy farmer.

¢ He does not believe that Mr. Ingraham built the present kitchen shed.

e The Burke family may have photographs of the house; try contacting Gerard Burke or his sister,
Alice Burke Hargrove.

¢ Regarding the Burke barn built in the 1940's, he says it was similar in appearance to the existing
Burke garage across the street, and may have been built about the same time [note: tax records
indicate the barn and garage were both built in 1940-1941]. It had a gable roof, with the gable
end facing the street. A hole in the ground, in back of the former barn, was the Burkes'
unsuccessful attempt to create an ice pond.
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Interview with Alice Burke Hargrove
August 17,1993

Alice Burke Hargrove, who lives down the street from the Meriam House on Old Bedford Road
in Concord, grew up in the Burke House. She is the daughter of Thomas J. and Ellen Burke (deceased),
and the granddaughter of Thomas and Rose Burke (also deceased). Alice Burke was born in 1909.

Mrs. Hargrove walked through the Meriam House with Barbara Yocum, Architectural
Conservator with the National Park Service, on August 17, 1993. She described what the house looked
like when her grandparents lived there (both died in 1921). She also said that the house was rented to
five families after her grandparents died:

Curtains
Willard
Marks
Uhler
DeCost

ARl A

She recalled that it was during the tenancy of the fourth family, the Uhlers, that a fireplace fire
occurred.t

Mrs. Hargrove seems to have a remarkably good memory for dates and events. Her

recollections of the house are therefore extremely valuable. The following is a summary of Mrs.
Hargrove's comments and memories of the house and property.

Room 101 (Stair Hall)

The appearance of the stairs is unchanged, but the back brick wall was not exposed (it was
plastered). She thinks the paneling may have been installed by Mr. Ingraham.

Room 102 (Southwest Room)

This room was the dining room. The fireplace was plastered, except for the fireplace opening
that had a painted fireboard. A “heatolator” (grille) was in the ceiling, which may have been plastered.
Her grandmother kept spices in the closet at the north wall. She does not remember the doorway in the
east wall that opens to under the stairs. She thinks the wood paneling was installed by Mr. Ingraham.

! Subsequent research in the Concord Free Public Library identified the following tenants (as found in a listing
of the “Residents of Concord, 1921-51": Euhler (1925); Willard (1928); Marks (1929-31); Waters (1933); Dole
(1934-47); and DeCoste (1949-51). Although the “Curtains” family was not found listed on Old Bedford Road
for these years, neighbor Salvatore Muscato also remembers that Dan Curtains, the Concord Chief of Police, lived
in the house at one time.
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Room 103 (Northwest Room)

This room was used as the “small dining room.”

Room 104 (North Room)

This was the kitchen during her grandparents' day, and when the house was leased to tenants
(1921-1950). The fireplace was closed in, except for the door to the bake oven (which her grandfather
told stories about), and the kitchen range was located here. A thin wall, which was removed when the
house was leased, divided the kitchen. The sink was at the north wall, where the radiator is today, and a
cabinet was to the east of it (where a window is today). Mr. Ingraham installed all the present windows
in the north wall. The corner cabinet, however, existed (except for the top doors which have been
changed).

Room 105 (Southeast Room)

The stairway was there, as was an exterior doorway. She does not remember the east closet,
however. A dent was on the exterior side of the outside door, which her grandfather said was made by
a bullet.

Room 106 (East Room)

This was a pantry, which opened off Room 105. There was no doorway in the north wall, and
no window in the east wall.

Room 107 (North Room)

This room was converted to a kitchen by the Ingrahams. It had been a shed during her
grandparents' day. A sink was at the south end of the west wall, and a well was at the north wall. The
well was used by her grandfather to keep milk cool. She thinks the wood paneling was probably
installed by the Ingrahams.

Room 108 (Southeast Room)

This was the formal parlor, that the children were not allowed to play in. The piano was in the
northeast corner, and sheet music was kept in the east closet (existing). The room was also decorated
with a stuffed fox on a pedestal. The fireplace was open, but the brickwork was not exposed as it is
today.
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Room 109 (Garage/Carriage Shed)

This shed was used to store carriages when her grandparents lived here. An “indoor-outdoor
toilet” was in the southeast corner, which was later made obsolete by an interior bathroom installed by
her grandfather in the second story (Room 208). The floor of the carriage shed was not concrete as it is
today (she thinks it may have been dirt). She does not remember seeing the old shed demolished by the
Ingrahams to make a new garage.

Room 202 (Southwest Room)

This was Aunt Annie's bedroom. Aunt Annie worked as a school teacher. The room had a
“heatolator” in the floor, which was open to the room below (missing today). Otherwise, the room
appears to be little changed. A beautiful painted fireboard was in the fireplace opening.

Rooms 203-204 (Northwest Rooms)

The two rooms were one room, occupied by the “hired girls.” Help was needed around the
house when her grandmother, Rose, was older. The bathroom and hall were added by the Ingrahams.

Room 205 (North Room)

This room was a “blind attic” with no dormer, windows or closets. It was used for storage of
furniture & ¢. The dormer windows and two closets were installed by her father when the house was
leased to tenants. The room was used in later years as the Ingraham's bedroom.

Room 206a (Attic Entrance)

She was never in the attic, and does not remember the attic entrance.

Room 208 (East Room)

This bathroom was installed by her grandfather. Before then, an “inside-outside” toilet was
located in the carriage shed, in the front southeast corner.

Room 209 (Southeast Room)

This was her grandparents' bedroom, and the Ingrahams'’ early bedroom. The fireplace here also
had a beautiful painted fireboard.
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The Old Barn and Well

She was once told that the “old barn” stood on the north adjacent lot, although she has no
memory of it. An old well was also located to the north of the house, which her mother filled in with
old plates and other refuse, because she was afraid that the children would fall into it. She recalls telling
her mother that some day an “archaeologist” would excavate the old well and study everything she had
thrown out. It was bordered by a “few stones” that may still be visible.

Burke Barn

Her grandfather's barn was located across the road (Old Bedford Road) from the house.

Southeast Patio

The brick patio on the southeast side of the house was installed by the Ingrahams.

Gardens

The Ingrahams had beautiful gardens when they owned the house.

Burke House
The Burke House, across the street from the Meriam House, was built by her father in 1903.

She grew up in the house. She has a brother, Gerard, who also lives on Old Bedford Road. Her older
sister, who was the family historian, died recently.

The Ingrahams

Both Mr. and Mrs. Ingraham were quite ill in later years, and the house was allowed to
deteriorate. They had large dogs, and later cats.

Photographs

Mrs. Hargrove was asked if she had any photographs that show the house. She said there might
be some that show the outside, but they may be difficult to find.
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Conversation with Alice Burke Hargrove
September 21, 1993

Alice Burke Hargrove stopped by the Meriam House on September 21 and spoke with Barbara
Yocum, NPS Architectural Conservator. Mrs. Hargrove had with her four black and white
photographs, three of which she gave to Ms. Yocum (numbers 2, 3 and 4 below). The photographs are
copies of original photographs dated circa 1900-1910. The four photographs show the following:

e Mrs. Hargrove's grandparents, Thomas and Rose Burke, seated in a carriage;

e Mrs. Hargrove's father, Thomas J. Burke, seated in a horse-driven carriage, with the
Meriam-Burke house in the background;

e Mrs. Hargrove's grandfather, Thomas Burke, standing on a stone in front of the Meriam-
Burke house; and

e arare back view of the Meriam-Burke House dated circa 1910, based on the ages of the two
young girls (Alice Burke and her sister Mary) in the foreground.

Mrs. Hargrove recalled that the stone wall on Old Bedford Road was partially disassembled in
1903 when her father built the house across the street; he used the stones in the foundation. Some
stones were also used as part of the Lexington Rd. improvement project, the date of which she cannot
remember.

