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Mr. Chairman and members of the subcommittee, thank you for the opportunity to appear before you today to present the Department of the Interior’s views on H.R. 2802, a bill to provide for an extension of the legislative authority of the Adams Memorial Foundation to establish a commemorative work in honor of former President John Adams and his legacy.
While the Department supports an extension of the authority to construct a memorial to President John Adams, we recommend that H.R. 2802 be amended as discussed later in this statement.  

H.R. 2802 would amend Public Law 107-62 to extend by seven years the authorization for establishing a memorial in the District of Columbia or its environs to honor President John Adams and his Legacy.  In addition to providing an extension of authority, H.R. 2802 also contains technical amendments to the original authorizing legislation, Public Law 107-62, enacted in 2001, which contains outdated references to the Commemorative Works Act (CWA).  The references currently cited in Public Law 107-62 refer to the CWA as codified under 40 U.S.C. 1001 et seq.  The CWA, however, was recodified under 40 U.S.C. 8901 et. seq. on August 21, 2002 (Public Law 107-217).  The proposed amendments in H.R. 2802 would update and correct the references to the CWA.
The authority to establish the John Adams memorial was originally approved by Congress on November 5, 2001.  The Adams Memorial Foundation (Foundation) requested that the subject of the commemoration be determined to be of preeminent and lasting significance to the Nation so that the proposed memorial could be placed in Area I, a request that was considered favorably by the National Capital Memorial Advisory Commission in 2002 and recommended to Congress.  P.L. 107-62, enacted on December 2, 2002, granted the Foundation that additional authority to seek a site for their memorial within Area I.  Authorizations under the CWA have a seven-year sunset period which extends from the date on which the Area I authority was granted to allow for time to obtain a building permit and begin construction of a memorial.  As the Foundation has not yet been able to select a site, design the memorial, receive the requisite approvals, or raise sufficient funds for the construction of the memorial, a permit could not be granted.  Therefore, the authority to establish a memorial to President John Adams will expire on December 2, 2009. 

Congress appropriated $1,000,000 to the National Park Service in 2002 for planning and design of the memorial in cooperation with the non-Federal partnering Adams Memorial Foundation.  Of that amount, $479,811 remains available.  The Foundation has spent an extensive amount of time in organizing a board during the past seven years but has not yet concluded the first major step of the process which is evaluating sites for the memorial.  
Based upon the Foundation’s relatively slow progress to date, even with the additional year afforded them through the approval of Area I designation by P.L. 107-62, we are reluctant to extend authority for a full seven additional years.  Rather, the Department recommends that H.R. 2802 be amended to extend the authority for a period of four years in order to create a greater sense of urgency on the part of the memorial sponsors.  The Department has generally supported congressionally proposed extensions to memorial sponsors for periods of two to three years in the past.    

With an additional four years of legislative authority, the Foundation should be in a viable position to achieve site and design approvals as well as to raise the minimum 75 percent of the funds sufficient to build the memorial.  Should they meet these thresholds, the Secretary of the Interior may exercise his authority under the CWA to grant an additional three-year administrative extension to allow the Foundation to finalize construction documents and raise the balance of necessary funding.    
Mr. Chairman, thank you for the opportunity to comment.  This concludes my prepared remarks and I will be happy to answer any questions you or other committee members may have.
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