










Lowell Photography Contest 
May 1 - September 1
Explore the City and the Park through the lens of your camera and 
participate in the biennial photography contest.  Photographs of any 
historical, cultural, or natural subject will be accepted. This year’s contest 
includes two special submission categories for photos featuring historic 
preservation or cultural activities. Win prizes, earn recognition, and help 
document the visual heritage of Lowell  Information: www.nps.gov/lowe/

Riverfest 
Saturday, June 11, 2 PM -6 PM
Come to the Concord River Greenway Park and Middlesex Community 
College in historic downtown Lowell for a day of education, art, music 
and fun! Spend the day with your family enjoying fun activities and learn-
ing about Lowell’s long relationship with its rivers and canals.  Listen to 
live music, participate in recycled art-making activities and more! The 
Concord River Greenway Park is located just off of 30 East Merrimack 
Street.  Information: (978) 934-0030.

African Festival
Saturday, June 18, 10:00 AM - 7:00 PM
Sampas Pavilion, 550 Pawtucket Boulevard
Join your neighbors for a great day of music, food , and crafts represent-
ing Africa.  Information: www.africanfestivallowell.org

Lowell Al Fresco 
June 24 - August 26, Fridays
Celebrate the warm summer nights in downtown Lowell with outdoor dining, 
retail shopping, live music, entertainment, and more, every Friday throughout the 
summer!  Enjoy street performers, sidewalk sales, patio dining at select restaurants, 
the City ArtWalk, the Lowell Farmer’s Market, and the renowned Lowell Summer 
Music Series!   Information:  www.cultureiscool.org

Lowell Quilt Festival
August 11 - 13
The Lowell Quilt Festival, held annually for the benefit of the New 
England Quilt Museum, features a juried quilt show with cash prizes in 
several categories, an exhibit of antique quilts, classes and lectures by 
nationally acclaimed teachers, auctions of quilts and quilt-related items, 
quilt appraisals, and  vendors of quilting supplies from New England and 
beyond. Information:  www.lowellquiltfestival.org

Lowell Southeast Asian Water Festival
Saturday, August  20
The 13th annual Lowell Southeast Asian Water Festival, along the 
Merrimack River at the Lowell Heritage State Park Vandenberg Esplanade 
and Sampas Pavilion, celebrates the cultural and environmental 
importance of water to the lives of Cambodians, Laotians, and other 
nationalities who have moved to Lowell. Many of the events, including 
the exciting boat races, music, dance, and food, mirror the traditional 
festival events that take place in their homeland.
Information:  www.lowellwaterfestival.org

Immigrant Food Traditions 
Thursday, September 8,  7-10 pm
Come hear Beryl Rosenthal talk about New York Jewish pickle traditions.
Then watch a portrayal of the legendary pickle man in a screening of
Crossing Delancey.   Information: 978-970-5000 

Immigrant Food Traditions Cont’d 
Saturday, September 10, 2-5 pm
Come join us on a tour to several of Greater Lowell’s ethnic markets, 
followed by a talk. We will be joined by Jane Zigelman, author of 97 
Orchard Street, an exploration of immigrant food traditions in New 
York’s Lower East Side.  Information: 978-970-5000

32nd Annual Banjo and Fiddle Contest 
Saturday, September 10, 12-6pm
Come to Boarding House Park and celebrate three decades of 
traditional music at the Park’s longest running public event.  Hear 100 
contestants competing in 8 categories of styles. This great, free day of 
food, fun and music will leave a smile on your face and your feet tapping.  
Information:  Call Ranger Alex Demas, (978) 970-5000. 

Lowell Celebrates Kerouac & Lowell “Undiscovered”
October 6 - 9 
Join Lowell National Historical Park and Lowell Celebrates Kerouac! in  
celebrating the life and works of Jack Kerouac. Special tours and events will include 
walking tours to the places Kerouac wrote about while growing up in Lowell in the 
1930’s.  Lowell “Undiscovered” showcases new and emerging artists within the 
City.  More information: (978) 970-5200 & www.culureiscool.org

Lowell Open Studios
October 1 - 2, 11 AM - 5 PM
This year’s event features more than 140 artists who live and work in this 
renaissance city including fiber artists, painters, multi-media artists, sculp-
tors, potters, jewelers, filmmakers, photographers, and more. Open  
Studios lets you meet artists where they work, view their art, talk with 
and ask questions of them.  Information: www.lowellopenstudios.org
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Lowell Events

25TH LOWELL FOLK FESTIVAL
Friday, July 29 - Sunday, July 31, 2011

Join the over 2 million people 
who have attended the Lowell 
Folk Festival over the last two 
decades.  The largest free folk 
festival in the country returns to 
Lowell in 2011. 