When asked if she remembered if the exterior of the house had always been painted brown, she
said no, that the Ingrahams had used that color. She remembers two different colors: “yellow” and

“gray.”

Barbara Yocum
Sept. 22, 1993

446



APPENDIXE.

Paint Analysis

447






Introduction

Objectives

The paint analysis at the Meriam House had three objectives. The first was to determine how
various architectural elements had been finished during the historic 1775 period. The second was to
identify the historic locations of architectural elements—such as doors—that had been relocated during
later remodelings. The third was to date approximately architectural elements by comparing the paint
layers.

Methodology

Small samples of paint were extracted at the site using an X-Acto knife fitted with a number-18
blade. A total of 289 samples were taken from the exterior and interior of the house and placed in
individually labeled envelopes, and their locations were recorded on site drawings. These samples were
then transported to the Cultural Resources Center in Lowell, where they were assigned log numbers and
examined under the microscope.

The log numbers assigned to the paint samples were derived from the Integrated Research
Organization System (IROS). This system provides a four-part code for each sample that identifies not
only the sample but also the park and the structure from which it came. The first paint sample taken at
the Meriam House, for example, was assigned log number “MIMA 04 P001.” “MIMA” signifies
Minute Man National Historical Park; “04” is the park's number for the Meriam House; the letter “P”
signifies that the sample is a paint sample; and the number “01” denotes that it was the first sample
taken. The short form of the four-part code—i.e., “P001”—is used on the site drawings.

After labeling, each paint sample was examined in cross section with a binocular microscope at
10 to 70 times magnification. The microscope used was a Bausch and Lomb “Stereozoom 7.” Certain
characteristics of each paint sample were noted and recorded, such a paint-layer colors and numbers
(chromochronologies) and paint types. Paints containing lead were identified by a spot chemical test
using a solution of sodium sulfide and water. Paints composed of calcium carbonate (CaCO3)—such
as kalsomine and whitewash—were identified by a spot test using diluted hydrochloric acid. After
viewing all the samples, those that were determined to be the best preserved and most representative
were permanently mounted in wax-filled petri dishes.

Conclusions
The paint sample locations and individual chromochronologies for each paint sample are

presented on the following pages. A written interpretation of the paint analysis results may be found in
Chapter Il under the subsection entitled “Painted Finishes.”
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Exterior Paint Sample Locations and Chromochronologies

Exterior Paint Samples

Sample Substrate

Number Location Ca. Date
P001 Riven clapboards, south facade 1820
P002 Riven clapboards, kitchen wing west side,

second story

P003 Sawn clapboards, north dormer 1925

P004 Riven clapboards, covered by north kitchen addition 1810
(Room 207)

P005 Wood shingles, east side of main house, first story

P006 Wood shingles, east side of main house, second story

P007 Front doorway architrave 1900

PO08 Side doorway architrave

P009 South window architrave, second story (at Room 202)

PO10 East window architrave, second story (at Room 209)

PO11 North window architrave, second-story dormer 1925
(at Room 205)

P012 East window architrave, first story (at Room 108)

PO13 South window architrave, second story (at Room 201)

P014 Corner board, at north second-story dormer 1925

PO15 East cornice board, at Room 208

P016 Cornice board, east side of north dormer 1925

PO17 Cornice board, east side of main house

PO18 South cornice of east garage wing 1952
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Sample
Number

PO19
P020

P021

P022

P023

P024
P025
P026
pP027
P028
P029
PO30
PO31
p281

p282

Substrate
Location

Cornice at west side of main house (lower board)
Cornice at west side of main house (upper board)

Loose window sash (formerly in the attic story,
east side)

Window sash, first story, east side of main house
(Room 108)

Window sash, second story, east side of main house
(Room 209)

Front door (to Room 101)

Side door (to Room 105)

Back kitchen door (to Room 107)

Sawn clapboard siding, east garage wing

Ditto P027

Cornice covered by kitchen addition (now Room 207)
Window architrave, east garage wing

Southeast corner board, east garage wing

Wood shingle, east side of main house at Room 208

Wood shingles, east side of main house
(raised roof portion)
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Interior Paint Sample Locations and Chromochronologies

Interior Paint Samples: Room 101

Sample Substrate

Number Location

P032 Baseboard at stairway,
east and north walls

PO33 West side of steps at first
floor level

P034 Stair risers (paint remnants)

P035 Front (exterior) door

P036 Board-and-batten door, west

doorway to Room 102

PO37 Wide floorboards

P038 Threshold at east doorway

PO39 North brick wall under stairs

P040 Wide board paneling under stairs,
east wall

P041 Thick trim board under stairs at

east wall (at first riser)
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Interior Paint Samples: Room 102

Sample
Number

P042

P043

P044

P045
P046
P047
P048

P049

PO50

PO51

P052

P053
P054

P055

Substrate
Location

Chimney girt, upper portion near ceiling
(paint remnants)

Chimney girt, lower portion (paint remnants)

Dutchman at bottom surface of chimney girt,
near doorway to Room 101

Ceiling joist at edge bevel (paint remnants)
Window sash, west wall, north-side window
Brickwork at fireplace opening (paint remnants)
East two-panel door to area under stairs, room side

East two-panel door to area under stairs,
interior side (paint remnants)

North two-panel closet door, room side
(paint remnants)

North two-panel closet door, closet side
(paint remnants)

North two-panel closet door, old reused hinges
(paint remnants)

Ditto P052
North closet interior, back vertical boards

North closet interior, wood shelves
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Interior Paint Samples: Room 103

Sample
Number

P056

PO57
PO58
PO59

PO60

PO61

P062

PO63
PO64
PO65
PO66
PO67
PO68

PO69

Substrate
Location

Four-panel door, east
doorway to Room 104

East doorway architrave
Wainscot at south wall
Wainscot at east wall

Wainscot top molding at
east wall

Vertical board paneling
south wall (lower)

Vertical board paneling at
south wall (upper)

Cased post, northwest corner
Cased girt, north wall
Window stop, west window
Window jamb, west window
Window stool, west window
Window sash, west window

Window jamb, north window
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Interior Paint Samples: Room 104 (\West Side)

Sample
Number
P0O70
PO71

PO72

PO73

PO74

PO75

PO76

PO77

PO78
PO79

PO80

P081

P082

PO83

P084

P085

Substrate
Location

Cased girt at west wall (above
existing plaster ceiling)

Cased girt at west wall (below
existing plaster ceiling)

Four-panel door, west doorway
to Room 103

West doorway architrave

Doorway jamb, south doorway
to Room 102

Doorway architrave, south
doorway to Room 102

Corner cabinet door, room side

Corner cabinet door, interior
cabinet side

Corner cabinet, exterior southwest side
Wainscot at west wall, southwest corner

Wainscot at west wall, inside
corner cabinet

Wainscot at west wall, between corner
cabinet and doorway to Room 103

Wainscot at south wall, at
shadow of former partition wall

Fireplace mantel, wide board between
top shelf and fireplace opening

Fireplace mantel shelf

Fireplace mantel, wood infill
piece below shelf
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Ca. Date
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1810

1810

1810

1810
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Sample
Number

PO86

pP087

P088

PO89

P090

P091

P092

P093

P094

P283

p284

P285

Substrate
Location

Fireplace mantel, wood infill
block on west side

West plaster wall, between
corner cabinet and doorway
to Room 103

South plaster wall, above
fireplace mantel

Plaster wall at southwest
corner

South plaster wall, west of
former partition

South plaster wall, at shadow
of former partition

North (middle) window, center
stile

North (middle) window sash

Enclosure for radiator pipes
at north wall

Cased north post (near corner
cabinet)

Door jamb, doorway to west
Room 103

Plaster ceiling at the west
wall
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Ca. Date

1925

1810

1925

1810

1810

1810

1951
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1951
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Interior Paint Samples: Room 104 (East Side)

