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United States Department of the Interior

FISH AND WILDLIFE SERVICE
NEVADA FISH AND WILDLIFE OFFICE

1340 FINANCIAL BOULEVARD, SUITE 234
RENO, NEVADA 89502

February 12, 2003
File No. 1-5-03-SP-467

Mr. Douglas Karafa

Program Manager

Clean Water Coalition

Clark County Sanitation District
5857 East Flamingo Road

Las Vegas, Nevada 85111

Subject: Species List for the Proposed Systems Conveyance and Operations Program in
Clark County, Nevada

This responds to your letter. dated January 16, 2003 requesting information on threatened and
endangered species, and species of concern that may occur in the subject project area. The Clean
Water Coalition (comprised of the City of Las Vegas, City of Henderson and Clark County
Water Reclamation District) proposes to implement the Systems Conveyance Operations
Program. The proposed project would include an effluent interceptor pipeline, and one or a
combination of alternatives to discharge highly treated effluent into the Lower Colorado River
System.

We have enclosed a list of threatened and endangered species that may be present within the
vicinity of, or be affected by, the proposed project (Enclosure A). This list fulfills the
requirement of the Fish and Wildlife Service (Service) to provide information on listed species
pursuant to section 7(c) of the Endangered Species Act of 1973, as amended (Act), for projects
that are authorized, funded, or carried out by a Federal agency. Please reference the speciss List
file mumber 1-3-03-8P-467 in all subsequent comrespondence concerning thfs proposed project.

Enclosure A also lists the species of concer to the Nevada Fish and Wildlife Office that may
oceur in the propesed project area. We have used information from State and Federal agencies
and private sources to assess the conservation needs and status of these species. Further
biological research and field study are needed to resolve the conservation status of these taxa.
One potential benefit of considering these species during project planning, 15 that by exploring
alternatives early in the planning process, it may be possible to provide long-term conservation
benefits for these species and avoid future conflicts that could otherwise deyelop. We also
recommend that you contact the Nevada Natural Heritage Program (1550 East College Parkway,
Suite 145, Carson City, Nevada 89710, 775-687-4245) and the appropriate regional office of the
Nevada Division of Wildlife, as well as other local, State, and Federal agences for distribution
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Mr, Douglas Karafa File No. 1-5-03-SP-467

data and information on conservation needs on thesé and other species of concem that may occur
in your proposed project area. Potential in}pacts to species of concern should be considered
during the environmental documentation process.

Enclosure B provides a discussion of the responsibilities Federal agencies have under section
7(c) of the Act and the conditions under which a biological assessment must be prepared by the
lead Federal agency or its designated non-Federal representative. Given that some of the
proposed activities and infrastructure would be located on lands managed by the National Park
Service and Bureau of Reclamation, one or both (as a joint effort) of these Federal agencies
should initiate consultation pursuant to 50 CFR § 402.14. Informal consultation may be utilized
prior to a written request for formal consultation to exchange information and resolve conflicts
with respect to a listed species. If a biological assessment is required, and it is not initiated
within 90 days of your receipt of this letter, you should informally verify the accuracy of this list
with our office. If, through informal consultation or development of a biological assessment, or
both, you detenmine that the proposed action is not likely to adversely affect the listed species,
and the Service concurs in writing, then the consultation process is terminated and formal
consultation is not required.

If you have any questions regarding this correspondence, please contact Amy LaVoie in our
Southern Nevada Field Office at 702-515-5230.

Sincerely,
(st T ot
Robert D. Willtams
Field Sia;}crvisor ‘
Enclosures
ce:

Arizona Ecological Services Field Office, Fish and Wildlife Service, Phoenix, Arizona
{Attn: Lesley Fitzpatrick)
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ENCLOSURE A

Listed Species and Species of Concern
That May Occur Within the Proposed
Systems Conveyance and Operations Program
Clark County, Nevada

File Number: 1-5.03.8P-467
February 12, 2002

Listed Species

175004

Reptile

Desert tortoise (T) Gopherus agassizii

Relict leopard frog (C) Rarna onca

Fish

Bonytail chub (E) ¢ Gila elegans

Razorback sucker (E) ¢ Xyrauchen texonus

Birds

Yellow-billed cuckoo (C) Coceyzus americanus

Southwestern willow flycatcher (E) Empidonax traillii extimus

Bald eagle (T) Haliaeetus leucocephalus

Yuma clapper rail (E) Rallus longirostrus yumanensis

T = Threatened E = Endangered €= Candidate 4 = Designated Critical Habitat
Species of Concern

Mammals :

Pale Townsend's big-eared bat Corynorhinus townsendit pallescens

Spotted bat ' Euderma maculatum”

Creater western mastiff-bat Eumops perotis californicus

Allen’s big-eared bat dionycteris phyllotis

California leaf-nosed bat Macrotus californicus

Small-footed myotis Myotis ciliolabrum

Fringed miyotis Myotis thysanodes

Cave myofis Myotis velifer

Long-legged myotis Myotis volans

Yuma myoctis Myotis yumanensis

Big free-tailed bat Nyctinomops macrotis
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Birds

Western burrowing owl
Black tern

Peregrine falcon
Blue grosbeak

Least bittern
Phainopepla
Summer tanager
White faced jbis
Vermilion flycatcher
Lucy’s warbler
Arizona Bell’s vireo

