








Manzanar National Historic Site

Activity 4:  Tracing the Past
Poem left at Ground Zero, 
New York City, NY

The Towers

You rushed up the stairs of the towers
As we rushed down…

You looked for those who needed you…
They were all around

Your job is to save…that is what you
are taught to do…

no matter each horror or incident
it is expected…of you..

We see you today…going up each stair…
We are helpless and cry out

In despair
The building collapsed
Our hearts did too…

America lost its heroes
With you

Those of us living who don’t even
Know your name
Yet your brothers

And America will never be the same

Again and again firefighters
will all come along

the same oaths and traditions
will always carry on

And you… who follow the footsteps
Of those who went up those stairs

We give you our love and hope
And our prayers

And that this horror in America
Can never again be

We wish God speed to you
And hold your brothers

Eternally.

Author’s name unreadable
Poem found on http://memory.loc.gov/service/afc/afc2001015/ph/ph037v.jpg



Ask students to journal and answer the questions listed below.  Use the 
KWL chart (located in the Additional Resources section) as an 
example or have your students create their own KWL charts in their 
journals.

 What did you know about the stories of the past?
 What did you know about the time period of    
 the person you interviewed?

 What did/do you want to know about the stories of   
 the past?
 What did/do you want to know about the time   
 period of the person you interviewed?

 What did you learn about the stories of the past?
 What did you learn about the time period of the   
 person you interviewed?
  

This information
is shared with the 
entire class.

Procedure:

How do we connect with the past?
Activity 5:  KWL

www.nps.gov/manz

Grade Level:  4th
Time:  20 minutes
Materials:
Student journals
KWL chart (optional)

CDE Standards:

4th Grade 
English/Language Arts:
Writing 
2.3.a 2.3.b
Reading
2.3 2.4 2.5

History/Social Science
4.4.5
   

Manzanar National Historic Site

How Does My Identity Shape My Experience in America?

Concepts Covered:
Assess students’ 

background knowledge.

Anticipate what students 

expect to learn.

Evaluate what they have 

learned.

Fill out charts.

Objective:
Students reflect on what they learned.

Assessment:

1.  Participation and contribution in the 

class discussion.

2. Students successfully complete 

journal assignment.

Lesson 1: Wrap Up 

1. Discuss the following questions with 

the class:

  What is the importance of individuals’       

  memories and stories?

  How do stories help us understand      

  history?

  How can we understand history through   

  various forms of communication?

2. Ask students if they have any 

questions, including those written in 

their journals.