Sample

Number

P095

P096

P0O97

P098

P099

P100

P101

P102

P103

P104

P105

P106

P107

Substrate
Location

Wainscot at south wall, to
east side of former partition

Wainscot at south wall, east
of doorway to Room 108

East closet door (lower),
room side

East closet door, interior
closet side

Door jamb, south doorway to
Room 108

Doorway architrave, south
doorway to Room 108

Doorway architrave, north
doorway to Room 107

Jamb, north doorway to
Room 107

Four-panel door, north doorway
to Room 107

Cased girt at the east wall
(side panel)

Cased girt, mid room, east side
panel (formerly covered by a
partition wall)

South plaster wall, east of the
former partition

Plaster ceiling at the east
wall
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Ca. Date

1810

1810

1810

1810

1810

1810

1820

1820

1820

1810

1951

1951

1951
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Interior Paint Samples: Room 105

Sample
Number

P108

P109
P110

P111

P112

P113

P114

P115

P116

P117

P118

P119

P120

P121

P122

Substrate
Location

Architrave, south exterior
doorway

South 6-panel (exterior) door
Wainscot at south wall

Wide wood panel, west of
south exterior doorway

Cased post, west of south
exterior doorway

Cased girt, above south
exterior doorway

Architrave, north doorway
to Room 106

Four-panel door, north doorway

to Room 106

North door, at shadow of
missing Suffolk latch

Wide board paneling at north
wall, between stairway and
north doorway

Tongue-and-groove paneling,
east wall of stairway

Stair riser

Stairway railing, west wall of
stairway

Stairway shelf at second story
level, east wall

East closet door
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Ca. Date

1820

1820
1810

1951

1810

1810

1810

1810

1810

1810

1925

1925

1970

1925

1951



Sample Substrate

Number Location Ca. Date

P123 Tongue-and-groove paneling, 1951
east closet partition wall

P124 South plaster wall 1951

P125 Plaster ceiling at the stairway 1810
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Interior Paint Samples: Room 106

Sample
Number
P130

P131

P132

P133

P134

Substrate
Location

Four-panel door, south doorway
to Room 105

Paneling at west wall, northwest
corner

Plaster ceiling at west wall

Two-panel door, doorway
to Room 107

East window sash
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Ca. Date

1810

1810

1810

?

1951
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Interior Paint Samples: Room 107

Sample
Number
P135
P136
P137

P138

P139

Substrate
Location

Two-panel door, south doorway
to Room 106

Four-panel door, south doorway
to cellar (cellar side)

Four-panel door, south doorway
to Room 104

Glazed two-panel door, exterior
doorway

North window sash
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Ca. Date

?

1820

1810

1925

1951
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Interior Paint Samples: Room 108

Sample

Number

P140

P141

P142

P143

P144

P145

P146

P147

P148

P149

P150

P151

P152

P153

Substrate
Location

Window seat, southeast window,
south wall

Window architrave, southeast
window, south wall

Window sash, southeast window,
south wall

Window jamb, southeast window,
south wall

Window stop, southeast window,
south wall

Window stool, southeast window,
south wall

Window apron, southeast window,
south wall (above seat)

Window panel, southeast window,
south wall (below seat)

Baseboard at southeast window,
south wall

Baseboard between windows at
the south wall (plain high
baseboard, behind lower baseboard)

Baseboard between windows at
the south wall (low baseboard)

East closet door, interior
closet side

East closet interior, cased
girt

East closet interior, shelf

491

Ca. Date

1820

1820

1820

1820

1951

1951

1951

1820

1820

1820 (?)

1820

1810

1925 (?)

1810



Sample
Number

P154

P155

P156

P157

P158

P159
P160
P161

P162

P163
P164
P165

P166

P167
P168
P169
P170

P171

P172

Substrate
Location

East closet interior, east
plaster wall

Architrave, west doorway to
Room 101

Jamb, west doorway at former
hinge mortises

Fireplace mantel shelf

Fireplace mantel, south
side (wide panel)

Fireplace mantel, south side (molding)
Cased summer beam
Baseboard at north wall

North closet door, interior
closet side

North closet, interior shelf
South plaster wall, between windows
North plaster wall

North closet interior, north
plaster wall

Plaster ceiling

Chimney girt, paint remnants
Floorboards, middle of room
Floorboards, at south wall

East closet interior, remnant
of horizontal paneling

Vertical paneling at west wall,
between doorway and fireplace
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Ca. Date

1810

1820

1820

1925 (?)

1820

1951
1810
1925

1810

1810
1810
1925

1810

1925
1810
1925
1925

1705

1705
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Interior Paint Samples: Room 201

Sample
Number

P173
P174
P175

P176

P177

P178

P179

P180

P181

P182

Substrate
Location

Window sash, south wall
Window architrave, south wall
Cased girt, south wall

Four-panel door, west doorway
to Room 202

Architrave, west doorway to
Room 202

Architrave, east doorway to
Room 209

Four-panel door, east doorway to
Room 202

Baseboard at south wall

Newel post and balusters,
paint remnants

Wide floorboards, paint remnants
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Ca. Date
1925
1820
1820

1820

1820

1820

1820

1820

1820

1820
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Interior Paint Samples: Room 202

Sample Substrate

Number Location

P183 Toe molding at baseboard, south
wall

P184 Four-panel door, east closet
doorway

P185 Architrave, east closet doorway

P186 Window sash, west window (north
side)

P187 Cased post, southwest corner

P188 Window architrave, west window
(north side)

P189 Baseboard, north wall

P190 Cased girt, west wall

P191 Cased summer beam

P192 Four-panel door, east doorway
to Room 201

P193 Architrave, east doorway
to Room 201

P194 Four-panel door, north doorway
to Room 204

P195 Norfolk latch, four-panel door,
north doorway to Room 204

P196 Architrave, north doorway
to Room 204

P197 Baseboard at west wall

P198 Fireplace mantel, molding at
opening
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Ca. Date

1951

1925

1925

1925

1925

1820

1810
1810
810

1820

1820

1820

1820

1820

1820

1820



Sample
Number

P199

P200
P201
P202

P286

p287

Substrate
Location

Fireplace mantel, flat field at
opening

Fireplace mantel shelf
Fireplace mantel, pilaster shaft
Ceiling joist in attic

East plaster wall, adjacent to
fireplace mantel

North plaster wall, near doorway
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Ca. Date

1820

1820

1820

1810

1925
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Interior Paint Samples: Room 203

Sample
Number

P203
P204
P205
P206

P207

Substrate
Location

Baseboard at west wall
West window architrave
West window sash
West plaster wall

Four-panel door, east doorway
to Room 204
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Ca. Date
1820
1820
1925
1951 (?)