In 2011, the Festival’s lineup 
includes traditional musicians 
from genres including bluegrass, 
folk, world, gospel, dance and 
others.  Traditional artisans will 
conduct demonstrations and discuss the role of the master/apprentice 
relationship and their work in the realm of ceramics, carving, print-
making and smithing.  Lowell area community organization volunteers 
will sell delicious ethnic foods at about twenty booths around the 
festival.

A family friendly event, the Lowell Folk Festival presents an inter-
national array of folk  music, ethnic foods, craftspeople and arti-
sans as well as kid’s activities to enthusiastic New England audienc-
es every summer for twenty-five years.  Admission is free, performanc-
es located at outdoor stages throughout downtown Lowell.

Information, Schedules, Artist Lineup:
www.lowellfolkfestival.org or call (978) 970-5200

Concerts in Boardinghouse Park

Jim Higgins



Ranger Led Tours
National Park Service
U.S. Department of the Interior

Lowell National Historical Park

Tours
Explore Lowell’s historic mills, canals and rivers via a ranger led tour  
using park trolleys and boats. Some walking is required – wear comfortable 
shoes. Tours take place rain or shine – dress accordingly. 

Working the Water Boat Tour
Who dug the canals?  Who worked the locks and gates?  Discover the
human force behind the power of the canal system on this 90-minute tour 
on the Pawtucket Canal.

Engineering Innovation Boat Tour
The city of Lowell, its mills and canal system have been the site of exciting 
technological innovations throughout its long history.  Discover why 
Lowell was once called a “living laboratory” on this two-hour canal tour.

Transforming Landscapes Boat Tour 
From 1796 to the present, the Lowell canal system has played a role in 
changing the land around it, transforming the area from a farming com-
munity to thriving city.  This hour and a forty-five minute tour follows the 
Pawtucket Canal to explore the remarkable changes that have occurred 
along its banks over the last 200 years.

The “Full Works” Boat Tour
Discover the relationships between the canals, the mills and the workers on 
this comprehensive 3-hour tour that will explore Lowell’s many waterways, 
gatehouses and mill complexes. 

Evening Boat Cruise
Pack up a brown bag supper for a relaxing evening cruise.  Dine on the 
boat, check for wildlife, learn about the early uses of the river, and take
in the sights and sounds of this remarkable water resource.  No alcoholic 
beverages permitted.

Views of Lowell Trolley Tour
Join a park ranger and learn about the downtown locks and canal  
structures; explore the relationship of the river to the power and  
production of the industrial city; or learn about the lives of Lowell’s  
famous “mill girls.” Tour travels primarily by trolley with some walking. 
Monday through Friday in the Spring and Fall 	
(60 minutes) and daily in Summer (40 minutes). Free.

Controlling Nature Trolley Tour
Lowell’s founder had a plan to control the Merrimack River to power the 
mills.  Travel by trolley and foot to learn how waterpower “works” to turn 
turbines and power machinery, while discovering some of the 
consequences of industrializing the river on this 90-minute tour.  Free.

Special Tours and Programs
Unique Park Experiences
Park rangers offer a variety of special public tours and programs  
throughout the summer season.  These programs range from  
historic/natural walking tours to evening education programs and 
to guided activities.

Inquire at the Visitor Center, the Boott Cotton Mill Museum, 
or call (978) 970-5000 for special program schedules and information.

Page 5Official Newspaper of Lowell National Historical Park     2011 - 2012

 

Boat Tour Fees 
Prices range from $6 - $10 per person, depending on tour.   
Children 5 and under free.  See opposite page for details.  
 
Reservations are required for all canal boat tours.  Boat tour 
schedules and itineraries may be modified at any time depending 
on water levels.  All boat tour reservations must be ticketed and 
paid for no later than thirty minutes before the start of the tour.  
Unclaimed reservations will be released and sold to waiting 
visitors.  Tours schedules will be modified during the Lowell Folk 
Festival, July 29-31st.

