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The voice and face of Lowell National Historical Parkôs 

successful Volunteer-in-Parks program for the past nine 

years has been Volunteer Coordinator, Mike Wurm. Where 

Mike is retiring in the new year, we wanted to capture a 

few grateful insights into his career with the National Park 

Service in Lowell. Mikeôs passion for the Volunteer Pro-

gram and the VIPôs at the Park may cause some to believe 

that this is the only official position Mike has held. In  

actuality, there were several positions that led Mike to his 

expansive knowledge of the people and culture of this city. 

Park Ranger, Exhibit Specialist, Visitor Center Supervisor 

are among the titles heôs shouldered before becoming the 

Volunteer Coordinator. 

 

The flourishing volunteer program Mike has assembled is 

one in which many take pride!  The recognition of the  

program as the Northeast Region ñVolunteer Program of 

the Yearò in 2007 and the Lowell Canalwaters Cleaners as 

the national ñVolunteer Group of the Yearò in 2006 are tell-

ing statements of his accomplishments. The growth of ca-

nal and environmental stewardship opportunities through-

out the city are a testament to his commitment. 

 

On planning his retirement, Mike pressed to understand the 

future of the program under new leadership and was 

charged with beginning to craft a vision for what that future 

could be. An appreciation of Mikeôs impact in  

A Fond Farewell to Mike Wurm... 
the community is illustrated by the turnout at recent 

meetings to consider the Park and communityôs  

connections through volunteers. A conference room full 

of current VIPôs worked alongside representatives from 

many local cultural organizations to ponder that ques-

tion. A subcommittee has continued that conversation 

and Mike will be presenting that to Park management 

shortly. As the Park staff and volunteers continue to 

celebrate this, the 30th anniversary of the Parkôs estab-

lishment, we look forward to creative options that will 

blend the parkôs objectives with our continuing role in 

the community. 

 

An inquiry about whatôs next for Mike led to the  

statement, ñIôm an idealist and a romantic,ò as he  

explained plans for a trip to warmer climes shortly after 

retiring. Arizona and Baja, California were among the 

locales on his list. That sounds good and warm! Lowell 

National Historical Park says farewell to Mike Wurm as 

he retires after 40 years of government service. Our ap-

preciation for his contributions is heartfelt and the en-

gaging program and personalities will continue as a leg-

acy illustrating the Parkôs dedication to volunteerism 

along with Mikeôs skill in establishing relationships that 

will persist in the coming years. 

 

Michael Creasey, Superintendent 