1810
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Interior Paint Samples: Room 204

Sample Substrate

Number Location

P208 Architrave, east doorway
to Room 205

P209 Baseboard at east wall

P210 Baseboard in north closet,
at west wall

pP211 Baseboard in north closet,

at north wall (west of post)

p212 Baseboard in north closet,
at north wall (east of post)

P213 Cased post at north wall, north
closet interior

P214 Four-panel door, south doorway
to Room 202

P215 Architrave, south doorway to
Room 202

P216 Two-panel door, north closet
doorway

pP217 Tongue-and-groove paneling,
west wall

p218 Four-panel door, east doorway
to Room 205

P219 Four-panel door, west doorway
to Room 203
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Ca. Date

1925

1925

1925

1820

1820

1820

1820

1820

1958

1871

1810
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Interior Paint Samples: Room 205

Sample
Number

P220
p221

p222

p223

p224

P225

P226

p227

p228

P229

P230

P231

p232

P233

P234

P235

Substrate
Location

Architrave, northwest window
Window sash, northwest window

Baseboard, north wall, west
corner

Architrave, west doorway to
Room 204

Architrave, east doorway to
Room 206

Two-panel door, east doorway to
Room 206

Toe molding at baseboard

Architrave, southwest closet
doorway

Architrave, southeast closet
doorway

Four-panel door, west doorway to
to Room 204

Four-panel door, room side,
southwest closet doorway

Four-panel door, closet side,
southwest closet doorway

Four-panel door, room side,
southeast closet doorway

Four-panel door, closet side,
southeast closet doorway

South plaster wall

Plaster ceiling
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Ca. Date
1925
1925

1925

1925

1925

1925

1925

1958

1958

1871

1810

1810

1810

1810

1925

1925
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Interior Paint Samples: Room 206

Sample

Number

P236

p237

P238

P239

P240

p241

p242

P243

p244

P245

P246

P247

P248

Substrate
Location

Mirrored door, west doorway
to Room 205

Architrave, west doorway to
Room 205

Four-panel door, south doorway
to Room 209

Architrave, south doorway to
Room 209

Tongue-and-groove door, east
doorway to Room 208

Architrave, east doorway to
Room 208

Tongue-and-groove door, east
doorway to attic closet

Baseboard at west wall, north of
doorway

Low partition wall (tongue-and-
groove) at stairway

Tongue-and-groove paneling at
head of stairway (partition
wall of the attic closet)

West plaster wall, south of
doorway

Plaster ceiling

Wide floorboards, inside attic
closet
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Ca. Date

1925

1925

1925

1925

1925

1925

1925

1925

1925

1925

1925

1925

1810
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Interior Paint Samples: Room 207

Sample Substrate

Number Location Ca. Date
P004 Riven clapboards at south wall 1810
P029 Cornice board at south wall 1810
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Interior Paint Samples: Room 208

Sample
Number

P249
P250
P251
P252
P253
P254
P255

P256

pP257
P258

p288

Substrate
Location

Baseboard, east wall
Window apron, east window
Cased girt, north wall

Cased post, northeast corner
Baseboard, north wall
Window sash, east window
Architrave, east window

Wide floorboards, southwest
corner (inside cabinet)

East plaster wall
Plaster ceiling

Tongue-and-groove door,
west doorway to Room 206
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Ca. Date
1810
1810
1925
1810
1925
1925
1925

1810

1925
1925

1925
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Interior Paint Samples: Room 209

Sample
Number

P259

P260
P261
P262

P263

P264

P265

P266

P267

P268

P269

P270

P271

p272

p273
p274

P275

Substrate
Location

Four-panel door, west doorway
to Room 201

Architrave, east window
Cased post, northeast corner
Architrave, west closet

Architrave, west doorway to
Room 201

Fireplace mantel, molding at
opening

Fireplace mantel, shelf

Two-panel door, west closet,
room side

Baseboard, west wall

Two-panel door, west closet,
closet side

Cased post, southeast corner,
beneath toe molding at floor

Toe molding at cased post,
southeast corner

Window sash, southwest window

Cased girt at south wall, near
southeast corner

East plaster wall
Plaster ceiling at south wall

Ceiling joist (attic)
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Ca. Date

1820

1820
1820
1820

1820

1820

1820

1820

1820

1820

1820

1925

1925

1925
1925

1705



Sample
Number

P276

p277

p278

P279

P280

Substrate
Location

Baseboard patch, north wall

Four-panel door, north doorway
to Room 206

Architrave, north doorway to
Room 206

Cased girt, north wall

Window sash, east window
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Ca. Date
1925

1925

1925

1925

1925
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APPENDIX F.

Survey of Existing Conditions and Recommendations
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Introduction

As part of the rehabilitation and adaptive use planned for the Meriam House, construction
documents shall be prepared to direct the project. This will require a thorough analysis of existing
conditions to identify location, quantity, and specific repair/conservation work required. To avoid
unnecessary duplication of efforts, it is the intention of this appendix of the historic structure report to
present an overall analysis of the building's pathology and specific recommendations for treatment
without detailed quantification of the work required. The analysis is subdivided into the following
categories of building components: masonry foundation walls, chimney structure, structural framing,
exterior wall cladding. roofing materials, exterior window frames and sashes, exterior doors, interior
finishes, and electrical, plumbing, and HVAC systems. In addition, recommendations to provide
accessibility to the physically handicapped are presented.

Since it is the recommendation of this HSR to remove the three small outbuildings on the
Meriam House lot, a condition assessment of these will not be made.

Exterior Elements

Foundation Walls

The rubble fieldstone foundation walls visible from the cellar are pointed with different mortars
reflecting repointing and repair work done at different ties. The structural integrity of the masonry is
intact, notwithstanding many cracked and eroded mortar joints. It is recommended that the south and
east walls be repointed using a type “N” mortar after all defective joints are carefully prepared.
Preparation includes removal of all loose, friable, and cracked mortar to a minimum depth of twice the
joint width. The color and final tooling of the new pointing work shall match existing pointing from the
desired period of replication. The other walls in the cellar are not in direct contact with exterior grade,
so that infiltration of water is not a problem. These walls shall not be repointed, except for joints having
complete mortar loss.

The cast-in-place concrete retaining wall protruding into the cellar along the perimeter of the
floor, against the stone foundation walls, is in sound condition. Similarly, the concrete bulkhead walls
and the concrete cellar floor slab are in good condition.

In the early spring of 1993, the cellar was flooded with nearly a foot of water. After the
existing sump pump was set up in the northeast corner of the cellar, the incoming water was kept under
control. Improvements in the site grading, installation of new bulkhead doors, and complete repointing
of the interior faces of the masonry foundation walls are recommended to slow the intrusion of
saturated ground water caused by melting snow and seasonal rains.

Stone foundation walls surrounding unexcavated crawl spaces are not easily accessible from
within the structure unless flooring is removed. From the exterior, most of these foundation walls are
concealed by the high finish grades adjacent to the house. It is recommended that these walls be
exposed to the greatest extent possible in order to repoint the joints. If the cultural landscape plan does
not recommend altering the grades in the immediate vicinity of the house, then partial
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excavation should be undertaken to exposed the walls to at least one foot below the elevation of the
crawl space floor grade. After the masonry walls are repointed and stabilized, the excavation should be
backfilled with the same material. Archeological monitoring must accompany the excavation operation.

If flooring is removed from the first floor over unexcavated areas to accompany structural
framing reinforcement, then this access should be taken advantage of to repoint the interior faces of the
foundation walls.

The stone foundation supporting the central chimney mass is visible on the excavated cellar
(east) side, and partially exposed on the south side; however, the north and west walls are within the
crawl spaces under the first floor. This foundation, where visible, is in stable condition, requiring only
repointing of joints void of mortar.

The garage foundation walls and floor slab are cast-in-place concrete and are in good condition.
No remedial work is required.

Wall Cladding

The exterior of the house frame is covered with 1-inch nominal board sheathing, which in turn
is mostly clad with clapboards. The only exceptions are the east gable end of the main house, the east
gable end of the east entry wing [i.e., kitchen addition], and the shed addition (north side of main
house), which are clad with wood shingles. Many of the clapboards on the south and west elevations of
the main house date to the 1820 remodeling of the house, and a reasonable attempt should be made to
conserve these in their original locations. Otherwise, clapboards of late vintage that are split and
unserviceable should be replaced. A decision must be made concerning the type of butt joint and the
type of nail to be used for replacement clapboards. This will depend on the restoration date for the
building exterior. There is also a heavy paint buildup (including layers of lead-based paint) on much of
the clapboarding and trim, which should be carefully removed before repainting. Open splits in the
early clapboards can be filled with epoxy filler after the paint has been removed.

Those exterior walls that are currently shingled must be evaluated on the basis of whether this
type of siding falls within the restoration period. It appears that the shingles on the east wall of the main
house may have been nailed directly over existing clapboards. This may also be true of the shingles on
the east wall of the east entry wing [kitchen addition]. If it is determined that all wall shingles should
remain, then replacement of rotted, split, and missing shingles will be necessary. Most of the shingle
deterioration is at the bottom course, in contact with grade or pavement.

