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Established in 1980, Lake Clark National Park and Preserve exists to “protect the watershed necessary for the perpetuation of the red salmon fishery in Bristol Bay . . . , maintain unimpaired the scenic beauty . . . of the Alaska Range and the Aleutian Range . . . in their natural state [and] protect . . . populations of fish and wildlife including . . . caribou, Dall sheep, brown/grizzly bears, bald eagles and peregrine falcons.”  The Park and Preserve contains 4 of the 5 biotic zones found in Alaska, 3 wild and scenic rivers, 2 active volcanoes and the single largest Athabascan archeological district. The park’s Visitor Center, located in Port Alsworth, welcomes visitors Monday through Saturday from 10am to 5pm, June to September, and by appointment throughout the year. Ranger-led nature walks, school programs and assistance with backcountry trip planning are available on request by calling (907) 781-2218. 

















Lake Clark National Park and Preserve will host an open house and maritime exhibit dedication to kick off the 2006 summer season on June 10, 2006.  Events will take place at the Lake Clark Visitor Center in Port Alsworth, commencing at noon and continuing until 5 o’clock. The new maritime exhibit highlights a restored Bristol Bay double-ender, first brought to Lake Clark in 1958. Most likely constructed in 1914, the boat fished in the Libby’s Graveyard Koggiung cannery at the mouth of the Kvichak River in 1952, when the fleet converted to power. Later purchased by Nondalton schoolteacher John Coray, the boat made its way to Lake Clark, where it changed hands and was used recreationally until being donated to the National Park Service by Allen Woodward in 1997. After extensive historic preservation and restoration efforts by the NPS, the boat now sits in a new facility near the Lake Clark National Park and Preserve Visitor Center in Port Alsworth, where visitors can view the vessel and a new exhibit on the fishing history of the region. The exhibit will officially open on June 10th, in concert with the park’s annual open house and season kick-off. The day’s events will include a 45-minute video of historic Bristol Bay sailboats, interpretive talks and demonstrations, first-hand stories told by fisherman who sailed Bristol Bay, children’s activities and a potluck. In addition to dedicating the maritime exhibit, a plaque will be installed to honor the generous donors who funded the exhibit. Everyone is welcome. So leave your hip boots at home and come out for the day to learn about Lake Clark’s maritime past as we sail into the 2006 summer season! For a detailed schedule of events, call (907) 781-2218. 
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