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November 23, 2005 – Final Update
· Archaeologists have completed their excavations at the Fort Clatsop site. While no direct evidence of the Corps of Discovery's camp at Fort Clatsop was recovered, artifacts were found that frame the explorer's trip on either side, including Native American, quite possibly Clatsop Indian artifacts and early American settlers. Despite no definitive evidence for the original fort under the site of the 1955 replica, the research conducted helps to tell the long land-use history of this important site and will help to guide future investigations.  

· Recent archaeological finds:

· Cobble Chopper (“bifacial flaked cobbler”): This Clatsop Indian artifact was found in the plow zone so it is unknown if it is pre or post Corps of Discovery. 

· Lithic debitage: These manufacturing byproducts of making stone tools like arrowheads, knives, and scrapers (the flakes are made of chert) are very useful archaeological artifacts of past human behavior. Several pieces were found throughout the archaeological site. 
· Manuports: These smooth rocks transported to this location by humans. They were found beneath the plowzone, and are of Native Americans origin. 

· 19th Century artifacts from the Shane House (1850s) or the W.H. Smith House (1870s)

· Various glass, ceramics and square nails
· Nov. 3 - piece of porcelain from a doll head (portions of this doll head were found previously)
· Nov. 4 - part of a key
· Nov. 4 - ceramic piece with makers mark –mid-19th century pottery. 
· Nov. 6 – pipe stem from a clay pipe from pre-1860

· Nov 15 – glass button, hand-finished lip of glass bottle, metal from a can
· 20th Century items: NPS living history materials, bottle glass, and other materials from modern activities are common in the plow zone. 
· Nov 12 – flash bulb from the 1940-50’s when this site was a park. While less than 100 years old, this is part of the history of humans who have used this site. 

· Lots of charcoal: variety of sources.
· Now that the dig is completed, all artifacts will be taken to the Fort Vancouver National Historic Site laboratory where they will be cleaned, analyzed and cataloged. A full report should be completed by summer 2006. Many artifacts will return to Lewis and Clark National Historic Park for display in the Fort Clatsop Visitor Center or go into archives.  
· Further historical and archeological research of the original fort or the Corps of Discovery will be conducted. The next step is a thorough and peer reviewed synthesis of all of the archaeological work (including remote sensing work) that has been looking for evidence of the fort or the Corps.  It is expected that this process will generate priority research questions for future research.
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