The exterior trim pieces on the building are from various periods of construction. The corner
boards, cornices, rakes, and water tables consist of plain board trim, and their condition varies
depending on exposure and location. Areas of rot are confined to the bottom ends of corner boards
where they are in close contact with the ground. Affected areas of trim should be removed and new
pieces of trim spliced in with bevel joints to exclude water entry. Similarly, most of the water table
boards have direct or close ground contact and will require replacement. Extensive rot at the northwest
corner of the shed addition has been recently repaired by the park's maintenance staff, and
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will require further repair and replacement of rotted sheathing and structural framing members in this
area. The front eaves of the main two-story house has an overhang with fascia and soffit board trim
under the drip course of roof shingles. Repair or replacement in kind are recommended for both south
and north eaves if rot is found. The exterior doorway casings shall be inspected for rot and repaired as
required. The lower sections of jamb trim as well as doorway sills show signs of deterioration due to
fungal rot.

The addition of gutters to all the eaves on the house should be seriously considered, to prolong
the life of clapboards and tim near the foundations. Early photographs indicate that there was a gutter
and two downspouts on the front of the house. Downspouts should tie into underground drainage pipes
leading to dry wells placed some distance from the house foundations.

Exterior Doorways

Front Doorway

This doorway, in the south elevation of the two-story main house, is in good condition. It does
exhibit superficial weathering of exterior surfaces, however, and minor repairs are required.

Side Doorway

This doorway, in the south wall of the east entry [kitchen addition], is also in good condition;
also displays superficial weathering of exterior surfaces; and also requires minor repairs.

Back Doorway

This doorway, in the shed addition, has a door in poor condition. A replacement door should be
considered for this location.

Carriage-Shed Doorways

The reproduction doors in these south-facing doorways exhibit minor rot at the bottom of their
vertical boards. They should be treated with epoxy consolidant and filler.

Garage Doors

The overhead doors in these north-facing doorways show minor rot at the bottom of their
vertical boards. Evaluate the need to retain these doors; if they are to remain, repair them by
replacement in kind of affected boards.

Bulkhead Doors

None remain. New doors should be designed and installed based on any remaining physical
evidence.
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Window Frames and Sashes

In general, the house has three types of exterior window casings or frames of varying ages. The
condition of the exterior window frames ranges from partially rotted to sound condition. The
techniques used to conserve and repair each unit depends on the condition, and may range from
replacement in kind of severely rotted components, to dutchman-type repair and epoxy consolidation
for minor deterioration. Repairs to the oldest frames (ca. 1820) should favor treatments that leave the
maximum amount of early material intact.

The condition of the sashes also varies depending on age and exposure. In general, those dating
from the 1820 remodeling should receive careful and sympathetic repairs such as dutchmen and epoxy
consolidation. Treatment of modern (20th-century) sashes should be evaluated based on economic
factors—i.e., is it more cost-effective to replace entire units with standard replacement sashes, or to
perform labor-intensive conservation repair techniques?

Roofing Materials

Existing asphalt roof shingles and rolled roofing should be replaced either in kind, or with wood
shingles, depending upon the determination of restoration period. Any rotted roof sheathing shall be
replaced in kind before reroofing. Currently, the south-facing roof surfaces are in the worst condition.
There is evidence of past leaking around the north dormer walls. When reroofing is done, all associated
flashings should be replaced.

Chimney Structure

The brick masonry central chimney structure is currently stable but requires work in specific
areas to ensure its future stability. There are two voids behind the three fireboxes on the first story that
are accessible from an opening at the south face of the chimney under the front stairway. The
northernmost void is behind the flue for the kitchen firebox and adjacent to the flue from the east room
firebox. This void or chamber extends up through the second story without an outlet. The walls are
well blackened with creosote and there are two wood horizontal members bearing on and spanning
between two opposite walls of the chamber. Within this space are loose bricks that can be easily pulled
out from the walls separating it from the two adjacent flues. There are also significant cracks in the
masonry that should be filled with appropriate soft mortar. Further study is needed to determine if this
is a smoke chamber before remedial work proceeds.

Within the five individual brick flues of the central chimney stack (one for each fireplace) are
sections that have angled walls accomplished by stepping the brick courses. These angled walls are
littered with mortar droppings from the recent rebuilding of the chimney stack above the roof. This
mortar is not well adhered, and it should be carefully removed using long-handled tools from the
chimney top or from the fireplace throats—whichever provides the best access.

The chimney stack exposed within the attic space has been parged with mortar that is cracked in
several places but generally well adhered. It is recommended that no work we done on this part of the
chimney stack unless the adhesion of the parging mortar fails. Lost parging and pointing mortar should
be replaced with type “0” lime mortar formulated with sand matching the existing.
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The chimney stack above the roof was rebuilt in 1984 using old bricks, many of which are
presumably from the earlier chimney. The bricks vary in dimension, and wide mortar joints were
employed to level the resulting uneven brick courses. The brick flue partitions are heavily and roughly
parged with mortar that is falling away in the flue used to vent the oil-fired furnace. The existing
bricks, mortar joints, and lead flashing are in good condition; however, many of the bricks used are the
salmon-colored soft brick lacking a hard fireskin and are inappropriate for exterior exposure. If these
begin to spall, then it is recommended that the chimney be rebuilt using only hard-fireskinned bricks.
Additional restoration bricks will have to be obtained to replace the soft bricks. If a particular
restoration period is determined for the exterior of the building predating the 1984 rebuilding, then
historic photographs must be studied to determine the proper height and detailing of the chimney for the
desired period of restoration.

The flue dedicated to the furnace should be lined with a flexible stainless-steel flue to prevent
further deterioration of the mortar joints. These have been eroded by sulfuric acid produced by the
reaction of rainwater and the products of oil-burner combustion.

Most of the fireboxes and hearths are in good condition, some having been repaired in recent
remodelings. They should all be cleaned and inspected for deterioration of brick units and mortar

joints. Repair is recommended when structural integrity is jeopardized. None of the fireboxes should
be used, and a vented chimney cap should be installed over the unused flues to prevent water intrusion.

Structural Elements

First-Floor Framing

The first-floor framing visible from the cellar space is in varying states of decay. A member-
by-member assessment is required to determine the extent of deterioration. The primary detrimental
condition of the cellar space is high relative humidity during the summer months, which encourages the
growth of fungal rot and infestation by wood-boring insects. For the most part, existing timers can be
treated with borates to halt deterioration; however, additional structural support will have to be inserted
to reinforce the stabilized but weak timbers. This is easily accomplished by the installation of columns
to reduce spans of girts and by sistering floor joists with new joists. A structural analysis will be
required to verify that the reinforced floor framing is designed to carry the maximum loads required by
applicable building codes. Inaccessible floor framing within crawl spaces can be inspected by
unobtrusive methods; however, if remedial measures are required, the floorboards above these spaces
will have to be removed. All removed floorboards shall be reinstalled in their original locations with
their original nails.

Sill members supported by the foundation walls will require inspection from the exterior by
removal of clapboards and sheathing. Extent of deterioration will determine the treatment, which may
range from complete replacement in kind to consolidation using epoxies. Borate-based preservation
treatments are recommended for all new and existing structural framing members.
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Second-Floor Framing

The only section of second-floor framing that is visible can be seen from the first story
southwest room (Room 102). Visible components include: floor joists, summer beam, exterior wall
girts (south and west), interior wall girt (north side of room), and chimney girt (over fireplace). All
framing members are in sound condition, but sizes, supports, and connections will require structural
analysis to determine load-bearing capacity.