Boat Tour on the Pawtucket Canal

Jim Higgins
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Tour the Park on the Free Trolley
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 Exhibit and Tour Schedule
National Park Service
U.S. Department of the Interior

Lowell National Historical Park

Views of Lowell	
Trolley Tour 	
Monday - Friday: 2:30 PM

(60-75 mins)

Working the Water	
Boat Tour	
Sat, Sun, & Memorial Day, 	
11AM, 12, 2, & 3:00 PM

(1hr 30 mins)

Engineering 	
Innovation Boat Tour 
Daily: 12PM

(2 hours)

Visitor Center
9:00 AM – 5:00 PM	 Daily

Boott Cotton Mills 	
Museum
9:30 AM – 5:00 PM	 Daily

Mill Girls & Immigrants 	
Exhibit
1:30 PM – 5:00 PM	 Daily

Visitor Center
9:00 AM – 5:30 PM	  Daily
9:00 AM – 6:30 PM	  Thur/Fri
	
Boott Cotton Mills 	
Museum
9:30 AM – 5:00 PM		 Daily

Mill Girls & Immigrants 	
Exhibit
11:00 AM – 5:00 PM	 Daily

LOWER LOCKS	
11:30 AM - 4 PM, Daily

Exhibit Hours

Visitor Center
9:00 AM – 5:30 PM	 Daily

Boott Cotton Mills 	
Museum
9:30 AM – 5:00 PM	 Daily

Mill Girls & Immigrants 
Exhibit
1:00 – 5:00 PM	 Daily

May 28–June 17 June 18-24 Sept 6–Oct 10Aug 22–Sept 5

Views of Lowell 	
Trolley Tour
Monday - Friday: 2:30 PM

(60 mins)

Controlling Nature 	
Trolley Tour
Daily: 2:30PM   (1 hr 30 mins)

The “Full Works” Tour
July 2nd, 10th, 23rd	
Aug. 7th, 13th, 21st, 2:30 PM

(3 hours)

Guided Tours

June 25– Aug 21*

Evening Boat Cruise
Thur/Fri: 6PM 

(2 hours)

Visitor Center
9:00 AM – 5:00 PM	 Daily

Boott Cotton Mills 	
Museum
9:30 AM – 5:00 PM	 Daily

Mill Girls & Immigrants 	
Exhibit
1:30 PM – 5:00 PM	 Daily

Visitor Center
9:00 AM – 5:00 PM	 Daily

Boott Cotton Mills 	
Museum
9:30 AM – 5:00 PM	 Daily

Mill Girls & Immigrants 	
Exhibit
1:30 PM – 5:00 PM	 Daily
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Working the Water	
Boat Tour	
Daily: 11AM, 2, 3PM

(1hr 30 mins)

Views of Lowell	
Trolley Tour 	
Daily: 10AM

(40 mins)

Views of Lowell	
Trolley Tour 	
Daily: 10AM

(40 mins)

Working the Water	
Boat Tour	
Daily: 11AM

(1hr 30 mins)

Engineering 	
Innovation Boat Tour 
Daily: 12PM

(2 hours)

Views of Lowell	
Trolley Tour 	
Daily: 10AM

(40 mins)

Working the Water	
Boat Tour	
Daily: 11AM

(1hr 30 mins)

Engineering 	
Innovation Boat Tour 
Daily: 12PM

(2 hours)

Working the Water	
Boat Tour	
Sat/Sun: 11AM
Columbus Day: 11AM,

(1hr 30 mins)

Engineering 	
Innovation Boat Tour 
Sat/Sun: 12PM
Columbus Day: 12PM

(2 hours)

SPRING SUMMER FALL

Boott Cotton Mills Museum
•	 Adults: $6.00;  Seniors: $4.00 (Ages 62+) 
•	 Youths and Students: $3.00 (Ages 6 -16) 
•	 Children: Free (Ages 5 and under)
•	 Group Rates Available.  National Park Pass discount.
 
Buy a “Park Package”  
Combine a canal tour with a visit to the Boott Cotton Mills Museum 
and receive a discount.

Group Rates
Call (978) 970-5000 to request special group rates.

Working the Water, Engineering Innovation,
Evening Cruise, Transforming Landscapes
•	 Adults: $8.00;  Seniors: $7.00 (Ages 62+)
•	 Youths: $6.00 (Ages 6 -16)
•	 Children: Free (Ages 5 and under)

The “Full Works” Boat Tour
•	 Adults: $10.00;  Seniors: $9.00 (Ages 62+) 
•	 Youths: $8.00 (Ages 6 -16)
•	 Children: Free (Ages 5 and under)

Boat Tour Fees Museum Fees
*Schedules will be modified during the Lowell Folk Festival, July 29-31.

Transforming 
Landscapes Tour	
Daily: 2, 3PM

(1 hr 45min)

Transforming 
Landscapes Boat Tour	
Daily: 2, 3PM

(1 hr 45min)

Transforming 	
Landscapes Tour	
Sat/Sun/Columbus Day: 2, 3PM 

(1 hr 45min)

Tour the Park on the Free Trolley