Reptiles
Bandad Gila monster
Chuckwalla

Fish
Flanmelmouth sucker
Roundtail chub

Plants

Las Vegas bearpoppy
Threecorner milkvetch
Las Vegas catseye*

Sticky buckwheat

Rosy twotone beardtongus

WL MALLRK BELLAMAALIUN UiED

ENCLOSURE A (continued)

File Number: 1-5-03-$P-467
February 12, 2002

Species of Concern (continned)

Athene cunicularia hypugeo

Chlidonias niger

Falco peregrinus

Guiraca caerulea

Ixobrychus exilis hesperis

Phainopepla nitens

Piranga rubra

Plegadis chihi
 Pyrocephalus rubinus

Vermivora luciae

Vireo bellii arizonae

Heloderma suspectum cinctum

Sauromalus ater

Catostomus latipinnis
Gila robusta

Arctomecon californica

Astragalus geyeri var. triguetrus

Cryptantha insolita
Eriogonum viscidulum

Penstemon bicolor 3sp. roseus

WUy

* Taxa presumed extinet
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ENCLOSURE B

FEDERAL AGENCIES' RESPONSIBILITIES UNDER SECTIONS 7 (a) and (c)
OF THE ENDANGERED SPECIES ACT

SECTION 7 (a); Consultation/Conferance
Requires:

1) Federal agencies to utiiize their authorities to carry out programs to conseryve endangered and
threatened species;

2} Consultation with the Fish and Wildlife Service (Service) when a Federsl action may affect &
listed endangered or threatenad species to insure that any action authorized, funded or carred out
by a Federal agency is not likely to jeopardize the continued existence of listed species or result In
the destruction or adverse modification of critical habitat, The process is inifiated by the Federal
agency after determining the action may affect a listed species or critical habitat;

3) Conferance with the Service when a Federal action is likely to jeopardize the contineed
existence of a proposed species or resylt in destruction or adverse modtfication of proposed critical
habitat.

SECTION 7 (¢): Biclogical Assessment - Major Construction Activity 1/

Requires Federal agencies or their designees to prepare & Biological Assessment {BA) for major
constructon activities, The BA analyzes the effects of the action on listed and proposed species, The
process beding with a Federal agency requesting from the Service a list of preposed and listed threatened
and endangered species. The BA should be completed within 180 days after its initiation {or within such a
time period as is mutually agreeable). If the BA is not initiated within 90 days of receipt of the list, the
accuracy of the species st should be informally verified with the Service. No wreversible commitmant of
resources is to be made during the BA process which would foreclose reasonable and prudent alternatives
to protect endangered species. Planning, design, and administrative actions may proceed; however, no
construction may bagin.

We recommend the following for inclusion in the BA:

1. An onsite inspection of the area affacted by the proposal which may include a detailed
survey of the area to determine if the species or suitable habitat are present.

2. A review of literature and scientific data to determing $pecies distribution, habitat needs,
and other bislogical requirements.

3. Interviews with experts, including those within the Servics, State conservation departments,
universities, and others who may have data not yet published in scientific teraturs,

4, An anslysis of the effects of the proposal on the species in tarms of individuals and
populations, Including consideration of cumulative effects of the proposal on the species
and its hahitat,
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5. An analysis of alternative actions considered.

8. Documentation of study resuits, including a discussion of study methods used, any
problems encountered, and other refevant information.

7. Conclusion as to whether or not a listed or proposed species will be affected.

Lipon completion, the BA should be forwarded to our office with a request for consultation, if required,

Y A construction project (or other major undertaking having similar physical impacts) is a major
Federal action significantly affecting the quality of the human environment as referred to in NEPA
(42 U.S.C. 4332 (21 C).




Nevada Natural Heritage Program

Department of Conservation and Natural Resources
1550 East College Parkway, Suite 145 * Carson City, Nevada 89706-7921
voice: (775) 687-4245 fax: (775) 687-1288 web: www.state.nv.us/nvnhp/

13 February 2002

Bobby Tuttle
PBS & |
G901 North Green valley Parkway

Henderson, NV 89704
RE: Data request received 19 February 2002

Dear Mr. Tuttle:

We are pleased to provide the information you requested on endangered, threatened, candidate, and/or
sensitive plant and animal taxa recorded within or near the Effluent Interceptor project area. We searched
our database and maps for the following: a three mile buffer zone utilizing the jpeg map provided in:

Township 215  Range 62F  Section all
Township 215 Range 63F  Section all

The enclosed printout lists the taxa recorded within the given area. Please be aware that habitat may also be
avallable for: the chuckwalla, Sawromalus obesus, a Nevada Bureau of Land Management (BLM) Sensitive
Species; the unusual catseye, Cryplantha fnsolfta, a Nevada BIM Special Status Species; the spotted bat,
fuderma macufaturn, a Nevada BLM Specdial Status Species; and the greater western mastiff bat, Fumops
perotis californicus, a Nevada BLM Sensftive Species. We do not have complete data on various raptors that
may also occur in the area; for more information contact Ralph Phenix, Nevada Division of Wildlife at (775)
688-1565. Please note that all cacti, yuccas, and Christmas trees are protected by Nevada state law (NRS
527.060-.120), including 1axa not tracked by this office.

Please note that our data are dependent on the research and observations of many individuals and
organizations, and in most cases are not the result of comprehensive or site-specific field surveys. Natural
Heritage reports should never be regarded as final statements on the taxa or areas being considered, nor
should they be substituted for on-site surveys required for ervironmental assessments.

Thark vou for checking with our program. Please contact us for additional information or further assistance.

Sincerely,
_,.y‘”

Eric S. Miskow
Biologist Hi/Data Manager
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