Major girts and summer beams for the remainder of the second-floor framing are cased by trim
boards, and all other floor joists are concealed by ceiling plaster. Unobtrusive techniques can be
utilized to determine sizes and condition of the concealed floor framing. Unlike the first-floor framing,
where columns can be inserted under beams, the second floor cannot be reinforced by simple methods.
If load-bearing capacity is limited, the second-floor occupancy load will require restriction to stay
within safe limits.

Wall Framing

The two-story wall framing consisting of corner posts, chimney posts, girts, plates, studs, and
braces are, for the most part, concealed within walls or cased with trim boards. A combination of
unobtrusive investigation and selective removal of interior and exterior finish elements will be used to
reveal the condition of these members.

Attic-Floor Framing

The attic-floor framing can be examined by removal of attic floor boards, which date to the
rebuilding after the circa-1925 roof fire. Some of these boards have been pulled up, and floor framing
is clearly visible. Most tie beams (the principal beams supporting attic floor joists) and floor joists are
in good condition, except along the north end, where there is fire damage in the form of surface
charring. The charring is most severe along the north plate of the original two-story structure. This
plate has enough sound cross-section remaining to perform its structural function--which is minor, since
a later raised north roof design lifted any roof load from it. It is recommended that the attic remain free
of any floor loading, including general storage. If this lack of space is enforced, then little if any
structural reinforcement is required.

Roof Structure
The roof structure consists of 2 by 8 rafters at regular intervals which were part of the
reconstruction after the fire. These rafters and their spans are sufficient for the design snow loads as

specified by the Massachusetts Building Code. The roof sheathing boards are exposed to view from the
attic and appear to be in good condition.
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Interior Elements

The recommendation of this historic structure report is to preserve all existing architectural
fabric to the greatest extent possible, through sympathetic design of rehabilitation and adaptive use.
The following are general guidelines to accomplish this recommendation.

Plaster Surfaces

Remove all loose and scaling paint, using appropriate hand-held scrapers. Do not scratch the
surface of the finish plaster. Where paint is removed to calcimined or whitewashed surfaces, use water
and detergent (TSP) to remove these coatings. Resecure loose plaster by mechanical fasteners
countersunk flush with plaster surface, or by injecting adhesive between loose plaster and wood lath.
Fill all cracks with patching plaster, using reinforced fiberglass-mesh tape over large cracks. For areas
of plaster loss, attach expanded metal lath over exposed wood lath. Use a proprietary three-coat plaster
system to infill up to edges of existing plaster.

After all plaster surfaces are prepared as described above, prime surfaces with appropriate
coatings determined by the final finish treatment (paint, simulated whitewash, or wallpaper).

Interior Woodwork

All interior doors, interior faces of exterior doors and window sashes, trim, built-in cabinets,
stairways, fireplace mantel and other interior wood architectural elements shall be preserved to the
greatest extent possible. Peeling paint and areas of heavy paint buildup shall be carefully removed
using code-regulated lead-paint removal and disposal techniques, without damaging substrates.
Complete lead abatement is not required for the proposed occupancy use. Total removal is not
necessary of existing paint is well adhered and will serve as a base, after light sanding, for new paint
application. Missing and fractured elements shall be replaced in kind or repaired using patches or
epoxy fillers. All existing hardware for doors shall be retained and repaired if not operational.

Wood Flooring

Most of the existing wood flooring is in good condition. Some of the older floorboards are
loose (second story, Room 209) and should be carefully resecured using concealed fasteners. One
floorboard in the second-story front stairwell requires a patch where the corner has broken off. Floors
should be refinished in keeping with the existing treatment (i.e., either painted with deck paint or
stained and varnished). Heavy machine sanding shall not be permitted on any of the floors.

The floor covering in Rooms 106 and 107 is sheet vinyl. Similar treatment is recommended for
the rehabilitation.
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Electrical, Plumbing, and HVAC Systems

All existing systems shall be removed and replaced with updated systems, designed to
applicable codes, to serve the adaptive uses of the structure. Design and installation of new systems
shall be as sympathetic and nondestructive to the historic fabric as possible, and visually unobtrusive.
Wherever possible, the thermal envelope of the heated structure shall be improved by the addition of
breathable house wraps, thermal insulation, and vapor barriers. However, historic fabric not requiring
removal for any other reason shall not be removed in order to upgrade the thermal envelope. It is
anticipated that large areas of the exterior walls will remain uninsulated. Removal of the 20th-century
attic floorboards is recommended, so that insulation can be installed between the attic floor joists. After
insulation is installed, the same flooring can be reinstalled.

New systems shall include:

electrical power and lighting;

fire detection (and possibly suppression);

intrusion detection;

HVAC (mainly heating, with possible dehumidification)

plumbing (include the addition of two handicapped-accessible toilets in the existing garage;
the existing bathroom fixtures on the second story can remain operational).

¢ septic tank and leaching field (archeological monitoring required).

Accessibility to the Physically Handicapped

A ramp to provide access to the first story can be built within the existing nonhistoric garage,
the entrance to which is at a level with the driveway grade. This is also the ideal location for two
handicapped-accessible toilets, which could be entered from either the interior or directly from the
exterior, depending on the park’s preference.

Accessibility within the first story would probably be limited by existing doorway widths and
changes in floor levels. Wherever practicable, modifications should be made to make as much of the
first story as accessible as possible. All such modifications must be reversible, with no permanent
damage to historic fabric.

Accessibility to the second story is not feasible due to spatial and structural limitations, making

the installation of a regulation accessible elevator impossible. Moreover, the use of the second story
will probably be limited, due to the low ceiling heights and load-bearing capacity of the floor framing.
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Existing Outbuildings

Description

Three outbuildings are located on the Meriam House property today. All three are small wood-
frame structures that were either built or moved here by James and Margaret Ingraham (1951-1991).
Each is described briefly in the sections that follow.

Garden Shed

A small garden shed is sited on the north property line, near the north adjacent field. As
explained in Chapter Il “Architectural History,” this is a Walpole-style building that was either
assembled or constructed in 1956. It was first listed in the tax records in 1956, when it was described as
a “Gardenhouse” valued at $200.

The garden shed is a small board-and-batten building with gable roof and projecting gable ends.
Openings include a doorway and window in the front (south) elevation, and one window in the back
elevation. The doorway is a batten-Dutch style, the two leaves of which are hung on the east side by
reproduction strap hinges. Each window has a single, six-light casement sash. The roof is covered with
black asphalt shingles. The exterior walls of the garden shed are painted the same brown color as the
house; the door and window sash are painted red.

The interior of the shed is equipped with shelves and gardening tools.
Tool House

A tool house is sited on the lawn, east of the house. It is a small structure, with gable roof, that
measures 10 feet by 16 feet. The tool house was moved here from Cambridge, as was noted in a
building permit for the relocation dated October 5, 1960. It was not listed in the tax records until 1969,
when it was recorded as a “dwelling” valued at $640.

The exterior walls and roof are both covered with wood shingles; earlier novelty siding is
beneath the wall shingles. Openings include a doorway and five windows. The doorway, which is on
the north side of the front (west) elevation has a modern-looking laminated door surmounted by a four-
light transom. A window on the south side of the doorway has four-over-four sashes, as do the two
windows in the north elevation, and the single window in the rear (east) elevation. The south-elevation
window is the only one with six-over-six sashes. The tool-house exterior is unpainted, except for the
doorway and window architraves that are painted brown, and the doorway transom and window sashes
that are painted red.

The interior consists of a single room.
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Cottage

The largest of the three outbuildings is a cottage sited on the lawn, southeast of the house. Little
is known about the construction of the cottage, except that it is first listed in the tax records for 1969 as
a “dwelling,” valued at $650.

