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November 8, 2005
· Currently, archaeologists are excavating several sites that were previously excavated.

· The Schumacher dig in 1957 excavated the fire pit in the front right room (“Charbonneau room”). After additional study, archaeologists concluded that this fire pit is a natural occurrence caused by a burning root from a forest fire or stump burning from the 1850s logging of the terrace. In addition, two potential fire pit sites were found to be natural root burns. 

· A rock formation of interest was found, which consists of two rocks with plow scars found below the plowzone. Archaeologists are researching the origin. 
· Two new sites are being excavated based on Ground Penetrating Radar and electro-magnetometer results. 

· Ground penetrating radar is a geophysical technique that collects and records information about the subsurface while remaining noninvasive to the site. Physical and chemical changes in the ground related to the presence or absence of buried materials can be measured and mapped. Electro-magnetometry also detects ground anomalies by measuring the magnetic field. 
· A pit and a trench have been found in the southern front room beneath the plowzone. These are definitely cultural features and pre-date the last plowing of the field (100 years ago). Archaeologists will continue to uncover these features today. 
· Recent archaeological finds:

· Cobble Chopper (“bifacial flaked cobbler”): This Clatsop Indian artifact was found in the plow zone so it is unknown if it is pre or post Corps of Discovery. 
· Lithic debitage: These byproducts of stone tool manufacturing were waste to the native Clatsop, but are very useful archaeological artifacts of past human behavior. 
· 19th Century artifacts from the Shane House (1850) or the Smith House (1870)

· Various glass, ceramics and square nails
· Nov. 3 - piece of porcelain from a doll head (portions of this doll head were found previously)
· Nov. 4 - part of a key
· Nov. 4 - ceramic piece with makers mark – most likely mid to late 19th century pottery. 
· Nov. 6 – pipe stem from a clay pipe from pre-1860
· 20th Century items: NPS living history materials, bottle glass, and other materials from modern activities are common in the plow zone. 

· Lots of charcoal: variety of sources.
· After the dig is completed, all artifacts will be taken to the Fort Vancouver National Historic Site laboratory where they will be cleaned, analyzed and cataloged. Many artifacts will return to Lewis and Clark National Historic Park for display in the Fort Clatsop Visitor Center or go into archives.  

Fort Clatsop Archaeological Update








