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National Park Service to Commemorate 150th Anniversary of
Lincoln’s Inaugural Trip to Washington, D.C.
“My friends—No one, not in my situation, can appreciate my feeling of sadness at this parting,” said an emotional
Abraham Lincoln on February 11, 1861. As the president-elect bid farewell to his neighbors from the back of a train, he
reflected on his rendezvous with destiny. “I now leave, not knowing when, or whether ever, I may return, with a task
before me greater than that which rested upon Washington.”
From February 11 to February 23, 2011, the NPS will mark the 150th anniversary of Lincoln’s inaugural journey from
his home in Springfield, Ill., to the Executive Mansion in Washington, D.C. A series of programs in 16 communities in
Illinois, Indiana, Ohio, Pennsylvania, New York, New Jersey, Maryland, and the District of Columbia will feature the
acclaimed Lincoln actor Fritz Klein as the president-elect. Audiences will hear the words Lincoln employed to reassure a
nation teetering on the brink of civil war. Park rangers will complement the portrayal with the background story of
Lincoln’s election, the secession of southern states that followed, and the ensuing civil war that threatened to split the
nation in two.
Planning for the trip, conceptualized and supported by staff at Lincoln Home National Historic Site (NHS), began
months ago. Timothy Good, superintendent at Ulysses S. Grant NHS in St. Louis, Mo., is leading the trip. Other NPS
employees on the trip are Spirit Trickey, acting chief of interpretation at Central High School NHS in Little Rock, Ark.,
and Dave Schafer, chief of interpretation, education, and cultural resources at Brown v. Board of Education NHS in
Topeka, Kan. “This is a great opportunity,” said Superintendent Good, “to reach out to communities from Illinois to our
nation’s capital to commemorate an American’s journey from the plains of Illinois to the White House.”
An additional component of the trip is an educational initiative related to the Lincoln’s inaugural journey titled
“National Park Service Memory Trail: Civil War to Civil Rights.” Students can research their local community to
understand how it related to the Civil War, the subsequent civil rights struggles, and their vision for their community in
the next generation.
For specific information on the program dates, times, and locations, please visit www.nps.gov/liho/150th-lincolnsinaugural-journey.htm. For information on the educational initiative, please visit http://www.memorytrail.us/.
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