The cottage is a one-story structure with a gable roof and a front (west-facing) shed-roof porch.
Wood shingles cover the exterior walls, and what appears to be a plywood sheathing covers the roof.
Openings include one doorway and nine windows. The doorway is centered in the west (front) facade,
and is flanked by two windows with six-over-six sashes. Similar sashes are also in the first-story
windows in the north elevation, the three windows in the rear (east) elevation, and the wide window in
the south elevation (which has three pairs of sashes). Each of the gable-end windows in the upper story
has a two-light sash. Plain-board window shutters are at all the windows except the south gable-end
window. The exterior of the cottage is unpainted, except for the window architraves and shutters that
are painted brown, and the window sashes that are painted red.

The interior consists of one large room. There is no interior access to the attic loft.

Recommendations

The three small outbuildings on the site today were all built, or moved here, by the Ingrahams.
The garden shed has been dated 1956; the tool house, 1960; and the cottage, sometime before 1969. All
are suffering from deferred maintenance. Because the existing outbuildings are 20th-century structures
in poor repair, it is recommended that they be removed from the site.
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Figure 41. Garden Shed, view looking northwest, November 10, 1993.
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Figure 42. Tool House, views looking southeast and northwest, November 10, 1993.
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Figure 43. Cottage, views looking north and southwest, December 1992.
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Related Buildings

Several other buildings stand on land that was formerly part of the Meriam farm. These
includes the Burke House, the former East Quarter School House (now a private home), and the Willow
Pond Restaurant. These are described briefly in the following sections.

Burke House
Background

The Burke House is on the opposite side of Old Bedford Road from the Meriam House. It sits
on a 3-acre parcel of land that was conveyed from Thomas and Rose Burke (owners of the Meriam
House) to their son, Thomas J. Burke, on April 1, 1904.> The tax assessment for 1904 indicates that a
house existed that year, valued at $1,500. The tax records also indicate that a garage was built between
1940 and 1941.

The land on which the Burke House is situated is part of the 18th-century, six-acre house lot of
John Meriam (1666-1748), who was the brother of Joseph Meriam (builder of the Meriam House). The
property became part of the Meriam-House farm sometime in the 1820's, when it was acquired by
Ephraim Meriam (1795-1843).2 It was conveyed from Ephraim to Rufus Meriam in 1834, and was
later purchased by Thomas and Rose Burke in 1871. The National Park Service acquired the property
in 1974. Its tract number today is 04-107.

Description

The Burke House is a 2 1/2-story, Dutch Colonial-style dwelling. It is a wood-frame structure
on a fieldstone foundation. Some of the stones for the foundation were obtained from the stone wall
that formerly had been on the east side of Old Bedford Road south of the Meriam House, according to
Thomas J. Burke's daughter, Alice Burke Hargrove. The photographic documentation confirms that
most of the stone wall did in fact disappear at about the same time the house was constructed.

The house has a front porch, a large front dormer on the front side, a gambrel roof that is ridge-
parallel with the road, and a brick chimney. The exterior siding is wood shingles, and most of the
windows have six-over-one sashes.

The interior of the house appears to be little changed from its construction in 1903-1904. The
original floor plan is unaltered, as are the plaster walls, first-story fireplace mantel, stairway, and
architraves with bull's-eye moldings. The second-story bathroom retains its original wood wainscot and
early plumbing fixtures. Some of the wallpapers in the second- and third-story rooms also appear to be
of early 20th-century vintage.

2 Middlesex County Deed, Book 3090, p. 154.

% No deed has been found for this transaction. The tax assessment for 1828, however, then records Ephraim
Meriam as being 1/2 owner of a 6-acre property (“Dr. Minott Place™), which may be this parcel.
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The garage is detached from the house and is a short distance away, to the southwest. It has a
gable roof and a large doorway in the front (east) gable end.

Ownership and Use

The Burke House is owned by the National Park Service. While it is vacant today, the Park
Service plans to eventually lease the house to a tenant.

Repair Work, 1993

Exterior repairs were undertaken by the National Park Service at the house in 1993. Work done
at that time included the following:

structural woodwork repairs made to the house;

new cedar-shingle siding installed,;

new asphalt-shingle roof installed;

chimney rebuilt above the level of the roof;

structural repairs made to the porch floor;

repairs made to the window sashes; and

exterior repainted the existing colors (brown shingles and white trim).

Former East Quarter School House

Background

The former East Quarter School House is a private home today. It is located on a half-acre site
(Parcel 4225) on the north side of Lexington Road, southeast of the Meriam House.

The East Quarter School House was built in 1853, to replace the old schoolhouse that had been
constructed in 1799. It was situated on an 80-rod (about a half-acre) lot that had been purchased by the
town the previous year from Rufus Meriam. The land of this lot had become part of the Meriam-House
farm in 1745, when it was purchased by Nathan Meriam from Jonathan Stow.

The building was no longer in use as a schoolhouse in 1893, the year it was bought by Thomas
Burke (then owner of the Meriam House). Thomas Burke conveyed the property in 1903 to his son,
James E. Burke, who obtained a $1,000 mortgage to convert the schoolhouse to a dwelling house. This
work was apparently completed by May 1, 1904, since the tax assessment for that year listed James E.
Burke as the owner of a “House School” valued at $1,200.

The renovated schoolhouse has had a number of owners over the years. The Palumbo family,
which occupies it today under a life-tenancy agreement, purchased the property in 1925-1926. The
National Park Service became the official owner of record in 1966.

The tax records document a number of outbuildings on the property in the 1920's through the
1950's. These included a store, barn, hen house, garage, and gas tanks.
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Description

Only a brief description of the building will be given here, because this author has not had the
opportunity to closely examine the exterior, or to see the interior. It is therefore not known how much
architectural fabric from the original schoolhouse, if any, remains.

The 1853 schoolhouse acquired its present appearance in 1903-1904, when it was remodeled as
a house. It is a 2 1/2-story, wood-frame structure on a masonry foundation. It has white-painted
shingle siding, a gable roof with slate shingles, and two brick chimneys. The house is oriented gable-
end to the street, with an attached one-story porch on the front side.

There are no outbuildings on the property.

Willow Pond Restaurant

Background

The Willow Pond Restaurant sits on a 1.22-acre site (Parcel 4226) on the north side of
Lexington Road, and east of the former East Quarter Schoolhouse. It is part of a four-acre meadow that
became part of the Meriam-House farm in 1803, when it was purchased by Ephraim Meriam (1795-
1843); it was later conveyed to Rufus Meriam in 1834, and to Thomas Burke in 1871.

The tax records indicate that a “clam-bake house” valued at $350 was first on the property in
1928, during the ownership of Ellen Burke. Another structure valued at $1,200 was added to the site in
1934, which was recorded originally as the “McManus stand,” and later as the “Ice-cream stand” or
“Lunch-room.”

Ellen Burke sold the property in 1946 to Ross and Emily Ransom, who either enlarged or
completely rebuilt the lunch room shortly thereafter. The value of the lunch room increased to $1,800
in 1948, the same year that the “small lunch-room” (i.e., the original clam-bake house), disappeared
from the tax rolls. The value of the lunch-room almost doubled the following year, rising to $3,000.

The last owners of record, Peter and Mary Sowkow, purchased the property in 1958.
Improvements appear to have been made between 1962 and 1963, when the value of the lunch-room
increased from $3,600 to $4,400. The Sowkows became life tenants upon the acquisition of the
property by the National Park Service in 1979.

* An earlier increase in 1957, from $3,000 to $3,600, was part of a reassessment of all properties in Concord.
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Description

The Willow Pond Restaurant is an operational, informal eatery that serves lunches and dinners.
It is a wood-frame, one-story structure, with a small attached wing on the back side, and is clad with
clapboard siding painted a gray-blue color. An unpaved parking lot comprises the front part of the site,
between the road and the building. Varnished knotty-pine paneling finishes the interior walls.

The restaurant is a long, sprawling structure that appears to have been constructed in stages, as
evidenced by the exterior siding and trim details. The east and west portions of the building, for
example, were probably built at different times—ypossibly 1934 and 1949, based on the increases in its
assessed value. It is not known what improvements contributed to the tax increase between 1962 and
1963.

There are no outbuildings on the site today.
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Missing Buildings

A number of buildings that existed at Meriam's Corner on April 19, 1775, are missing today.
Those discussed here are the buildings that were probably on that portion of Meriam's Corner located
east of Old Bedford Road and north of Lexington Road. Other structures are known to have been
standing at this time, but were located to the south or the west. One of these, for example, was John
Meriam's house, which was on the west side of the Old Bedford Road.

Also described here are post-1775 structures associated with the Meriam House, such as the
Burke barns and the East Quarter School House.

The descriptions that follow provide only a brief summary of the historical documentation,
which is presented in detail in Chapter 11, “Architectural History.”

Original Homestead and Barn: Circa 1663-1826

The original Meriam homestead and barn are both believed to have been located on the north
side of Lexington Road at Meriam's Corner. The house was probably constructed by John Meriam
around the time of his marriage to Mary Cooper on October 21, 1663. Later occupants were Ebenezer,
the third son of John and Mary, and Josiah Meriam, John and Mary's grandson. The house and barn
apparently were removed sometime after 1805 but before 1826.

The earliest documentary reference to John Meriam's “house Lott” is dated October 26, 1666.
The first specific reference to John Meriam's house is dated June 6, 1685. A survey of the highways in
1716 places the house, then described as Ebenezer's, on the north side of Lexington Road near Meriam's
Corner. The 1747 deed conveying one-half acre of land, with a dwelling and barn, to Josiah Meriam
describes the property as being at the corner of Old Bedford and Lexington Roads. A later description,
dated 1894 and written after the house had been removed, noted that the house had been on Lexington
Road, “about the same distance from the junction of the roads as is the existing [Meriam] house.”

The property definitely had a barn by April 19, 1775, based on a description of the highways
the previous month that mentioned Bedford Road, “from m. Josiah Meriams Barn to Bedford Line.”

Selected tax documents for the years 1749 through 1798 track the property as follows:
1749 Josiah Meriam, 1 Dwelling House (barns not recorded)

1770 Josiah Meriam, 1 Dwelling House, No Shop
(barns not recorded)

1784 Josiah Meriam, 1 Dwelling House, Value $40
(barns recorded, but none noted for Josiah)

1793 Josiah Meriam, 1 Dwelling House, Value $60
1 Barn, Value $20
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The big drop previously noted in the property's value between 1805 and 1826 suggests that it
was then that the early house and barn were removed.” No obvious site features of the missing
structures, such as foundation remnants or cellar hole depressions, exist today.

Meriam and Burke Barns

Meriam Barn: Circa 1705-1898

Joseph Meriam may have constructed a barn at the same time as his house, circa 1705. The
Meriam barn is believed to have been located behind (north of) the house. The old barn (not necessarily
the original) was demolished by the Burke family, who built a new barn across the street, around 1898-
1899.

A barn is said to have been standing April 19, 1775, according to a second-hand account of
Major Brooks, which was published in 1858. The description of the distances between the barn and the
British soldiers approximately places the barn behind the Meriam House.

The earliest reference to the barn is the tax valuation for 1784, which assessed Amos Meriam as
having one Barn valued at $35 (or slightly more than half the value of the $60 dwelling house).
Ephraim Meriam was later assessed $20 for the barn in 1793; the value of the house, however,
remained unchanged. The last separate assessment is dated 1801, in which the barn was valued at $150,
and the dwelling house at $450. Tax assessments for the years 1826 through 1898 combine the values
of the barn, house and shed(s).

The probate documents of Ephraim Meriam, who died in 1803, includes an accounting in 1805
by Ephraim's widow, Mary, for reshingling the barn. Setting off of the widow's one-third in 1806 also
included a description of the barn (noting a westerly side and an easterly side), which then had a fenced
barn yard.

Only one photograph is known of the barn. This view, taken sometime after 1885 and before
1899, shows the barn as being located behind the Meriam House (fig. 5). The tax assessment for 1899
suggests that the old barn had been replaced by a new barn by that year.

Corn is now grown in the field behind the Meriam House, which is the probable site of the
Meriam Barn. No foundation walls or other remnants of the barn have been identified.

First Burke Barn: Circa 1899-1940

Thomas Burke appears to have demolished the old barn behind the house and replaced it with a
new barn sometime between 1898 and 1899. The disappearance of the old barn is documented by
exterior photographs of the house, and the tax records suggest the existence of a new barn. The barn
and house were both valued at $1,000 in 1898, while the barn alone was valued at $400 in 1899.

® The 1805 inventory of a later John Meriam, who died October 14, 1804, refers to the “house barn & land
lately purchased of Josiah Meriam, $400” [Middlesex County Probate document #15076]. A later deed dated
1826 conveys the property from Tarrant to Ephraim Meriam for only $175 [Middlesex County Deed, Book 267,
p. 156].
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The Burkes' barn was located across the road from the house (i.e., on the west side of Old
Bedford Road), according to granddaughter Alice Burke Hargrove and neighbor Salvatore Muscato.
This barn was replaced by a smaller barn on the same site sometime between 1940 and 1941. All that
remains of the early barn are portions of the stone foundation. The foundation is on a 3.02-acre site
known as Parcel 4185-2-3.

Second Burke Barn: 1941-?

Thomas J. Burke replaced his father's old barn with a smaller barn on the same site sometime
between 1940-1941. Neighbor Salvatore Muscato remembers that this barn was similar in style to the
existing garage next to the Burke House. The tax records indicate that the barn and garage were built
between 1940 and 1941, and were both assessed at $200. This barn was demolished sometime after the
Burke family stopped farming in Concord. Nothing of it remains today.

Shop: Circa 1705 to 1770-1784

Joseph Meriam, who is thought to have built the Meriam House circa 1705, may also have
constructed a shop somewhere in the vicinity of Meriam's Corner. Joseph, who was a locksmith,
conveyed the improvement of half of this shop and tools to his son Josiah in 1747, along with what are
believed to be the original homestead dwelling and barn.® Josiah was also directed in the deed to offer
the improvement of the shop and tools to his brother Nathan (who lived in the Meriam House) if he
should ever decide to sell.

No official document transferring the shop from Josiah Meriam, who was also a locksmith, to
Nathan Meriam has been found. Nevertheless, the tax assessment for the year 1770 records Nathan
Meriam, not Josiah, as being the owner of a separate shop. The only other assessment that recorded
“shops” was in 1784; however, neither Josiah Meriam, nor Nathan Meriam's heir Amos, were then
listed as having such a structure.

No other documentation has been found on the shop. Its exact location remains unknown.

East Quarter School House: 1799 to Post-1855

The first East Quarter School House was built on the land of Ephraim Meriam in 1799. It was
located on the north side of Lexington Road, just east of the Mill Brook. A plan of the building was
included in a survey of the area made by Henry David Thoreau in 1855 (figs. 2 & 3). It was probably
vacant by the time of the survey, having been made obsolete by a new East Quarter School House built
nearby in 1853. It is not known exactly when the schoolhouse was finally removed or demolished.

® The shop was described separately from the one-half acre parcel (at the northeast corner of Lexington and Old
Bedford Roads) with the dwelling house and barn thereon, suggesting that it may have been located elsewhere.
[Ref.: Deed Book 49, p. 260]
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The records of the Town of Concord contain the following information about the schoolhouse
at Meriam's Corner. It was of frame construction, measured 20 feet by 24 feet, had a porch or porches,
and contained 4,355 cubit feet of space. Additional information is provided by Thoreau's survey, which
shows a small building close to the road with a front porch, and a detached shed on the east side.

The site of the former schoolhouse is now overgrown with trees. No above-grade foundation
remnants, or any other building features, are evident.
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